
 

 

 
 

 



 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

DECEMBER 24, 2020 
4:00PM 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP 
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access 
our live worship, please click here. 
 
PRELUDE    “Breath of Heaven” 

Diane Nichols, soloist 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: God is telling the great story of our lives. It’s 

the story of when God became one of us. 
People: We come to listen to the angels tell this 

story. It’s full of mystery and surprise. 
Leader: May we listen carefully, because within the 

story of Christmas is an invitation for us to see 
God for ourselves. 

People: A child has been born for us! God’s own 
son is given to us! And his name is 
Emmanuel. Amen. 

 

HYMNS    “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
O come all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant 
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem 
Come and behold Him, born the King of angels 
 
O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him 
O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord 
 
Sing choirs of angels, sing in exultation 
O sing all ye citizens of heav'n above 
Glory to God all glory in the highest 
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“O Little Town Of Bethlehem” 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
The silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth, the everlasting Light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
Are met in thee tonight 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem descend to us we pray 
Cast out our sin and enter in be born in us today 
We hear the Christmas angels,  
the great glad tidings tell 
O come to us abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel 
© Words and Music Public Domain CCLI License # 901579 

“Away In A Manger” 

Away in a manger no crib for a bed 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 
The stars in the sky looked down where He lay 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay 
 

Be near me Lord Jesus I ask Thee to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray 
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care 
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there 
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PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Luke 2:1-20 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor 
Augustus that all the world should be registered. 
2This was the first registration and was taken while 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. 5He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, 
the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 
gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
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bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 
there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then 
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great 
joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom he favors!” 
15When the angels had left them and gone into 
heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us 
go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
16So they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 
they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary 
treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 
 
 

SERMON    “Looking in the Manger”  
Rev. Jeff Gantz 
 
 

CELEBRATING HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord! 
 

Holy God of Christmas, we come before this table, 
like the shepherds came before the feeding trough. 
We come to witness and be a part of the gift you 
have brought us.  
--In the cry of a baby, you give hope to all who cry. 
--In the songs of the angels, you give voice to those 

who are silent. 

--And in the light of a star, you help those of us who 
are lost, find our way again. 

And what we have discovered in the Christmas story, 
O God, is that everything you do leads us back to 
what this table ...this feeding trough represents for 
us...which is that you want to be in our lives, even if 
our lives are a mess.  
So, you were born of body and blood. You were born 
human, just like one of us. At your birth the angels 
sang: 

“Glory to you in the highest and 
peace to your people on earth.” 

 

And we join with them tonight to praise you: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest.Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

In the manger, you reminded us of your great love. 
And then you grew and began teaching us how to 
share that love with each other. You taught us that 
we are all precious and sacred in your sight. Your life 
was like a giant light that completely pushed back the 
darkness to reveal your father’s love. Even in the 
end, you continued to show your love, humbling 
yourself on a cross. 
 

Tonight we recall that gift. The night that your 
disciples gathered around a table to share your love, 
like angels gathering around the sky to proclaim your 
love, like shepherds gathering around a manger to 
witness your love, like an infant crying out  gathers 
joy in the room for those longing to hear life 
happen.And we peer in the manger and whisper to 
this baby: 
 

Christ has died;  
Christ is risen;  
Christ will come again. 

 

Show up in the bread and cup before us today. Let 
your Holy spirit take away our fear, and give us the 
courage to live as a people changed by Christmas. 
To be a people of hope and love and holy peace. In 
the name of Christ. Amen. 
 
 
  



 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
The Fregia Family 

Reader:  
The promise that God made long ago is now fulfilled: 
“Unto us a child is given, unto us a savior is born and 
the whole world will be his.” God has found a way to 
be with us. As we light the center candle, it 
symbolizes that Christ is the center of our lives too! 
We, who once walked in darkness, now walk in the 
light. And this light shall never be overcome! Christ is 
our light. Amen. 
 

Let us Pray: 
Holy God, we thank you for the gift of your son’s 
birth. You have chosen to be the center of our 
lives and you trust us to keep you there. Because 
of Jesus, we will never be the same. May his birth 
give us the joy and courage we need to be his 
people. Amen. 
 

Pastor: I invite you to light a candle where you are. 
And as you light your candle know that the light of 
Christ shines in your home too! 
 

“Silent Night” 
Silent night holy night, all is calm all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child 
Holy Infant so tender and mild 
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace 
 

Silent night holy night, Son of God love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace 
Jesus Lord at Thy birth, Jesus Lord at Thy birth 
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The flowers are given to the Glory of God in memory of 
Fred T. Davis by his family. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:1 
There is a time for everything, and a season for every 

activity under heaven… 
 

Praying for the season ahead to be full of change, 
growth, healing and love. 

 
 

  

Christmas Poinsettias 

The poinsettias which grace our sanctuary this 
holiday season are given to the glory of God in 
memory and honor of those who have touched 

our lives. 
 

In Loving Honor of: 
 

First Responders by Grateful citizens 
 

Health Care Workers by Grateful citizens 
 

Patsy & Irvine Carpenter by SueZanne, Danny and 
Vicky Boone 
 

Bobbie Sue Woodfin by SueZanne, Danny and 
Vicky Boone 
 

Marguerite Gupton by Sam Gupton and family 
 

Ron & Linda Moore by Lori, Loren, Nathan, 
McKenzie, Aislee, Penelope and Pippa 

 
In Loving Memory of: 

 

Fred Andrews by Lily Andrews 
 

Donald L. Blust by Lori, Loren, Penelope and Pippa 
 

Dan Boone by SueZanne, Danny and Vicky Boone 
 

Ronald T. Hricko by The Hricko Family 
 

Max M. Johnson by Claudia L. Johnson 
 

Shirley & Bill Morefield by Vona & Klip Morefield 
 

James & Sheelagh Nicholl by Malcolm & Margaret 
Nicholl 
 

Thomas & Margaret McNally by Malcolm & 
Margaret Nicholl 
 

Margaret Millar, Mildred Cox and Bill McNally by 
Malcolm & Margaret Nicholl 
 

Mike Sojourner by Beth Sojourner 
 

Mary Sue Bethel by Roberta Terrell 
 

Cliff Terrell by Robarta Terrell 
 

Estelle Thiesfeld by Lee and Darren Thiesfeld 
 

Jason Thiesfeld by Lee Thiesfeld and Donna Walker 
 

Larry Walker by Donna Walker 


