
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

There is a black cat that roams the cemetery in town. I met him a couple of days ago during a graveside service
that I led. As the family gathered around the casket of their loved one for the final prayer and goodbye, this cat
just appeared from behind the casket to give comfort too. He started to meow and purr as he made his way
around the crowd. There was a surprised chuckle from everyone as he weaved in and out of the mourners.

Eventually he made his way to one of the grandkids sitting in the front, a little girl about 10 years old. The girl
obviously loved her grandfather by the tears that were rolling down her face. Somehow the cat sensed the
sadness from this girl because he stopped in front of her and meowed until the girl picked her up and held her
tight. From that moment on, the girl and the cat took care of each other while the rest of her family shared stories
and said prayers.

As I watched the demeanor of that little girl change from sadness to a sense of contentment during the service, I
was reminded that God knows what we need better than we can ever imagine. This little girl didn’t need me to
say a prayer, tell a story about her grandpa, or tell her about heaven. What she needed was to remember just
how loved and important her grandpa made her feel.

So, God sent her a cat.

And for a few moments, while I rattled on about resurrection and new life and the love of God in times of loss,
this little girl got to hold onto a living example of that love. She held on long enough to hear love purr in her lap.
And when the time was right, that creature who knew how to share love simply leaped away and disappeared
behind the hedge nearby.

It’s amazing the ways that God shows up in our lives.

How has God surprised you?

See you Sunday,
Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Lenten Lunch: We invite you to join our church for our annual Lenten Lunch gatherings every Wednesday
during Lent, beginning March 9 at noon in room 105. Each Wednesday we will share a simple meal together and
have a chance to discuss our common faith experience. This time is very informal and makes for a great
opportunity to invite a friend and introduce them to St. John’s. If you would like to help provide food for the
lunches, please click the link below.

Lenten Lunch on Wednesdays

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email –February 27.

Ash Wednesday Service: Come begin your season of Lent with the traditional service of ashes and penance at
our Ash Wednesday Service on March 2 at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary. This service is a great way to help bring
perspective on our journey toward Holy Week and Easter. A nursery will be available.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Lunches of Love: If you are interested in helping with Lunches of Love, please go to www.lunchesoflove.net. All
sessions are held at 1416 Radio Lane, Rosenberg.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-lenten1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Xq4AJ-MuckaD1NlC9_5-ZK0QCR179FlT7eynIec31J8/edit?usp=sharing
http://www.lunchesoflove.net/


CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Confirmation is coming!: Our five-week confirmation class will begin May 1 during the Sunday school hour.
The class is open for anyone in grades 6-12. Together we will explore what it means to be a part of the Christian
faith as disciples of Jesus Christ. For more information and to sign up, please contact the church office at
281-342-6631.

Discovery on Adventure Island: VBS will return to St. John’s this summer during the week of June 20-24! We
will be going on a Quest for God’s Great Light on Adventure Island and it is sure to be a blast! VBS is open to
children age 4 (as of June 20, 2022) through entering 5th grade. Youth entering 6th grade and up are invited to
sign up as volunteers. We are also looking for adult volunteers!! Registration for children, as well as the
youth/adult volunteer sign-up, can be found on the SJUMC website. We will need many volunteers to be able to
make this a fun and fulfilling experience for our children and the children of our community so please sign up to
help!

ADULTS
Lent Bible Study: You are invited to a Lenten study entitled “Witness at the Cross; a Beginners guide to Holy
Friday” by Amy-Jill Levine. Through this six-week video study, Amy Levine will guide us to new depths of the
crucifixion story by pointing out the experiences of others around the cross who witnessed and participated in
Christ’s death. She will point us to people like the two other men who were crucified alongside Jesus, the
soldiers who led Jesus up the hill, the women who stood at a distance, the crowd that gathered to watch, plus
many others who all had to respond to the death of Jesus in different ways. Her insights as a biblical historian
and Jewish scholar will help us ask deeper questions about the power and meaning of Jesus’ crucifixion. The
study begins Tuesday, March 1st at 6:30pm and will meet every Tuesday for six weeks. This will be a video and
discussion type of study. Please sign up through the link below or the church office. Participant books are $15.00
each. Please stop by the church office to pick up a book.

Tuesday Night Bible Study

Zoom Bible Study: Lent is a great time to get back into the habit of regular Bible reflection. Every Wednesday
Morning at 10:00, a group meets via Zoom to discuss the lectionary scriptures that will be used in the following
Sunday Worship. In short, you can help Pastor Jeff prepare for his Sunday sermon! Sign up via the link below
and a Zoom invite will be emailed to you.

Wednesday Zoom Bible Study

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group Virtual Meeting: Please join us on Thursday, March 3, at 7:00 pm via
Zoom for our monthly support group meeting. The meeting can be accessed by clicking on the following link:
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcldOquqjwiHtKGW9c4vn0bzwlFPqv7r1PC
Please be aware that you will need to register prior to the meeting using the above link. Click on the link and it
will prompt you to register with your first and last name, email address, and zip code. Once you register, you will
receive a confirmation email with a blue button that provides a link to the meeting. Visit our group's Facebook
Page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/

Women’s Book Club: Our March read is The Last Bookshop in London by Madeline Martin. Copies are
available for checkout from the Fort Bend County Library system. We will meet on Saturday, March 12 at 9:30am
in room 105.

2022 Altar Flower Calendar: If you would like to provide altar flowers for our sanctuary. The dates open are
April 3, May 1, July 31, August 21, September 18, October 2, October 9, November 13, and November 20.
Please stop by or call the office at 281-342-6631 to add your name.

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteersild-registration
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/sign-up/vbs-volunteers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-tuesday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-wednesday1
https://alz-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcldOquqjwiHtKGW9c4vn0bzwlFPqv7r1PC
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

