
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

Do you like the rain? As I write this, it is raining outside. Actually, it has been raining off and on for the last week
or so and the weatherman on TV says he expects more to come. I tend to have a “love/hate” relationship with
summer showers like this. On one hand, I know that the rain refreshes the plants and other living things. And I
know that the rain helps wash away the leaves and pollen that stain the driveway.

But on the other hand, I see rain as something of a nuisance. Rain keeps me from taking my evening walk. Rain
gets my shoes wet and messes up an ironed shirt. Rain brings humidity to the house and the mail in the
mailbox. And rain brings mosquitoes. I suspect that few of us wake up and see the rain as something to
celebrate.

In biblical times, however, that is exactly what God’s people did. For them, living in a parched and arid climate,
rain was seen as a blessing. A surprise gift from God who knew when the world needed to be refreshed,
renewed, and brought back into balance. A rainy day was something to be celebrated and enjoyed because it
meant that life was being restored. It reminded them that seasons change.

I suppose one's experience of rain depends on where one is standing when the rain comes. If you are looking
forward to a day at the park with friends, then it is a frustration to deal with. But if you have found yourself in a
long season of drought or if you have discovered that your spirit is thirsty and parched or dried up, then maybe
all this rain is just the symbol you need tapping on your window.

Tap tap tap. Can you hear the rain? It means that life is being renewed, refreshed, and brought back to balance.
But not just for the trees and grass and mosquitoes; also for you and me. That’s the promise of scripture. That
just like the rain comes in due season, so does God. He will bring showers of His grace on your life too. So,
when the next storm passes by, I invite you to go outside and let the rain touch you. Greet the blessing with a
smile on your face and a prayer on your lips. For God is waiting to renew, and refresh, and quench that thirsty
spirit.

See you in church,
Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Office Angels Needed: We are looking for volunteers to help answer the phone and doors on Wednesdays and
Thursdays through the end of summer. We will create a schedule so that you know your shift ahead of time. We
are also looking for office substitutes - volunteers who are able to work in the office on days our office staff is
unable to come in. If you’d like to help, please send your name to church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

Splashway Day: Invite your friends, grandkids, and cousins for FUN on July 21st at SPLASHWAY!!! Families
are, of course, welcome!!! 9:00am - Meet at church (or 10:00am meet us at Splashway). We will leave
Splashway at 4:00pm. Tickets are $29.99. Click on the link below or call the church office to sign up.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-splashway

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – July 11.

Give Freely: The best way to honor our freedom is to give back.  Below are some ways to Give Freely.

mailto:church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-splashway
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bI20MjH-ZvtQEhX0jTijctyowq8WSuYK37Co7hmVwhk/edit?usp=sharing


Give Food: “Give Freely” to those who need a little extra help by donating non-perishable food and personal
hygiene items. We will be collecting items the entire month of July. Drop your items off at one of the food barrels
or the church office. Suggested items include:

● beans
● baby food
● soup
● sugar
● peanut butter
● flour
● Pasta
● juice

● rice
● toothpaste/toothbrushes
● canned fruit
● shampoo/soap
● canned meat
● toilet paper
● jelly

● feminine hygiene
products

● cereal
● diapers
● oatmeal
● baby wipes
● cooking oil
● laundry detergent

Give School Supplies: Help us fill 800 backpacks so that LCISD students can go to school without the worry of
much-needed supplies. We will be collecting items the entire month of July.

Give Blood: It takes ONE hour of your time to help THREE people. We will host our bi-annual drive on Sunday,
August 29 in Wendt Hall from 9:00am-1:00pm. Use the link below to sign up.

https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/330639

Give Time: Give back by giving your time at a charity of your choice.  Suggestions include but are not limited to
Common Threads, Mercy Goods, Lunches of Love, Helping Hands, Meals on Wheels,The Gathering Place, Fort
Bend Women’s Shelter, The Rainbow Room, and Attack Poverty.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Change for Children: It is time to start collecting school supplies for the upcoming school year. Bring your
change and drop it off in one of the backpacks in worship or the collection can in the church office. Below is a list
of items and quantities needed.

● 295 plastic school boxes
● 6100 pencils
● 333 crayons (24 ct.)
● 729 glue sticks
● 504 colored pencils (10 or 12 ct.)
● 688 markers (8 or 10 ct.)

● 725 bottled glue
● 723 rulers
● 1439 spiral notebooks
● 1569 notebook paper
● 1448 pocket folders with brads

Smith Santa Shop: We are looking for supplies and items to stock the Smith Elementary Christmas Store. The
students will earn tickets to purchase gifts for parents. Our goal is to teach “giving to others.” Below is a list of
suggested items. Donations can be dropped off in Room 105 or the church office.

● coffee mugs
● jewelry (broken is ok but no crosses)
● toiletries (regular and travel size-lotion, bath

gel, hand sanitizer, shaving cream and after
shave)

● bath scrubbers
● fingernail brushes
● playing cards
● men’s socks
● gloves
● baseball caps
● flashlights (small and large)

● tape measures
● makeup bags
● fuzzy socks
● pretty notepads and pens
● dominoes
● tweezers
● nail clippers
● lipstick/lip gloss or lip balm
● nail polish
● emery boards
● hand mirrors
● ribbon (all colors and widths)

https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/330639


CHILDREN & YOUTH
Youth Wednesdays: All youth in grades 4-12 are invited to join us on select Wednesdays from 6:00pm-7:30pm
in Wendt Hall for games, a devotional, and food. We encourage you to bring a friend or two! Parents are needed
to lead games and devotion. If you are interested in helping out, please sign up via the link below.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D4BABA922A3F49-youth

Wacky Wet Wednesday FAMILY WATER GAMES: EVERYONE is invited to join us on Wednesday, August 4
from 6:00-8:00pm at the church to mark the end of summer break before school starts again! We need a few
volunteers to help run games. If you are interested, please contact the church office (281-342-6631) or Nancy
Volding (281-543-6965).

ADULTS
Parkinson’s Society: The Houston Area Parkinson’s Society (HAPS) will meet in Wendt Hall every Thursday
morning. This weekly group will meet from 10:00-11:00am and offer a variety of activities week-to-week. HAPS
offers comprehensive services and innovative programs free of charge to people diagnosed with Parkinson’s
disease and their families/caregivers. If you know of anyone who would benefit from this organization, please
contact Angelica Rodriguez at 713-313-1652 to register for activities or for additional information.

Hospitality Time: Hospitality Time is back! Sign-up is by birthday month. (For example, if your birthday is in
August, please sign up for one of the Sundays in August.) We ask that your contribution be in the Gathering
Room (105) by 9:15am on your Sunday. Everyone is welcome to join us for Hospitality Time in the
Gathering Room. Please click here TODAY to sign up!

Women’s Book Club: The July book is American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins. The discussion date will be
Saturday, July 10, at 9:30am in 105 at the church.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.
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