
A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

This Wednesday, April 21, is the birthday of naturalist John Muir. Born in 1838, Muir grew up on a farm in
Wisconsin. By the time he was 11 years old, he could almost recite the entire Bible by heart! As a young man,
he was fascinated by two things: inventions and God’s creation. However, due to a sawmill accident that nearly
left him blind, he began a journey to never taking God’s beauty for granted. “I bade adieu to all my mechanical
inventions, determined to devote the rest of my life to the study of the inventions of God.”

From that moment, Muir spent his life soaking up the beauty and gifts of the created world. His first adventure
was to walk 1,000 miles from Indiana to the Gulf of Mexico. And then later from San Francisco to the Sierra
Mountain range. His more famous journey was to enjoy a camping trip with President Theodore Roosevelt,
resulting in the creation of the U.S. National Park system.

A less well-known part of Muir's life might be his negative attitude toward African Americans and Native
Americans. A product of his culture, his journals show an interesting journey of a changing attitude toward
others, as he matured and grew more sensitive to other people around him. His travels would help widen his
heart and mind, for sure. Later, he would share how much he learned from people of other cultures and
backgrounds, reminding us all that no one is too old to change their understanding of where beauty can be
found in this ever-changing world.

With his upcoming birthday, I would like to invite you to celebrate by going outside and enjoying a piece of God’s
creation. Take a moment to walk in a park or around your block. Take a moment to discover a new bud on a tree,
feel the warmth of the sun, and listen to the buzz of an insect that darts by. Take a moment to remember that it is
all a gift from God...and you are a gift from God too.

Let’s face it, this has been a long season of staying away from people and responding to the world with caution,
confusion, and frustration. Perhaps it still is in many ways.

But spring is here. New life is also emerging around us. And there is still room to remember that God is doing a
new thing too. So, what new thing needs to emerge from you?

See you Sunday,
Pastor Jeff

“Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and give
strength to body and soul alike.”  -John Muir

NEED THIS WEEK
Sunday School TEACHER Roundup!: With the blessing of Sunday School returning and the laughter and
activity of our children in the hallways (what a JOY!), we find ourselves low on kids' Sunday School teachers. We
need to have two adults in each age grouping each week per Safe Sanctuary guidelines. If we could get a large
group of adults to sign up to teach kids' Sunday School classes (your choice what age), we could easily make a
schedule that would only require you to teach every so often. Please consider this service to God's youngest
disciples. We follow a written curriculum and the lessons are extremely well laid out with MANY more activities
than you could do in the 40-minute time frame, so there are always lots of options from which to choose. If this is
a mission you would consider being part of, please let me know through email, text, or phone call. You will be
blessed beyond measure and be blessing others, as well. Contact: nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org or
cell: 281-543-6965.

mailto:nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org


FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – April 18.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Helping Hands: Donations can be dropped off in the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays or at the
contactless box outside of Wendt Hall.

CHILDREN & YOUTH
Sunday School: All children and youth should go to room 409 at 9:40am for Sunday school. For the
foreseeable future, masks will be required for all ages to keep our children and others safe. Remember to
register your family for church services. Can’t WAIT to see you all!!! If you have any questions, feel free to call
281-543-6965 or email me at nancy.volding@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

2021 Seniors: Graduating Senior Sunday will be on May 16. If you have a graduate this year, please contact the
church office for a Senior Bio Form. Forms and pictures are DUE no later than Sunday, May 2.

ADULTS
Flower Calendar: If you would like to place flowers on the altar in celebration of or in memory of your loved one,
please click on the link below to review available dates or stop by the church office. The next available date is
May 2nd. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.
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