
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

As many of you are already aware, the United Methodist Church has been in a long and challenging debate over
the issue of sexuality and the understanding of how to read scripture. The truth is, most major denominations
have been challenged with this subject, not just us Methodists. As other denominations have made changes in
their structures and church life; the United Methodist Church has taken a much more cautious and slower
approach. We have aimed at a higher call to remain unified, even in our differences. And currently, that process
is still ongoing.

But the progression has been a long, slow, and frustrating journey for some. This has prompted some churches
on both sides of the theological spectrum to disenfranchise from the United Methodist Church and seek new
church affiliations. Some are joining more progressive denominations and some are joining more conservative
denominations, while others have chosen to launch a brand new denomination altogether called the “Global
Methodist Church.” To be clear, at this time, those who have made the choice to leave United Methodism
represent a small minority of our denomination. Yet, their decision to do so has brought much anxiety and
confusion about what the future holds.

In an effort to eliminate some of that anxiety, and help clarify the process of how the United Methodist Church
makes major decisions, Bishop Jones has offered a webinar for anyone who may be interested in these current
events. You can reach the webinar by clicking this link: https://youtu.be/TV4hkxV-rMM.

I hope this webinar will help you put into perspective the larger challenges at stake for our denomination. Please
feel free to give me a call if there are any questions you might have about what you hear. I will try to clear them
up as best I can. As we move forward through these next few months and years, there will be other webinars
and information and I will try to get those out to everyone in appropriate ways.

Lastly, I am so grateful to be a part of St. John’s during these challenging times. St. John’s represents a great
example of the best parts of United Methodism. For well over 175 years we have enjoyed the strength that
comes from staying unified in ministry and mutual love while also making room for theological diversity. It
reminds us that our goal in a church is not to agree on everything, but to love each other as Christ would,
perhaps especially in those places where we differ. It is that unifying love for each other that has made us a
strong, vibrant, and growing church family. In times of frustration and larger church strife, it’s refreshing to be a
part of a local church that is still focused on the greater thing – staying focused on Christ’s call to love.

See you Sunday!

Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Smith Elementary Book Fair: Smith will host their annual book fair April 11-14. We are asking the congregation
to drop off the change in your purse or pockets. This money will be used to pay tax on the books selected if the
parents did not include it. The change will also be made available to help children who do not have any money
to buy a book. The change can be dropped off in the church office or with Jo Ann Brown.

https://youtu.be/TV4hkxV-rMM


FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin – April 10.

Holy Week
Easter Lilies: Place your order now to memorialize and/or honor your loved ones. Lilies are $10 each. Order
forms are available on the piano or in the church office. Orders must be received no later than Sunday,
April 10 (THIS SUNDAY).

Maundy Thursday, April 14:
Worship at 6:30pm; a nursery will be available.

Easter Sunday, April 17:
Easter Worship at 8:30, 9:45, & 11:00am; a nursery will be available for each service.
The church office will be closed on Monday, April 18.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
AmazonSmile: Did you know that you can generate donations while shopping, at no extra cost? Simply start
your shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1457293 to confirm "St. John's United Methodist Church" as your
charity of choice, and AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your eligible purchase price to our organization.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Sunday School: We will not have Sunday School on April 17 (Easter Sunday).

Vacation Bible School: We need your help to get ready for VBS. We are collecting the items listed below.
Please drop them off in the church office or with Megan Bucher. We will collect items until June 5.

● Toilet paper rolls (empty)
● Paper towel rolls (empty)
● Red solo cups
● Battery operated tea lights
● Clear plastic cups
● Pipe cleaners
● Beads
● Tissue paper
● Water bottles (empty)

Discovery on Adventure Island: VBS will return to St. John’s this summer during the week of June 20-24! We
will be going on a Quest for God’s Great Light on Adventure Island and it is sure to be a blast! VBS is open to
children age 4 (as of June 20, 2022) through entering 5th grade. Youth entering 6th grade and up are invited to
sign up as volunteers. We are also looking for adult volunteers!! Registration for children, as well as the
youth/adult volunteer sign-up, can be found on the SJUMC website. We will need many volunteers to be able
to make this a fun and fulfilling experience for our children and the children of our community so please
sign up to help!

ADULTS
Women’s Book Club: The April book will be Masterpiece by Francine Rivers. Discussion will take place on
Saturday, April 9 at 10:30am in room 105.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IBtKixJ-w8NGvBz9qKs7P91cVmF9h50z9KPMfAfsAYg/edit?usp=sharing
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=7ESY3O3L42I7&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2021020916045545fa7cd4eefe4cae916bc52f57a0p0na&R=1VI1FPIUYHGL1&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_vd_x_mkt&H=NZYC6FAJMT9F2HKZRQCMF1VJ6JUA
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteersild-registration
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteers


L.I.F.T.: Ladies In Fellowship Together is a group of ladies of the church who meet once a month to share
devotions, prayers, food, information, support, and laughter. Any lady in the church is invited to join the group on
Tuesday, April 19 at 10:30am in room 105 for the monthly meeting.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

