
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

“Short and to the point.” That’s how one of the mission group students described my sermon last Sunday. She
came up to me after church and told me that she really liked our church and the sermon. Pleased by her
comment, I asked her which part of the sermon she enjoyed the most. I was hoping to hear her explain my main
point, but that is not what she shared. Instead, she simply repeated herself,

“It was short…and to the point.”

I left it there.

I must admit that I sometimes dream of moments when someone's life is completely changed by something that
was said in a sermon! I imagine a person hearing a sermon and then deciding to give it all up for the mission
field or turn their life completely around, or even feel compelled to be extra generous to the budget of the church!
This was not one of those moments. Instead, she was just thankful I didn’t drone on forever and said what I
came to say. What she was thankful for was a moment when God’s word was uncomplicated.

While I am grateful that I offered what she needed that day, I know that not all of my attempts are that
successful. However, her comment has triggered me to wonder if we all long for moments where our relationship
with God is, um, less complicated. I suspect the world around us is looking for that too.

So, how might we share the grace of God this week in a way that is (to use her words) “short and to the point”?
How might you and I be living examples of God’s grace in ways that make God more accessible to those around
us? It seems to me that this was one of Jesus’ main goals in his ministry: to make the presence of God more
available to people by loving them and meeting them right where they were. He did this, of course, by simply
loving people in ordinary ways that they could understand, experience, and touch.

This week, we will all have opportunities to make God’s love more accessible to someone else. When these
moments come, may God grant us the wisdom to not overcomplicate how we love or even who we share His
love with. May we have the courage to love like Jesus…“short and to the point.”

See you Sunday,
Pastor Jeff

P.S. I promise nothing about the length of the sermon!

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Back to School Thing: We are starting our collection of school supplies to be ready for an August distribution
date. Each week we will ask you to bring a different item. For Sunday, June 19, we are asking everyone to
bring Crayola crayons - 24 count. If you were unable to drop off your large erasers and #2 pencils, you can
bring them this week. Our goal is to distribute 800 backpacks to local kids on August 6. With the rise in the cost
of EVERYTHING, one completed backpack will now be $35.00. Your supply and monetary donations are very
much needed and appreciated.



FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin – June 19.

A Father’s Day Gift: In celebration of Father’s Day and in honor of all fathers, St. John’s Worship Committee
will make a donation to Common Threads, a Lamar CISD clothing-recycling program. This program is aimed at
building confidence and success in students by providing them with the basic necessities to attend school.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Give the Gift of Life: We will hold our biannual blood drive on Sunday, July 3 from 9:00am to 1:00pm in Wendt
Hall. All donors will receive a pullover as a thank you for their donation. St. John’s has a goal of 15 donors. One
pint can save up to three lives.

https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/346058

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Vacation Bible School: Please be in prayer as we get ready to welcome 96 kids and 30 volunteers the week of
June 20th. We are very excited to once again be able to welcome others to our church. An extra special thanks
and prayers to the group of volunteers setting everything up.

ADULTS
Women’s Book Club: Our July read is The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict, a historical fiction account of
the life of Belle da Costa Green, the personal librarian for J.P. Morgan, who curated the library collection for the
Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle’s high-profile position causes her to mingle with the elite of early twentieth
century New York society and makes her cognizant that she must hide her black identity, lest it cause her to lose
career and credibility. This book will be discussed on Saturday, July 9 at 9:30am in room 105. FBC Libraries
have copies available to be checked out.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_Ktmi8wsC6h3VS6U_PTBbjgc7sMotJz35fx3WO32KHY/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/346058
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

