
FROM THE PASTOR 
Hey Church, 
 

This Sunday is the birthday of writer C.S. Lewis, born in 1898. Lewis spent a great deal of his life as an atheist. 
His aversion to any belief in God was the result of tragic experiences in his life, such as his mother’s death at 
an early age and then later his being wounded in the war. But despite the challenges, his life changed like a 
Christmas surprise. It happened while he was a professor at Oxford. He had dinner with a young professor 
named J.R.R. Tolkien. They spent the evening discussing religion and the role of myths and the next day 
decided to drive out to the zoo. And it was on the way to the zoo (riding in a sidecar of a motorcycle!) that C.S. 
Lewis gave his life to Christ. Recalling that time C.S. Lewis wrote, “When we set out for the zoo, I did not 
believe that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and when we reached the zoo I did.” Somewhere between 
Oxford and the zoo, God touched Lewis.  
 

C.S. Lewis went on to become one of the most influential Christian writers and champions of the 20th Century. 
Among his works are The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe and Mere Christianity. His works continue to 
influence our understanding of God and the role of faith today. Just think, it all started with a friendly 
conversation and a trip to the zoo! 
 

This Sunday, as we begin the Season of Advent, we too are being invited to a journey of sorts. We are not 
headed to the zoo, but to a stable. And along the way, I pray that God will capture our hearts and give us just 
what we need to be redeemed, to be made whole again, to find peace, to feel real joy, and perhaps even 
change our minds on things about faith. 
 

This has been a crazy year full of anxiety, fear, frustration, and heartache. But Advent has come. Now is the 
time to turn our heads toward the God who promises to meet us right where we are. He comes to give us 
Himself and all the Love and Grace He can carry. Which is to say, He wants us to know that no heart is too 
broken and no world is too fragmented that God can’t redeem. 
 

Where do you need God to surprise you this Advent season? 
 

May God meet us there this Sunday, 
 

Pastor Jeff 
 
 

NEEDS THIS WEEK 
Thank You!: We would like to thank everyone who donated to the military care packages. The packages have 
been mailed and are on the way to our servicemen and servicewomen. We also appreciate all the help we 
received to provide 3 local families with a Thanksgiving meal. We could not do any of this without your help!! 
 

Virtual Giving Tree: ‘Tis the season to spread a little love and Christmas cheer with others. Please consider 
supporting one of the following Christmas projects.  

● Angel Tree: Sponsor a child of an inmate as they work on rebuilding their relationship. Gifts are due 
Tuesday, December 1.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-angel  
● Santa to a Senior: Sponsor a local senior citizen this holiday season and brighten up the year for 

them. We encourage you to send a greeting card with your gift. All gifts are due by Tuesday, December 
15.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-santa  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-angel
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-santa


● Mercy Goods: Mercy Goods is seeing more kids come through the doors this school year. Due to 
restrictions, they cannot be hired on as full-time employees. However, they still help around the shop as 
they await an opportunity to join the Mercy Goods team. Please consider supporting these students by 
donating gift cards that can be passed along to the students as “payment” for their work. All gift cards 
are due by Monday, December 21.  

 
 
FOCUS THIS WEEK 
Christmas Poinsettias: Place your order today for Christmas poinsettias that will grace our Sanctuary this 
holiday season. The cost is $10 each. Pick up a form from the piano or the church office. Orders must be 
received no later than Monday, December 13. Please make checks out to St. John's UMC, indicating 
"Christmas Poinsettia." 
 
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this 
email – November 29.  
 
 

MISSIONS & OUTREACH 
Amazon Shopping: You can make an impact while you shop for Black Friday deals. Simply shop at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1457293 and AmazonSmile will donate to St. John's United Methodist Church, at no 
cost to you. 
 
Movies at Wessendorff: The City of Richmond invites you to the annual tree lighting ceremony in City Hall 
plaza on Friday, December 4. The Mayor will be ‘flipping the switch’ promptly at 6:00pm! Attendees can then 
head to Wessendorff Park for the movie Home Alone, or people can choose to follow the map to other free 
holiday happenings through the historic district! 
 

Holiday Blood Drive: This time year the blood center always needs extra help. We are hosting our annual 
blood drive on Sunday, December 27 from 9:00am-1:00pm. As an extra incentive for donating, all donors will 
receive a hoodie. The drive is open to St. John’s congregants as well as family and friends. Please share the 
link with others so that we can fill all the available spots. Please use the link below to reserve a spot.  

https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/301893 

 
 
ADULTS 
Advent Boxes: If you’ve not picked up your Advent box, please stop by during office hours to pick one up.  
 

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group: In light of current events related to COVID-19, we are unable to meet 
face-to-face. We are holding a Zoom meeting on Thursday, December 3 at 7:00pm. Please click on the 
following link to register for the upcoming meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuc-ispzMoHNezLo4P_V9Tnoa91w1q0mII 
We encourage our current members and potential members to join us for this virtual meeting. Please keep in 
mind that the Zoom meeting can be joined via phone or video. We also encourage staying in touch by email, 
phone, or our Facebook page. Please remember that you can always access the Alzheimer's website (alz.org) 
or call the 800 number if help is needed from the Alzheimer's Association (1-800-272-3900). Questions may be 
sent via email to richmonddementia2014@gmail.com or gallowkj@earthlink.net. 
 
Women’s Book Club: The December book is The Silent Patient by Alex Michaelides. “Alicia Berenson's crime 
seems unfathomable. It seems no one will ever understand why the famous painter shot her fashion 
photographer husband five times, because she refuses to speak of it. In fact, she refuses to speak at all. When 
criminal psychotherapist Theo Faber takes on her case, what he uncovers is darker than he ever imagined." 
We will NOT have books to check out as a group but copies are available at the FBC library. We will discuss 
this book on Saturday, December 12 at 9:30 on Zoom. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qV1Rgo17osWi1pl7S68tmGXlm-T-W8ptcO9o0vIjYa8/edit?usp=sharing
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020111616015812c95c78d15b4d44abaedc6ccfa0p0na&R=2SBBX2T2UR8O9&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_B_hol_eng_mkt&H=F7MYW5LIBEEEJSNWV3UOZNFA8AEA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020111616015812c95c78d15b4d44abaedc6ccfa0p0na&R=2SBBX2T2UR8O9&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_B_hol_eng_mkt&H=F7MYW5LIBEEEJSNWV3UOZNFA8AEA
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/301893
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuc-ispzMoHNezLo4P_V9Tnoa91w1q0mII
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/
https://www.alz.org/
mailto:richmonddementia2014@gmail.com
mailto:gallowkj@earthlink.net


2021 Flower Calendar: The 2021 calendar has arrived! If you would like to place flowers on the altar in 
celebration of or in memory of, please stop by the church office to pick your date(s).  
 
Reminder: Please help to keep us informed. If you know of someone in the hospital or who is ill, please call 
the church at 281-342-6631, or email the church at church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.  
 
Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at 
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the 
website anytime.  
 

mailto:church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

