
FROM THE PASTOR 
Please click on this link to view a video message from Pastor Jeff. 
 
 

NEEDS THIS WEEK 
Helping Hands Drive: During the months of January and July, we hold month-long food drives to fulfill our 
commitment to Helping Hands. We are asking everyone to bring at least 4 items each. 2020: 2+0+2+0=4. 
Suggested items are beans, soup, peanut butter, pasta, rice, canned fruit, canned meat, jelly, cereal, oatmeal, 
cooking oil, baby food, sugar, flour, juice, toothpaste, toothbrushes, shampoo, soap, toilet paper, feminine 
hygiene products, diapers, wipes, and laundry detergent. These items help stock the local food pantry and 
fulfill a commitment we made years ago to Helping Hands. For monetary donations, please mark your check 
with Helping Hands in the memo line.  
 

Backpack Drive: Our Backpack Drive is underway. The number of jobs lost during the pandemic has 
continued to increase. More and more families will need help to start the school year. Please consider donating 
school supplies or making a monetary donation towards the purchase of supplies. Please mark checks with 
"Backpacks" in the memo line. 
 

We have contactless drop-off boxes for both food and supplies under the covered porch by the Wendt 
Hall doors (5th Street side). Alternatively, you can make an appointment to drop off donations, or mail 
in a monetary donation. 
 
 

FOCUS THIS WEEK 
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this 
email. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rh44Aq56YcSuYIRczyJj2RYx-ijzlb52VbAdGftP_4g/edit?usp=sharing  
 
 

LOOKING FOR VIRTUAL VOLUNTEERS 
We are starting a new ministry here at St. John's hoping to tie generations together during this crazy time. Now 
that school is out and VBS is canceled, we hope to "feed our kids" with some Bible knowledge and keep the 
spirit of faith and camaraderie moving in our children.  
 
I will be facilitating a Bible Hero Guest who will "tell their story" and be in costume. (HINT: this is what we need 
adult volunteers to sign up to do!) On Zoom, I will reconnect with the kids and then introduce our guest Bible 
Hero who will tell their story (or a portion of their story) to the kids. Either the Hero will lead a discussion or I will 
take over at that point and discuss the story/lesson learned from the character.  
 
I think it will be an awesome way to keep the kids involved in church, learning, and connecting while we are 
busy social distancing. I also think it will be an amazing way to bring generations of all ages together!  
 
Keep an eye out for a start date in July. Meanwhile, I have selected many heroes and will await our church 
members to embrace and sign up to assist with a week or maybe even more. Feel free to add names to the 
sign-up list. Call me with any questions: 281-543-6965. 
 
Sign up link: https://bit.ly/2VvNH27 
 
If you have any creative ideas for how else we might serve our children during this time, please send me an 
email! --Nancy Volding nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org 
 
  

https://youtu.be/1Jm87dWy7qo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rh44Aq56YcSuYIRczyJj2RYx-ijzlb52VbAdGftP_4g/edit?usp=sharing
https://bit.ly/2VvNH27
mailto:nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org


ADULTS 
Upper Rooms: If you would like a copy of the July-August Upper Room, please stop by the 5th street entrance 
to pickup a copy. We have a contactless pick-up location right outside the Wendt Hall doors.  
 
Women’s Book Club: The group will read This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger and meet via Zoom to 
discuss. 
 
Face Mask: Are you in need of a reusable face mask? Please stop by Mercy Goods to purchase a mask for 
$5.00. All proceeds benefit Mercy Goods.  
 

Parkinson’s Group: The HAPS group will not meet through July 31st. We will let you know when sessions will 
resume. 
 

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at 
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the 
website anytime.  
 
Stay in Contact: If you have a prayer request or other concern, please give us a call or email us. We are still 
available to you from home. 
 
 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Amazon: AmazonSmile customers can now support St. John's United Methodist Church in the Amazon 
shopping app on iOS and Android mobile phones! Simply follow these instructions to turn on AmazonSmile 
and start generating donations.  

1. Open the Amazon Shopping app on your device. 
2. Go into the main menu of the Amazon Shopping app and tap into 'Settings.’  
3. Tap 'AmazonSmile' and follow the instructions to complete the process. 

If you do not have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app, update your app. Click here for instructions. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/
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