


ORDER OF WORSHIP
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

DECEMBER 12 2021
11:00AM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access our live
worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say it,

Rejoice!
People: We come to praise God with joy and hope.
Leader: God has promised to bring us home, and to

gather us back into his presence.
People: God has promised to bring us salvation!
Leader: Then call on the name of the Lord, sing praises.

And know that God is near.
People: In Worship, we open our hearts to the heart

of God. Amen.

HYMN
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #240
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.

Christ, by highest heav'n adored;
Christ, the everlasting Lord;
Late in time behold Him come,
Offspring of the Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see;
Hail th'incarnate Deity,
Pleased with us in flesh to dwell,
Jesus our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise the us from the earth,
Born to give us second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King.
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried;* The third day he rose from the dead; he
ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of
God the Father almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the
life everlasting. Amen.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
ghost! As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be. World without end. Amen. Amen.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE
Reader: Throughout all of human history, God’s promise
has stayed the same: “I will be your God, and you will be
my people.” Today, we continue to celebrate this
promise. The baby to be born will be called “Emmanuel,”
which means “God-With-Us”. On this Third Sunday of
Advent, we light three candles to remind us of God's
abiding presence among us.

(Three candles are lit)

Let us pray,
Holy God, as we continue to prepare for your birth,
we hold fast to the promise that you are present
with us. You are present in our struggles and fears.
You are present in our hopes and dreams.  Be with
us today as we worship and serve you in this world.
Amen.

Sung response: “O Come O Come Emmanuel”
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

PASTORAL PRAYER

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG OF REFLECTION
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #224
Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Give ye heed to what we say:
News news, Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before Him bow,
And He is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye hear of endless bliss:
News, news! Jesus Christ was born for this!
He has opened heaven’s door,
And ye are  blessed evermore.
Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice
With heart and soul and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave:
News, news! Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all
To gain His everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!
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OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
8:30 “Do You Hear What I Hear?” Chancel Choir
11:00 “He’s Coming Soon” Children’s Choirs

DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Matthew 1:18-25
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah* took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph,

being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the
child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.’ 22All this took place to
fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
23‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and
they shall name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is
with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as
his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she
had borne a son;* and he named him Jesus.

SERMON
“The Coin Toss” Rev. Jeff Gantz

HYMN
“Angels We Have Heard on High” #238
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, In excelsis Deo!
Gloria, In excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song?

Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee,
Christ the Lord, the newborn King.

See Him in a manger laid,
Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise.
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GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God by
Dwight & Ellen Myers in celebration of her 70th birthday

and their 50th wedding anniversary.


