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INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 5:30pm. To access our live worship, please click
here.

*CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: We gather this night to celebrate and share

the good news.
All: Unto us a child is born! He is Christ our

savior!
Leader: His name is Emmanuel, which means God

is with us.
All: He was born to bring peace and hope to our

world!
Leader: Tonight the waiting is over! Let us sing with

the angels and tell of His wonderful birth.
All: We come to worship and give thanks for the

gift of the baby king. Amen.

HYMN
“O Come, All Ye Faithful” #234
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,
O come,  let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal,
Lo, He shuns not the Virgin’s womb;
Son of the Father, begotten, not created;

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing,  all ye citizens of heav'n above!
Glory to God, all glory in the highest;
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

A CHRISTMAS AFFIRMATION
We believe that God is the creator of our world and is
always creating new life. We believe that God chose to
become flesh, and was born among us in the person of
Jesus. He is our hope and our salvation.
We believe that God still pours grace into us through the
Holy Spirit. It is God’s Spirit that empowers us to be a
people of Hope, joy, peace, and love.  Because of
Christmas, we affirm that we need not live in fear, for
God is with us! Amen.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
5:30 Poncik Family 7:00 Ryburn Family

Christmas Eve
Leader: On this holy night, we come from many different
places. We gather as strangers and friends, visitors and
members, as the faithful and those who have questions.
Some of us have come from a long way off, and others
call this place home. But tonight, we are all one family at
the manger. Together we celebrate the greatest gift from
God: Jesus’s birth.
For several weeks we have been lighting candles in
expectation of this good news. Tonight, we light the
center candle in celebration of it! The light of the world
has come!
All: We welcome you, O Christ! May your light shine
bright in all our lives! Amen.

Sung response:
“Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.”

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” #230
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
The silent stars go by
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;
The hopes and fears of all the years
Are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above
While mortals sleep,
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The angels keep their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth,
And praises sing to God the King,
And peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently. the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him,
Still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
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OFFERING OUR GIFTS and TITHES
Thank you for your generosity! To contribute
electronically, please see the QR code at the end of the
bulletin.

OFFERTORY
5:30 “He Made a Way in a Manger” Chancel Choir
7:00 “O Holy Night” Tim Benson

SCRIPTURE LESSON
Luke 2:1-20
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth
in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house
and family of David. 5He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting
a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son
and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel
of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior,
who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and

lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on
earth peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the
angels had left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; 18and
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and
seen, as it had been told them.

SERMON Rev. Jeff Gantz

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and
everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty God. You
created light out of darkness and brought forth life on
the earth. You formed us in your image and breathed
into us the breath of life. Tonight we celebrate the gift of
your son, born to be our savior. At his birth the angels
sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your
people on earth. And so, with your people on earth and
everyone in heaven, we join in that unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in
the highest.Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed are you for coming to us in
the person of Jesus. He was born in the poverty of a
stable and into the arms of an ordinary family. Jesus
would then spend his life being born into the hearts of
ordinary people like us. He made his home where we
make our home, which means that our lives are also
sacred because of you.
So tonight, we give you thanks for this incredible gift.
We remember when Jesus took an ordinary piece of



bread and broke it. He shared it among his disciples and
friends and said, “This is my body. Take and eat this, all
of you, and remember me.”
When the supper was over, he took a cup and passed it
saying, “Drink this all of you, for this is my blood of a
new covenant.” It is a promise that you would always
make your home with us. And so tonight, we give you
thanks for this and we proclaim the mystery of our faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come
again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on
these gifts of bread and cup. Make them be for us the
gift of Christmas...you with us and for us...so that we
might embody your love to the rest of the world. In
Jesus' holy name. Amen.

SHARING HOLY COMMUNION TOGETHER
(At this time, you are invited to share holy communion
by the direction of the pastor and ushers.)

COMMUNION HYMNS (first and last verses)
“Away in a Manger” #217
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay,
The little Lord jesus, asleep on the hay.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray;
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for Heaven to live with Thee there.
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“Angels We Have Heard on High” #238
Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o'er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, In excelsis Deo! Gloria, In excelsis Deo.

See Him in a manger laid,
Whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While our hearts in love we raise.
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” #240
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,

God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With th'angelic hosts proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem!
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!

Hail the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris'n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that we no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing,
Glory to the newborn King!
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“Go Tell It on the Mountain” #251
Go, tell it on the mountain,
Over the hills and ev'rywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain,
That Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,
Behold throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.

Down in a lowly manger
The humble Christ was born,
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn.
© Words and Music Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

SHARING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST

HYMN
“Silent Night” #239
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and Child.
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heav'nly hosts sing alleluia!
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light;
Radiant beams from Thy holy face



With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!
© Words: Public Domain Music: Public Domain CCLI License # 901579

GOING FORTH
Blessed by God’s love and strengthened by God’s
Grace, let us be the church to the people we are with.
Amen.

The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in loving
memory of Fred T. Davis by his family.

Thanks be unto God for His Unspeakable Gift.
2 Corinthians 9:15

Those we love can never be more than a thought away.
For as long as there’s a memory they live in our hearts

to stay.

QR Code provided for your tithes and offerings. Thank
you.

Christma� Poinse�ia�
The poinsettias which grace our sanctuary this
holiday season are given to the glory of God in

memory and honor of those who have touched our
lives.

I� Lovin� Hono� of:
Our beautiful grandchildren by Jerry & Laurie Buss

The fabulous staff and Sunday School teachers at
SJUMC by Dave & Ginny Griffith

Our children, Tonia, Travis, and Thomas
Heitzenrater & their families by Jim & Sherry
Heitzenrater

Carol Smith, dear friend, wishing her a wonderful
birthday by Ginger Johnson

Mary Ann Williams, previous coach. Thank you for
the impact you made on me by Ginger Johnson

Jo Ann Brown, previous teacher. Thank you for the
impact you made on me by Ginger Johnson

Chris Walenta, Scotty Walenta, and Jodi Richey by
Bunnie Moore

Jeff Clary by Carol & Gary Pikett

Julian Vargas by Carol & Gary Pikett

Our grandchildren, Cierra, Karleigh, James, Ella,
and Brooks by Jimmy & Cindy Stegemiller

Brandie, Kate, and Ella Mitchell by Joyce Trigger

My children, Kelle, Keith, and Kevin by Mary Ann
Williams

I� Lovin� Memor� of:
My mother, Lota Guynes by Lynnett Alderson

Dan Boone by SueZanne, Dan, Vicky, Marjorie, and
Neal

Our son, Blake Newman Bunk by John & Nancy Bunk
and family

Our parents and three brothers, Joe, Mike, and
Steve by Jerry & Laurie Buss

Nathan Maldonado by Jerry & Laurie Buss
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Our parents, W.I. Carpenter, Sr., Margaret Carpenter,
Jack Stanford, and Margie Stanford by Irvine & Patsy
Carpenter

Family members by Donna Donahue

Alice Brown by Mike Greenwood

Bobby Greenwood by Mike Greenwood

Our parents, Jack & Margaret Griffith and W.D. &
Thelma Sims by Dave & Ginny Griffith

Loved ones by Gary & Lynne Handwerk

Violet Harlan by Kay Harlan

Our loving husband, father, and grandfather, Ron
Hricko by Susan Hricko & Family

Our loving parents and grandparents, Walt Wilson
Family by Susan Hricko & Family

Helen Wisner by Sam & Ruth Mayson

Dorothy Warnick by Sam & Ruth Mayson

Shirley & Bill Morefield by Klip & Vona Morefield

Johnny Moore by Bunnie Moore

James & Sheelagh Nicholl, forever in our hearts by
Margaret & Malcolm Nicholl

Thomas & Margaret McNally, forever in our hearts by
Margaret & Malcolm Nicholl

Bill McNally, forever in our hearts by Margaret &
Malcolm Nicholl

Stephen Rogers by Kathy Rogers & Andy Sugalski

Al Sugalski by Kathy Rogers & Andy Sugalski

Tony Singletary by Raynell Singletary

Bruce Smiley by Maggie Smiley

Mike Sojourner by Beth Sojourner

Bob Sunday by Mary Sunday

Estelle Thiesfeld by Lee Thiesfeld

Larry Walker by Donna Walker

Troy Williams, Bill & Sammie Wright, and John &
Hattie Drozd by Kevin, Stephanie, Luke, & Logan
Williams


