
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

Did you know that there are at least six United Methodist Churches spread out across Ukraine? As of last count
they total roughly 2,000 members. The United Methodist Conference of Ukraine is quite young and numerically
small, compared to what we might be used to. Practically speaking, Methodism didn’t have a chance to grow in
that region until the 1990s, when some political changes took place and walls were removed, but it is important
to recognize that the Methodist church does exist and is making a significant difference in the lives of the
Ukrainian people. Since the declaration of war last week, our sister churches have opened their doors and
become shelters for people fleeing the violence. Many of the cities where our churches are located are under
attack as I write this letter and it makes me wonder what it is like to be a part of a local church in such a time as
that.

As my heart goes out to all of the citizens of Ukraine, I pray for those whose faith is compelling them to serve
their neighbors in these dangerous times. I pray that the spirit of Christ continues to be made known among the
joy and the actions of those small congregations called Methodists. Today, I ask that St. John’s UMC would join
me in prayer for our brothers and sisters:

Holy God,
We pray for our United Methodist Sisters and Brothers in Ukraine. We ask that you would keep them
safe from harm, strengthen their faith, and equip them to serve and help others to find hope. We pray for
Ukrainian Bishop Eduard Khegay, for his leadership in these troubled times, and for his churches. But
mostly Lord, we ask for peace in that region. We pray that your peace and love would be stronger than
any bomb or act of hate. In Jesus name, Amen.

Blessed are the peacemakers…

Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Lenten Lunch: We invite you to join our church for our annual Lenten Lunch gatherings every Wednesday
during Lent, beginning March 9 at noon in room 105. Each Wednesday we will share a simple meal together and
have a chance to discuss our common faith experience. This time is very informal and makes for a great
opportunity to invite a friend and introduce them to St. John’s. If you would like to help provide food for the
lunches, please click the link below.

Lenten Lunch on Wednesdays

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Communion Offering: The March Communion Offering will go toward Ukraine Relief.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Lenten Food Drive: “For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, a stranger
and you welcomed me” Matthew 25:35. Please consider donating to Helping Hands throughout the Lenten
season by donating non-perishable food, personal hygiene items, toilet paper, laundry soap, and monetary
donations. These items help stock the local food pantry and fulfill a commitment St. John’s made to Helping
Hands many years ago. Your donations help the residents of Fort Bend County.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-lenten1


Diaper and Baby Food Drive: For the next few weeks, we will collect all types of baby food, formula, wipes,
diapers, and pull-ups for our friends at Helping Hands. Please drop off donations in the crib by the office.

Easter Family Fun Day: We are preparing for our annual fun day. We need LOTS of individually wrapped candy
(chocolate is okay), baked goods, and volunteers (ADULT and YOUTH). If you can help with games, in the
kitchen, or other areas, sign up via the link below.

Easter Fun Day

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Confirmation is coming!: Our five-week confirmation class will begin May 1 during the Sunday school hour.
The class is open for anyone in grades 6-12. Together we will explore what it means to be a part of the Christian
faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. For more information and to sign up, please contact the church office at
281-342-6631.

Discovery on Adventure Island: VBS will return to St. John’s this summer during the week of June 20-24! We
will be going on a Quest for God’s Great Light on Adventure Island and it is sure to be a blast! VBS is open to
children age 4 (as of June 20, 2022) through entering 5th grade. Youth entering 6th grade and up are invited to
sign up as volunteers. We are also looking for adult volunteers!! Registration for children, as well as the
youth/adult volunteer sign-up, can be found on the SJUMC website. We will need many volunteers to be able to
make this a fun and fulfilling experience for our children and the children of our community so please sign up to
help!

ADULTS
Lent Bible Study: It is not too late to join in the Lenten study titled “Witness at the Cross; a Beginners guide to
Holy Friday” by Amy-Jill Levine. The study meets at 6:30pm every Tuesday for six weeks in Wendt Hall. Please
sign up through the link below or the church office. Participant books are $15.00 each.

Tuesday Night Bible Study

Women’s Book Club: Our March read is The Last Bookshop in London by Madeline Martin. Copies are
available for checkout from the Fort Bend County Library system. We will meet on Saturday, March 12 at 9:30am
in room 105.

2022 Altar Flower Calendar: If you would like to provide altar flowers for our sanctuary. The dates open are
May 1, September 18, October 2, October 9, November 13, and November 20. Please stop by or call the
office at 281-342-6631 to add your name.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-easter2
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteersild-registration
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-tuesday
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

