
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

As St. John’s gets ready to celebrate their 43rd annual spaghetti supper this Saturday, my mind can’t help but
wonder how a plate of spaghetti might be a great metaphor for a healthy church family. Like a big pile of noodles
all jumbled up together, a healthy and vital church is one that understands the need to be tangled up as one big
family too.

Interestingly, a plate of noodles doesn’t start out that way. Noodles are too rigid and hard and breakable to be
mixed into any sense of community. Rigid noodles need to go through a time of “hot water” together before they
become what they were fully created to be. Churches are like that too. A healthy church is one that lets the “hot
water experience” draw them closer together, rather than pull them apart.

And once a pile of noodles is made to perfection, there is almost nothing they can’t handle or help support. A
pile of noodles can be soaked in a fancy cheese sauce, or tossed around with butter and salt, or always be
counted on to pair perfectly with a traditional tomato gravy. It matters not the topping because the base is strong.

So it is with a healthy church community. Worship styles come and go. Competing flavors of politics and
doctrines might toss us around a bit, different personalities sometimes make things feel a bit cheesier than they
need to be; and sometimes the world can feel as if we are being covered up with something way too thick and
heavy. But we know we can handle it. A perfect plate of spaghetti can handle any kind of sauce if the noodles
remember what their main job is…to hold onto each other so tightly that it is impossible to pull them apart!

Yes, a plate of spaghetti might just be the best metaphor for St. John’s UMC after all!

Hope to see you Saturday!

Napkins provided.

Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Still Need a Photo Appointment?: Were you unable to schedule a directory photo appointment on the dates
we advertised? If you still need to schedule an appointment, please let the church office know by February 10,
so we can compile a list of names. We will work with Universal Church Directories to get an additional date for
those still needing an appointment.

Communion Helpers: If you are interested in helping to serve communion throughout the year at either the
8:30 or 11:00 service, please contact the church office at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org 281-342-6631
to add your name to the list.

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin – February 5.

43rd Annual Spaghetti Supper and Auction: Join us as The Adventure Continues on Saturday, February 4 in
Wendt Hall from 5:00-7:00pm for Dinner & Silent Auction and at 7:00pm for Live Auction. Tickets: $8/Adults,
$5/ages 6-11, 5 and under are free. Proceeds benefit 2023 Choir Tour and Mission Trips.
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February Communion Offering: February’s Communion Offering will go toward Lunches of Love. Lunches of
Love, a non-profit organization, is committed to helping end childhood hunger in Rosenberg-Richmond by
providing a free nutritious sack lunch during extended school holidays and weekends. For more information or
about how you can help, please visit www.lunchesoflove.net.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Food Drive for Helping Hands: Thank you for your continued generous support of this local ministry. Your
donations keep food on the tables of many of our neighbors during difficult times.

Diaper and Baby Food Drive: For the month of February, our St. John’s Children’s Department will collect all
types of diapers, baby food, formula, wipes, and pull-ups for our small friends at Helping Hands. Please drop off
donations at one of our collection barrels or the church office. Thank you, in advance, for supporting our
youngest neighbors in our community through your donations!

AmazonSmile: Did you know that you can generate donations while shopping, at no extra cost? Simply start
your shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1457293 to confirm "St. John's United Methodist Church" as your
charity of choice, and AmazonSmile will donate a portion of your eligible purchase price to our organization.
Amazon is discontinuing this program February 20, 2023 so be sure to make your purchases now to
benefit the church!

CHILDREN
Bad Weather Policy: Please note that St. John’s UMC follows the LCISD Emergency Weather Guidelines. If the
schools close early or cancel events, we will do the same. You can get updates at www.lcisd.org or local radio
and news stations.

February Parents Night Out: We are looking for volunteers to help with a parents night out next month, on
February 25. If you are interested in helping volunteer for a few hours, please email Hannah Cantu at
hkendicott@gmail.com. This is a fun and easy opportunity for high schoolers to earn some community service
hours!!

YOUTH
Boy Scouts: If you are interested in joining Troop 1002, the group meets every Monday at 7:00pm in Wendt
Hall. Please be in prayer as the troop camps out on February 17-February 19 at Arrowhead.

ADULTS
Lenten Bible Study: Join Pastor Jeff as part of an in-person Bible study starting on Tuesday, February 28 at
6:00pm. This year’s study is Entering the Passion of Jesus by Amy Jill Levine. Jesus' final days were full of risk.
Every move he made was filled with anticipation, danger, and the potential for great loss or great reward. Jesus
risked his reputation when he entered Jerusalem in a victory parade. He risked his life when he dared to teach in
the Temple. His followers risked everything when they left behind their homes, or anointed him with costly
perfume. We take risks as we read and re-read these stories, finding new meanings and new challenges. If you
are interested in signing-up, please click here. The cost of the book is $15.

Women’s Book Club: Our next book to read will be In Five Years by Rebecca Serle to be discussed on
Saturday, February 11 at 9:30am in room 105.
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Ash Wednesday: Join us on Wednesday, February 22 at 6:30pm in the sanctuary for our Ash Wednesday
service.

Lenten Lunch: And don’t forget to join us throughout the season of Lent for our Lunch Series: Filling Your Bowl
for the Journey. We will gather for 45 minutes each Wednesday at noon for a simple lunch of soup and
meaningful conversation about integrating faith and daily life. March 1st-April 5th in Room 105. If you would like
to help provide food, please click here to sign-up.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.
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