
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

As vaccines have become readily available and the infection rate has steadily declined in our area, we have a
lot to be thankful for. I continue to be grateful for our healthcare workers and our leaders who have helped us
all remain as safe as possible over this last year. And while the fight to eradicate COVID-19 is certainly not
over, it does seem as if now is an appropriate time to revisit and restructure some of our safety protocols that
we have all been following.

After consulting with our Administrative Board, we have decided to make these changes to our current
procedures, effective Sunday, May 23:

1) Wearing masks in worship and other activities will be optional. We do, however, continue to encourage
everyone to wear face coverings if they choose too.

2) Seating space for our two worship services will continue to be limited, but not as limited as it has been.
This means that social distancing will be shrinking but not completely eliminated. At this time, signing
up for worship is still required.

3) It goes without saying, but we continue to remain committed to offering our worship service through
social media!

In making these changes, we hope to maintain that tough balance between a need to stay safe and a desire
to allow our church family individual freedoms. We will continue to re-evaluate these policies as we move
forward and as we learn more about COVID-19 in our area. You may notice that other churches, schools, and
local businesses are all trying to make these choices too. Nobody has the “magic right answer.” And no
change in the policy will meet everyone’s needs or understandings of this pandemic.

I am grateful, however, for how seriously we have taken our Christian commitment to serve the needs of
others during these times. I am also grateful for the trust, patience, and support that you have placed in our
leadership and in me through all these months.

We are not out of the woods yet...but, as we get closer, it sure is nice to walk this journey with all of you!

See you Sunday,
Pastor Jeff

NEED THIS WEEK
Backpack Project: Teachers, as you clean your room and get ready for summer break, please consider
donating any unopened or unused school supplies that don’t have a child’s name on them to our Backpack
Project. Thank you in advance for your donation.

FOCUS THIS WEEK
A Mother’s Day Gift: In celebration of Mother’s Day and in honor of all mothers, St. John’s Worship Committee
will make a donation to Fort Bend Women’s Center.

Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – May 9.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Helping Hands: Donations can be dropped off in the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays or at the
contactless box outside of Wendt Hall.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yjpFyp1seX-1uyFZhKbWrbYW2lw7gEjF9KW_6V-qZEM/edit?usp=sharing


Donations/Recycle Items: We have a collection box for all our various donation and recycle projects such as
eyeglasses, cell phones, and Smith Elementary needs (Box Tops and Christmas Store). The unit is located in
105 - The Gathering Room - in the nook around the corner to the right of the coffee station. Please leave
donations there year-round as you come across them!

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Sunday School TEACHER Roundup!: We find ourselves low on kids' Sunday School teachers. Please
consider this service to God's youngest disciples. We follow a written curriculum and the lessons are extremely
well laid out with MANY more activities than you could do in the 40-minute time frame, so there are always lots
of options from which to choose. If this is a mission you would consider being part of, please let me know
through email, text, or phone call. Contact: nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org or cell: 281-543-6965.

ADULTS
Women’s Book Club: Our next book is The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. We will discuss the
novel on Saturday, May 15 at 9:30am on Zoom. If you would like to join the Zoom discussion, please let us know
via email at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Copies are available in the county libraries for individual
checkout.

Wear RED for Pentecost: Sunday, May 23, is Pentecost Sunday! Red is the liturgical color for Pentecost, when
we remember the disciples receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. Help us remember the importance of this day by
wearing something RED to worship.

Upper Rooms: The May-June edition of the Upper Room is now available.

Worship RSVP: If you RSVP for Sunday Worship but find yourself unable to attend, please update your
reservation so that others may use the spot. If you are unable to delete your RSVP, please email the church
office at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org or call 281-342-6631.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group Meeting: We encourage our current members and potential members
to stay in touch by email, phone, or our Facebook page. You can always access the Alzheimer's website
(alz.org) or call the 800 number if help is needed from the Alzheimer's Association (1-800-272-3900). Or,
questions may be sent to email: richmonddementia2014@gmail.com or gallowkj@earthlink.net.

Flower Calendar: If you would like to place flowers on the altar in celebration of or in memory of your loved one,
please click on the link below to review available dates or stop by the church office.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

mailto:nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
mailto:church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
mailto:church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/
https://www.alz.org/
mailto:richmonddementia2014@gmail.com
mailto:gallowkj@earthlink.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

