
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

The gutter fell off the parsonage.

It has been trying to fall off of the house for quite some time too, years in fact. I
have noticed that it starts to bend and bow when there is a good bit of rain. So,
every year I climb up the ladder and clean out the leaves, and the wet pine
needles, and the little scraps of paper that have blown up and settled in the
muddy goo. Every season the gutter fills back up and I have to climb the ladder
again. But this week, the storms were too strong and the gutter finally just
collapsed.

I wonder if we feel like that old broken gutter sometimes, you know? Ever feel like
your life just can’t handle one more storm? One more change? One more
disappointment? Even if you try to get ahead of it and prepare for the storms in life, sometimes the storms come
too fast and hard to avoid it.

I suspect in those times we may even wonder if it would be better to just leave the whole house behind. Find a
new house with a new gutter. Find a new life? But we all know that storms are everywhere, don’t we? Broken
gutters and rain clouds are a part of life.

But so are clear skies and sunny days! They are a part of life too.

And it is on those sunny days we are given the opportunity to get out the ladder and nails and help each other
repair what the storms have tried to destroy. On those days between the storms, there is ample time to repair
what needs fixin'.

So, what "gutters'' are starting to buckle in your life? And how might you help someone else with theirs this
week? As we do, we live into the truth that our love is greater than any storm we face.

I invite you to celebrate that this Sunday. See you in church, rain or shine!

Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Communion Offering: September’s Communion Offering will go toward the Good Samaritan Fund. The Good
Samaritan Fund is used by St. John’s pastors - current and future - to help people who have a financial need,
not only within our church, but within our community.

St. John’s Facebook page: We invite you to “Like” our St. John’s Facebook page. Every “Like” increases our
visibility and enables us to reach and grow more disciples! https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin – September 4.

Office Closed: The church office will be closed on Monday, September 5 in observance of Labor Day.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Nx3uwPBNOk_u5qa2CG5iRhRbNoKjZkwfCsgOZlEVEZ0/edit?usp=sharing


MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Rosenberg-Richmond Helping Hands Night at the Ballpark: Come out and enjoy the Space Cowboys game,
while also raising money for RRHH on Friday, September 16 at 7:05pm vs. Salt Lake City Bees! To purchase
tickets, visit: Space Cowboys vs Bees - MyProVenue. Enter coupon code: RRHH. Tickets are $18 each and $5
from each ticket goes back to Rosenberg-Richmond Helping Hands.

Jelly Jars: It is time to start preparing for holiday jalapeño jelly. If you have 4oz jars you’d like to donate, please
drop them off in the church office.

St. John’s UMC/Smith Elementary Church-School Partnership for 2022-2023: This will be our seventh year
to work with Smith Elementary on Lamar Drive in Richmond. St. John’s UMC does not try to be the school’s
PTO, which does not exist, but rather we have been a monthly support for the teachers, staff, custodial workers,
and cafeteria workers (70). We also have groups within the partnership which focus on the students. We would
love to include you in this awesome undertaking. You can contact Melissa Rocha, our wonderful church
secretary, at 281-342-6631, or you can phone me, Jo Ann Brown, 713-823-0217 or email
joannbrown43@comcast.net, or see me at church. If you don’t have the time to help, you may like to make a
contribution to the St. John’s UMC/Smith Elementary Partnership account.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Kids Worship Bags: Make sure you pick up a Kids Worship Bag - filled with coloring sheets and other activities
for busy hands - to help your kids through worship! Bags are located near the door from the church offices into
the Sanctuary and at the bottom of the balcony staircase. Please return the bags after worship so that we can
refill them for the following week.

Youth Progressive Dinner: On September 18, the Youth will meet at the church after choir practice (4:00 if you
are not in choir), and we will head out to different homes of church members for appetizers, dinner, dessert, and
pool party! This is a great opportunity to jump into youth activities for the year AND help plan upcoming youth
events!

We will need a few parent volunteers to drive groups of kids to the various stops. RSVP to the church office via
email or phone if your youth (don't forget to bring a friend!!) would like to participate and if you'd like to
chaperone. We look forward to a great turn out!!

Children’s Choirs: Children's Choirs for age 4 through 5th grade are on Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00pm. Forms
can be picked up from the church office. For more info, please contact Tim Benson at
tim.benson@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

ADULTS
Women’s Book Club: Our September book is The Stationery Shop by Marjan Kamali. Discussion will take
place on Saturday, September 10 at 9:30am in room 105.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://mlb.tickets.com/?agency=MILB_MPV&orgid=55531&pid=9037013&tfl=Sugar_Land_Single_Game_Tickets-tickets-na-single_game_tickets-x0-unknown-unknown#/event/9037013/ticketlist/?view=sections&minPrice=8&maxPrice=60&quantity=1&sort=price_desc&ada=false&coupon=RRHH&seatSelection=false&onlyCoupon=true&onlyVoucher=false
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/42201995-the-stationery-shop?from_search=true&from_srp=true&qid=c5BDvTWtfe&rank=1
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

