
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

The season of Easter is upon us and we are still navigating through the challenges of fighting a pandemic.
However, we are in a much better place than we were this time last year. We now have multiple vaccines and
more information on our side. We have also learned that best practices of face coverings and social distance
work to keep people safe. I am grateful for our church's commitment to doing its part to keep each other and our
neighbors healthy.

For months now, most of our church has decided to remain away from in-person worship and gatherings but the
trend is quickly changing. This week, for example, we reached capacity for in person worship almost as soon as
the sign-up was posted. This is a great challenge to have!

Therefore, we have decided to expand in-person worship to two service opportunities, 8:30 and 11:00, starting
next week on Easter Sunday. And, we will continue to offer two worship services each week moving forward. Of
course, space will still be limited and masks required, so we ask that you continue to reserve seats. As always,
we will continue to offer a Facebook live service at 11:00.

Also, make note that, starting on April 11 th, all Sunday school classes are free to return, provided the class size
can meet the CDC’s best practices of social distancing and face masks. Most of our class sizes can probably
meet this rule within their room size but some may not be able to. I encourage our Sunday school leaders to give
the office a call with any questions and to communicate with their classes.

In short, there is light at the end of the tunnel but we are not at the end of this tunnel just yet! I am sure that we
will continue to make more adjustments as we work our way to that light. Feel free to give me a call with any
questions you might have.

Thanks,
Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Helping Hands: Helping Hands has requested donations of canned meat, canned beans, and peanut butter.
Donations can be dropped off in the church office on Mondays and Tuesdays or at the contactless box outside of
Wendt Hall.

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – March 28.

Mark’s Gospel: Each day we will have members share scripture with us via video. Click on the link each day to
view the newest reading: Mark’s Gospel Lent Readings.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Kroger Community Rewards: Did you know you can support St. John’s UMC just by shopping at Kroger? It's
easy when you enroll in Kroger Community Rewards! To get started, sign up with your Plus Card at
www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com, and select St. John’s UMC (NPO #83122) as the organization you wish to
support. Once you're enrolled, you'll earn rewards for St. John’s UMC every time you shop and use your Plus
Card!

AmazonSmile: Did you know that you can generate donations while shopping, at no extra cost? Simply start
your shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1457293 to confirm "St. John's United Methodist Church" as your
charity of choice, and AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your eligible purchase price to the church.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/16bs3JA0Qsa0G5qlsClizI7MKBsTxPDV1yi2JUq68ulw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1grjP0LQQeYnb9GcnbVnppm7JiCGMPt33yfXsRJShtq0/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=7ESY3O3L42I7&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2021020916045545fa7cd4eefe4cae916bc52f57a0p0na&R=1VI1FPIUYHGL1&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_vd_x_mkt&H=NZYC6FAJMT9F2HKZRQCMF1VJ6JUA


ADULTS
Alzehimer’s Caregiver Support Group Meeting: In light of current events related to COVID-19, we are unable
to meet face-to-face. We are holding a Zoom meeting on Thursday, April 1, at 7:00 p.m. Please click on the
following link to register for the upcoming meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuc-spzMoHNezLo4P_V9Tnoa91w1q0mII Please note: You will
need to register in advance for the meeting. We encourage our current and potential members to join us for
this virtual meeting. Please keep in mind that the Zoom meeting can be joined via phone or video. We also
encourage staying in touch by email, phone, or our Facebook page. You can always access the Alzheimer's
website (alz.org) or call the 800 number if help is needed from the Alzheimer's Association (1-800-272-3900).
Or, questions may be sent to email: richmonddementia2014@gmail.com or gallowkj@earthlink.net.

Holy Week: Make plans to join us for a Maundy Thursday service at 6:30pm and Easter Sunday at 8:30am or
11:00am in person or on Facebook. Worship RSVP links will be available next week.

Women’s Book Club: Our next read will be The Splendid and the Vile by Erik Larson. "Explores the life of
Winston Churchill at war, from his first day as prime minister - when Hitler's forces invaded Holland and Belgium
- to twelve months later through the London Blitz, a time in which the author argues Churchill taught the British
people ‘the art of being fearless.’ Discusses the lives and trials of those closest to Churchill and his personal
relationships as well." History is made alive by Erik Larson, a great story teller, as he has done in many of his
books. Discussion will be Saturday, April 10, on Zoom, at 9:30am. Copies are available for you to borrow from
the Fort Bend County system AND all branches are open!!!! They ask you the COVID questions and your
temperature is checked.

Ways To Give: As we continue to worship from home, and can no longer drop our offering into a plate, St.
John’s invites you to consider ways that you can financially support your church. Below are some of those
opportunities. Thank you in advance for your financial support of our ministries!

1. Go to the St. John’s website (http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/), click on Online Giving on the menu bar,
and then click on the Make a Donation button. A screen will pop up that walks you through how to give
online. It’s easy!! You are in charge of the date, frequency, and the amount you want to give. If you
have ANY questions setting this up, please call Connie at 903-736-8231.

2. Check with your bank to set up an online bill payment through them. This can usually be done online,
but if you run into problems, please call your bank for detailed instructions.

3. Text to give any dollar amount to 281-839-2946. A message will pop up with all of the instructions to
complete your giving transaction.

4. If you are more comfortable dropping your check into the U.S. Mail, please do that. We are monitoring
the mail and depositing all payments regularly.

Flower Calendar: If you would like to place flowers on the altar in celebration of or in memory of your loved one,
please click on the link below to review available dates or stop by the church office.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuc-ispzMoHNezLo4P_V9Tnoa91w1q0mII
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

