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WELCOME AND INSTRUCTIONS 
Every year St. John’s UMC gathers to begin our forty-day journey of Lent with the imposition of ashes and 
corporate prayer. For many, Lent is an opportunity to renew one's faith commitment through sacrifice or 
committing to specific spiritual practices. 
 
This year, because we can not physically gather and share in the receiving of ashes, we invite you to collect a 
little bit of dirt or soil around your house to be used as the “ashes” for this service. During worship you will be 
directed and invited to mark yourself with the sign of the cross.  
 
You are invited to use this bulletin as we worship together. To access our live worship, please click here. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: As we start our journey of Lent, may the 

grace of God be with us. 
People: As we gather for worship, may God’s 

holy presence meet us where we are. 
Leader: We are created from the dust, and from the 

dust we cry out to God. For God is merciful 
and forgiving.  

People: Breathe on us, Holy God, and fill us with 
new life again.  

 
 

HYMN    “Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days”  
Lord who throughout these forty days 
For us didst fast and pray 
Teach us with Thee to mourn our sins 
And close by Thee to stay 
 
And through these days of penitence 
And through Thy passiontide 
Yea evermore in life and death 
Jesus with us abide 
 
Abide with us that so this life 
Of suffering over past 
An Easter of unending joy 
We may attain at last 
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OPENING PRAYER  
O God, maker of everything and judge of all that you 
have made. From the dust of the earth you have 
formed us and from the dust of death you would raise 
us up. By the redemptive power of the cross, create 
in us clean hearts and put within us a new spirit, that 
we may repent of our sins and lead lives worthy of 
your calling; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit: one God, 
now and forever. Amen.  
 
 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 
order to be seen by them; for then you have no 
reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever 
you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I 
tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when 
you give alms, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be 
done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you.5“And whenever you pray, do not be 
like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in 
the synagogues and at the street corners, so that 
they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, 
go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the 
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they 
have received their reward. 17But when you fast, put 
oil on your head and wash your face, 18so that your 
fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you. 
19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 
where moth and rust consume and where thieves 
break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
consumes and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also. 
 
 
SERMON Rev. Jeff Gantz 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond


 

 
ANTHEM  
 
 

INVITATION TO A LENTEN DISCIPLINE 
Leader: You are invited, in the name of the Church, 
to observe a holy Lent: by self examination and 
repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and 
by reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word. To 
make a right beginning of repentance and to 
remember your mortal nature. Let us now bow before 
our Creator and giver of life. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Let us pray, 

Almighty and merciful God,  
we know that when we offend one another,  

we offend you.  
We realize that we have often  

allowed the shadow of hate to cloud our souls, 
hiding the light of your love.  

We have said unpleasant and hurtful things to 
our families and friends. We have acted out of 

jealousy and prejudice. We have destroyed 
bonds of respect and love. We have let fear rule 

our lives rather than hope and faith. 
Lord, we have asked for forgiveness before, and 

yet we continue to sin.  
Help us to return our lives back to you. 

Help us, by your Holy spirit, to find our grounding 
in your grace. 

In the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

(A moment of silent confession) 
 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE DUST 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of 
the earth. Grant that this soil may be to us a sign of 
our mortality and penitence, so that we may 
remember that only by your gracious gift are we 
given everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

THE SYMBOL OF OUR MORTALITY 
(Using the dirt that you have, you are invited to make 
a sign of the cross on your forehead. As you do, say: 
“You are dust and to dust you shall return. Repent 
and believe in God.”) 
 

WORDS Of FORGIVENESS 
Leader: As we wear our dust, let us remember what 
God can do with dust. God can breathe into it and 
create new life. God can make a forest grow in dust 
and dirt. God can make a stream of water rise up in 
the middle of a desert. God can move mountains and 
raise up valleys. So, God can do amazing things with 
us! 
In the name of the one who created dirt and snow 
and gave you breath, you are forgiven! 
 

People: In the name of Jesus Christ we are all 
forgiven! Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
 

CLOSING HYMN    “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated Lord to Thee 
Take my moments and my days 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
Take my hands and let them move 
At the impulse of Thy love 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee 
 

Take my will and make it Thine 
It shall be no longer mine 
Take my heart it is Thine own 
It shall be Thy royal throne 
Take my love my Lord I pour 
At Thy feet its treasure store 
Take myself and I will be 
Ever only all for Thee 
© Words: Public Domain  
Music: Public Domain  
CCLI License # 901579 
 
 

GOING FORTH 
 
 
 
 

 


