


ORDER OF WORSHIP
A SERVICE OF ASHES
FEBRUARY 22, 2023

6:30PM

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE WORSHIP
You are invited to use this bulletin during our live worship service at 11:00am on Sunday morning. To access
our live worship, please click here.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Come, young and old, and make yourself

Holy before your God.
People: We gather to be made Holy by God’s

grace.
Leader: You are invited to cry out to God. To trust in

God’s mercy. And to follow God’s voice.
People: We come to be made whole again. We

come to worship.

HYMN
“Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”
Lord, who throughout these forty days
For us didst fast and pray,
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins
And close by Thee to stay.

As Thou with Satan didst contend,
And didst the victory win,
O give us strength in Thee to fight,
In Thee to conquer sin.

As Thou didst hunger bear, and thirst,
So teach us, gracious Lord,
To die to self, and chiefly live
By Thy most holy word.

And through these days of penitence,
And through Thy passiontide,
Yea, evermore in life and death,
Jesus, with us abide.

Abide with us, that so, this life
Of suffering overpast,
An Easter of unending joy
We may attain at last.
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PRAYER

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in
order to be seen by them; for then you have no
reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever
you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I
tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when
you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they
may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have
received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go
into your room and shut the door and pray to your
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will reward you.

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they
have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put
oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret
will reward you.
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves
break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
consumes and where thieves do not break in and
steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also.
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HOMILY
“Secret Places”

ANTHEM
“Search Me, O God” Chancel Choir

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Eddie Allsup
Let us pray,
Merciful God,  We confess that we have not loved
you with our whole heart.  We have failed to be an
obedient church.We have not done your will, We
have broken your law, We have rebelled against
your love, We have not loved our neighbors, And
we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive
us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Eddie Allsup
Leader: Hear the good news. No life is too broken for

God to redeem! Our God will always find us
where we are. In the name of Jesus Christ,
you are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, You are
forgiven! Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OVER THE ASHES Rev. Jeff Gantz
Pastor: Almighty God, you are the one who created
us out of the dust of this earth. Grant that these
ashes may be a sign of our mortality, our need for
you. May they also remind us of your everlasting
Grace. Create in us clean hearts and revived spirits.
Amen.

IMPOSITION OF ASHES
(At this time, you are invited to come forward and
receive the sign of the cross upon your forehead.)

CLOSING HYMN
“Take My Life and Let It Be” #399
Take my life and let it be
Consecrated Lord to Thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee

Take my voice and let me sing
Always only for my King
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
Take my silver and my gold
Not a mite would I withhold
Take my intellect and use
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose

Take my will and make it Thine
It shall be no longer mine
Take my heart it is Thine own
It shall be Thy royal throne
Take my love my Lord I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store
Take myself and I will be
Ever only all for Thee
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GOING FORTH
As you go forth in the world today, may these ashes
remind you that we all are marked with the need for
God. The church challenges you to wear them
throughout the rest of the evening as a symbol that
we can no longer afford to hide our brokenness from
each other. We need each other to be healed and
whole.


