
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 
Hey Church, 
  
I am grateful at how resilient and creative St. John’s has become during these strange days of 
COVID-19. Your willingness to reach out in new ways, and stay connected through simple acts 
of grace are what makes this church family so wonderful! Thank you for that. 
  
As the leaders of our country, state, counties, and cities figure out the best way to slowly restart 
businesses and ease restrictions, some have asked similar questions about church worship and 
other activities. Let me say that based on our meeting spaces, and other social distancing best 
practices, it is simply not practical or reasonable to open as a place of worship just yet. At this 
point I would even caution opening up for smaller groups; simply because of the protocols that 
need to be put in place to ensure the safety of each person. The time is coming when we will 
open the doors for groups and for worship; just not yet. Instead, I invite and encourage groups 
and classes to continue to find ways to connect via Zoom and other social media. Many of you 
already are, and it has been a blessing. 
  
So, when will we get back to normal? That’s the million dollar question. As of today we continue 
to postpone any group activities in the building until late May and beyond. I hesitate to offer any 
kind of timeline because things seem to be evolving almost daily. However, I will suggest that 
church life will remain alive through social media and other ways for several more weeks. 
Please note that your church is planning ahead at what our future looks like and how we might 
restart community worship and group activities. We have been looking at some options to 
creatively and strategically connect. And while I long to be back together with all of you, I also 
celebrate that our church remains committed to being part of the solution in keeping everyone 
safe in our community.  
  
Having said that, our responses to COVID-19 have actually opened our virtual doors wider and 
have made it possible for more people to be connected to our church family! And that’s exciting 
news. 
  
I also celebrate with you that William Murphree was recommended by our Church Board to 
officially begin the candidacy process toward ordained Ministry! He is the first candidate that I 
know of who was recommended via a Zoom meeting! I know you share with me our support and 
prayers for him as he begins this long journey. 
  
I also invite any of our youth and young people to an exciting new opportunity to connect during 
this time when we are stuck at home. If you are interested, please contact Kenny Fletcher at 
kmfjr@hotmail.com for details. 
  
Thanks for taking the time to read this. I look forward to worshiping together this Sunday!  
 
Pastor Jeff 
 
 
NEEDS THIS WEEK 
Food and Diaper Drive: With so many of our neighbors struggling with the loss of income due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, Helping Hands and Attack Poverty are struggling to keep up with 
the demand. We are asking that you consider dropping off non-perishable food items such as 



canned food, pasta, beans, cereal, Pop Tarts, flour, cooking items, and like items. Donations of 
laundry soap, feminine hygiene products, soaps, and shampoos are also needed. And do not 
forget the smallest neighbors; they need diapers, wipes, baby food, juice, and like items. We 
have a contactless drop-off box under the covered porch by the Wendt Hall doors (5th Street 
side). Please drop off your donations Monday through Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm. 
 
Virtual Worship: If you are interested in helping with worship, please sign up via the link below. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-athome1 
 
 
FOCUS THIS WEEK 
Sunday, May 3: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the 
PDF attached to this email.  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fVx_XAK0hw8VW2wppJBsh9fSCskkd1w1qNj858LUQYA/

edit?usp=sharing 
 

 
OUTREACH AND MISSIONS 
HAPS: The Parkinson’s Group has informed us they will NOT hold meetings in May. We will let 
you know when the weekly meetings resume. 
 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group: In light of current events related to COVID-19, the 
May meeting will be conducted differently. You may join our meeting from the comfort of your 
home by following the link below. 
 

St. John's United Methodist Church 
Thursday, May 7, 7:00 pm–8:30 pm // Monthly on the first Thursday 
Join the meeting // https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2  
To join by phone instead, dial: +1 209-844-4600 // 391420344 # 
Looking for a different dial-in number? See our meeting dial-in numbers  
If also connecting through a room phone, join without audio 

 
We encourage all current and potential members to stay in touch via email, phone, or our 
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/). 
Please remember that you can always access alz.org or call the 800 number if help is needed 
from the Alzheimer's Association (1-800-272-3900). 
 
 
YOUTH 
Senior Sunday 2020: We will celebrate our graduating Seniors on Sunday, May 17 during our 
virtual worship service. 
 
 
ADULTS 
Upper Rooms: The May-June Upper Room is now available on a first come, first served basis. 
We’ve set up a box up outside under the covered porch by the Wendt Hall doors (5th Street 
side). Please stop by at your convenience for a copy. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-athome1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fVx_XAK0hw8VW2wppJBsh9fSCskkd1w1qNj858LUQYA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fVx_XAK0hw8VW2wppJBsh9fSCskkd1w1qNj858LUQYA/edit?usp=sharing
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/static/dialInInfo.html?room=corey.flores.1u2
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/static/dialInInfo.html?room=corey.flores.1u2
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2#config.startSilent=true
https://8x8.vc/alzheimer41122/corey.flores.1u2#config.startSilent=true
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/
http://alz.org/


 
May 2020: We will continue social distancing through May. All May meetings, gatherings, 
practices, etc. are canceled. 
 
Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. 
 
Stay in Contact: If you have a prayer request or other concern, please give us a call or email 
us. We are still available to you from home. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

