
FROM THE PASTOR 
Hey Church, 
 
As our various school districts are firming up plans to open, or not open, or somewhere inbetween, I want you 
to know that we are prayerfully looking at our own options as a community of faith. Obviously, nothing like a 
mass opening will happen until the health status of our country changes. However, I do anticipate a time soon 
when we will offer a limited “in-person” worship opportunity in Wendt hall again, while also maintaining our 
Facebook Live presence. Currently, we are looking at some time in September as a target. We will keep you 
informed. 
 
Many of you have asked also if we plan to maintain a live worship experience via social media after the 
pandemic crisis is over. You will be happy to hear that the answer is, “Yes!” In fact, we are working hard to 
make sure that it does become a permanent part of our worship outreach. Our Admin Council has set aside 
some generous funding that will allow us to update our audio and visual equipment, allowing us to offer a 
wonderful worship service via social media for years to come. I am grateful for their forward thinking and their 
commitment to moving St. John’s into a new future. 
 
I am also grateful for a church family that wholeheartedly understands that this pandemic did not put the 
brakes on ministry. In some ways, our ministries have had to be even more creative and active than ever 
before. Your continued financial investment into this church allows us to meet those needs with grace and joy. 
 
Thank you for being you!  
 
See you Sunday, 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 

NEEDS THIS WEEK 
Smith Elementary Christmas Store: We are starting to prepare for our annual Christmas Store. Our first 
need is LOTS of 16oz (or close to it) jars (peanut butter, jelly, picante sauce, pickle jar, etc. just needs a lid that 
will not pop off). New and used are acceptable. Please drop them off at the contactless drop-off box located at 
the Wendt Hall doors. We are also in need of monetary donations. If you would like to make a contribution, 
please mail a check to the church and earmark it “Christmas Store,” or make an appointment to stop by the 
office.  
 
 

FOCUS THIS WEEK 
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this 
email.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Yq3zjgoOEcNEI7_dCYz4NKgzloD9hC1i7YxyLV_HrvI/edit?usp=sharing  

 

Adult Sunday School: If you would like to join one of our adult Sunday School classes via Zoom, please send 
an email to one of the leaders so they can add you to the Zoom invitation.  

● Come As You Are: Kathy Kail brettkail@sbcglobal.net 
● Sojourners: Kay Harlan kay-harlan@sbcglobal.net 
● Good News: Virginia Shelton vshelton5907@gmail.com  

 
 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Backpack Drive: If you would like to help offset the cost of the backpacks, please make a monetary donation. 
Donations can be made by dropping off a check at the church or mailing it to us at 400 Jackson Street, 
Richmond TX 77469. Mark checks with "Backpacks" in the memo line.  
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Kroger Community Rewards: Did you know you can support St. John’s UMC just by shopping at Kroger? It's 
easy when you enroll in Kroger Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Plus Card at 
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com, and select St. John’s UMC (NPO #83122) as the organization you wish 
to support. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for St. John’s UMC every time you shop and use your 
Plus Card! If you were previously enrolled or think you might currently be enrolled, please remember 
you have to re-link your card every year on August 1st for the next fiscal year. 
 
Food Drive: Thank you to all who donated to the Food Drive. Your donations helped feed our neighbors - big 
and small!  
 
 

LOOKING FOR VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERS 
We are starting a new ministry here at St. John's hoping to tie generations together during this crazy time. Now 
that school is out and VBS is canceled, we hope to "feed our kids" with some Bible knowledge and keep the 
spirit of faith and camaraderie moving in our children.  
 
I will be facilitating a Bible Hero Guest who will "tell their story" and be in costume. (HINT: this is what we need 
adult volunteers to sign up to do!) On Zoom, I will reconnect with the kids and then introduce our guest Bible 
Hero who will tell their story (or a portion of their story) to the kids. Either the Hero will lead a discussion or I will 
take over at that point and discuss the story/lesson learned from the character.  
 
I think it will be an awesome way to keep the kids involved in church, learning, and connecting while we are 
busy social distancing. I also think it will be an amazing way to bring generations of all ages together!  
 
Sign up link: https://bit.ly/2VvNH27 
 
If you have any creative ideas for how else we might serve our children during this time, please send me an 
email or give me a call! --Nancy Volding nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org, 281-543-6965 
 
 

ADULTS 
Altar Flowers: Do you want to memorialize or honor a loved one? Consider sharing the love with your church 
family by placing flowers on the altar on August 30, September 27 or October 11. Please contact the church 
office at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org to sign up or for more information. 
  

Women’s Book Club: The group will read This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger and meet via Zoom to 
discuss on Saturday, August 8. If you’ve read the book and would like to join the Zoom meeting, please contact 
Kay Harlan at kay-harlan@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Wrapped in Love: The Prayer Shawls ministry group is continuing to knit and crochet shawls and prayer 
squares during this time. We want to let you know that these are still available for church family and friends. If 
anyone finds they have more time available now and want to participate, we have a couple crochet patterns for 
shawls and a simple pattern for the prayer squares. Any shawl pattern you choose will work just fine. There is 
plenty of 4-ply yarn in various colors that has been donated and can be accessed by coordinating with the 
church office. We continue to have conversations via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays from 1-1:30. 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a prayer shawl or prayer square, or are interested in 
joining the Prayer Shawls ministry (or just want to chat via Zoom a couple of times a month!), please contact 
Susan Jett (jett_susan@hotmail.com) or the church office.  
 

Face Mask: Are you in need of a reusable face mask? Please stop by Mercy Goods to purchase a mask for 
$5.00. All proceeds benefit Mercy Goods.  
 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
https://bit.ly/2VvNH27
mailto:nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
mailto:church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
mailto:kay-harlan@sbcglobal.net


Alzheimer’s Support Group: The Richmond/Rosenberg Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group is unable to 
meet face-to-face at this time due to the restrictions of COVID-19, but if you would like to join the group or if 
you’re in need of help, you may call the Alzheimer’s Association at 1-800-272-3900. You may also access the 
Alzheimer’s website (alz.org). We also have a Facebook page (Richmond-Rosenberg Alzheimer’s Support 
Group). We are here for you!  
 

Parkinson’s Group: The group is still not meeting. We will let you know when sessions will resume. 
 

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at 
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the 
website anytime.  
 
Stay in Contact: If you have a prayer request or other concern, please give us a call or email us. We are still 
available to you from home! 
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