
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

Kim and I are taking a few days’ vacation so I won’t be there this Sunday. However, I am excited to share with
you that our guest preacher this Sunday is our very own Rev. Julia Riley! Julia grew up at St. John’s and heard a
call into ministry early on in her life. Recently Julia was fully ordained as a United Methodist pastor and is
currently serving Central United Methodist Church in Galveston, TX. I am so grateful that Julia was able to take
a Sunday off from her current church appointment to preach for us! I know that you will be blessed this Sunday
to be a part of her leadership and gifts.

Also, don’t forget that we are having an Admin Council meeting on August 28 at 2:30 (TIME CHANGE!). More
information will be given about this meeting during our announcements in church.

See you Next Sunday!
Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Childcare: If you need childcare (any age) for the August 28 Administrative Council meeting, please RSVP to
the church office by Thursday, August 25. You can call 281-342-6631 or email
church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

Rosenberg Richmond Helping Hands Night at the Ballpark: Come out and enjoy the Space Cowboys game,
while also raising money for RRHH on Friday, September 16 at 7:05pm vs. Salt Lake City Bees! To purchase
tickets, visit: Space Cowboys vs Bees - MyProVenue. Enter coupon code: RRHH. Tickets are $18 each, $5 from
each ticket goes back to Rosenberg Richmond Helping Hands.

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin – August 21.

Blessing of the Backpacks: All educators and students are invited to bring their backpacks/bags to church on
Sunday, August 21 for either service to receive a special blessing.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Jelly Jars: It is time to start preparing for holiday jalapeño jelly. If you have 4oz jars you’d like to donate, please
drop them off in the church office.

St. John’s UMC/Smith Elementary Church-School Partnership for 2022-2023: This will be our seventh year
to work with Smith Elementary on Lamar Drive in Richmond. This year the TEA reported that Smith had moved
from a “C” rating to an “A” rating. The ratings are based on test scores in addition to “closing the gap” in
achievement. Smith has a minority enrollment of about 90% of the student body. St. John’s UMC does not try to
be the school’s PTO, which does not exist, but rather we have been a monthly support for the teachers, staff,
custodial, and cafeteria workers (70). We also have groups within the partnership which focus on the students.
Susan Jett is leading the monthly snack group and Lynn Hewitt is leading the two luncheons - Christmas and
Teacher Appreciation. The LIFT ladies group led by Dory Taverner is taking on the Halloween candy bags
project for the children. Vicki Ward and Cathy Madron lead the gargantuan Christmas gift project for the
students. In addition, we have provided helpers with the school’s book fair in the spring, provided money to help
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those students whose families don’t have extra money for buying a book, provided cookies for parent’s night,
and bought packets of popcorn for the popcorn machine that we bought the school a few years ago. Finally, we
have also provided tutors. We would love to include you in this awesome undertaking. You can contact the
people that I mentioned, or you can just call Melissa Rocha, our wonderful church secretary, at 281-342-6631, or
you can phone me, Jo Ann Brown, 713-823-0217 or email joannbrown43@comcast.net, or see me at church. If
you don’t have the time to help, you may like to make a contribution to the St. John’s UMC/Smith Elementary
Partnership account.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Back to School Bash!: All kids and youth are invited to our Back to School Bash on Sunday, August 28 from
5:00-7:00pm. Wear your swimsuits and come for some relief from the August heat! We'll have a giant inflatable
slip-n-slide, water balloon burst, hot dogs, and lots of other fun games and activities! Don’t forget your towel! We
will see you there!

Box Tops: Smith Elementary participates in the Box Tops for Education program offered by General Mills. You
can help Smith out by scanning your eligible receipts in the Box Tops app. For assistance, please contact the
church office.

Children’s Choirs: Children's Choirs for age 4 through 5th grade will begin Wednesday, August 31 from
4:00-5:00pm. Forms can be picked up from the church office. For more info, please contact Tim Benson at
tim.benson@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

ADULTS
Reminder: Please help to keep us informed. If you know of someone in the hospital or who is ill, please call the
church at 281-342-6631, or email the church at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

Mark Your Calendar: We will have an Administrative Council meeting on Sunday, August 28 at 2:30pm (TIME
CHANGE) in Wendt Hall. At the Admin Council meeting, we will be asking ourselves if we think we need to have
a formal period of discernment or not. This simple majority vote will set the direction of what our church does
next.

Important Information and Resources/“Homework”

The first resource is a link to a presentation with Adam Hamilton that Chapelwood UMC hosted, entitled “A
Future with Hope.” Hamilton presents a positive approach to thinking about the place of the United Methodist
Church in the future. https://vimeo.com/734455031

The second link is to a video recording of the informational meeting that our conference offered to help us all
understand more clearly the discernment process, and some history of how we got here. This meeting (which St.
John’s attended in Katy) was led by a committee called “The Future Discernment Task Force (FDTF)”. The
FDTF was formed by the Texas Annual Conference and is made up of a diverse group of leaders. Their goal
was to educate and offer unbiased information. We all agreed that this meeting was well done and extremely
informative! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=axMZOB3YaPM

The third link is a PDF comparing the differences between the “United Methodist Church” and the newly formed
“Global Methodist Church.”
https://www.txcumc.org/files/navigating+the+waters/fdtf/umc-gmc+comparison+chart.pdf
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The fourth link is a thumbnail sketch of what a formal discernment process might look like for St. John’s if we
were to choose that path. https://www.txcumc.org/period-of-local-church-discernment

**And for extra credit, this link will take you to the front page of the Conference Task Force. On it, you will find
everything I mentioned above plus lots more videos and documents! If you read all of it and pass the test, you
can sit in the front row! Seriously, this is the place to go for more information and answers to common questions:
https://www.txcumc.org/FDTF.

Office Closed: The church office will be closed on Monday, September 5 in observance of Labor Day.

Women’s Book Club: Our September book is The Stationary Shop by Marjan Kamali. This novel takes place in
Iran just as the political upheaval begins in the 1950's. It is a beautiful, emotional, honest story about first love,
deep family bonds, and fate. We have a set of this book from the Fort Bend County Library system for you to
sign out in the workroom at church. Copy #s are on the back cover of the book. Discussion will take place on
Saturday, September 10 at 9:30am in room 105.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.
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