
FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

This Sunday marks the beginning of our Advent season. As you enter church you will notice all the traditional
symbols of Advent; from the candle wreath to the garland, to the Chrismon tree. If you look hard enough, you
might even find an “elf on the shelf” helping us tell the Christmas story! Traditionally, each symbol points us to a
season of preparation and waiting.  This year, mostly because of the pandemic keeping us from gathering last
year, I would like to propose another theme for us to ponder together.  That, along with waiting and preparing for
God, Advent can also be a time to hear the invitation to “come home”.

Each week, we will look at the theme of “Coming Home” for Christmas through the lives of those who “came
home” for the original Christmas event to happen.  We will let their story teach us what it means to also be on a
journey towards God and discover that Christ can be born anew in us.  They will show us how to listen to angels,
trust in our dreams, make crazy choices about the future, and step out in faith. In the midst of it all, they will
remind us that Gods’ greatest desire is that we all make it back home.  Back to God. All of us. No matter how far
we seem to have roamed away, God is always calling us back home.

I do hope that you can Join us for this four-week journey of advent together. I know that you will be blessed by
the journey as much as the destination.

See you Sunday!
Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Advent: We are looking for advent candle lighters for both the 8:30 and 11:00 services. If you would like to be
part of this tradition, please click on the following link to sign up: Advent Candles

Christmas Poinsettias: Place your order today for Christmas poinsettias that will grace our Sanctuary this
holiday season. The cost is $10 each. Pick up a form from the piano, church office, or room 105 to provide
information concerning those you wish to memorialize or honor. Orders must be received no later than Monday,
December 13. Please make checks out to St. John’s UMC, indicating “Christmas Poinsettia” on the memo line.

FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – November 28.

Give the Gift of Life: Give back this holiday season. We are hosting a blood drive on Sunday, December 26 in
Wendt Hall from 9:00am-1:00pm. Take time to donate and give the gift of life. Sign up by clicking the link Blood
Drive or stopping by the church office.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Christmas Giving Tree: We are collecting our annual Christmas gifts to support local organizations this holiday
season. If you would like to donate, please stop by our Giving Tree to pick up an ornament.

● Angels (Prison Fellowship Angel Tree) are due Wednesday, December 1.
● Santa Hats (Senior to a Santa) are due Monday, December 6.
● Hearts (Attack Poverty Marketplace) are due Wednesday, December 8

Amazon Shopping: You can make an impact while you shop online. Simply shop at
smile.amazon.com/ch/74-1457293 and AmazonSmile will donate to St. John's United Methodist Church, at no
cost to you.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-20211
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13BgKsBL67xUjTvcTueckzT28db8V3bzBG4HrSvqTtlU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/330640
https://www.commitforlife.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/330640
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020111616015812c95c78d15b4d44abaedc6ccfa0p0na&R=2SBBX2T2UR8O9&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_B_hol_eng_mkt&H=F7MYW5LIBEEEJSNWV3UOZNFA8AEA
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=7I07WJAZA575&M=urn:rtn:msg:2020111616015812c95c78d15b4d44abaedc6ccfa0p0na&R=2SBBX2T2UR8O9&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F74-1457293%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_B_hol_eng_mkt&H=F7MYW5LIBEEEJSNWV3UOZNFA8AEA


Bears and Books Drive: Join the L.I.F.T. (Ladies in Fellowship Together) in collecting Bears and Books. The
bears (ANY stuffed animal) and books will be delivered to Helping Hands in Richmond. As Helping Hands
distributes their food supplies, they will pass on the bears and books to families who need help to make
Christmas a little more enjoyable. Please share new or very gently used books and stuffed animals for a variety
of ages. Drop off your donations in the church office or give them to a L.I.F.T. member by Tuesday,
November 30.

CHILDREN AND YOUTH
Breakfast with Santa: Mark your calendars! Everyone is invited to join us for Breakfast with Santa on Sunday,
December 19 at 9:30am in Wendt Hall.

ADULTS
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group: Please join us on Thursday, December 2, at 7:00pm for our monthly
support group meeting in Wendt Hall. We encourage our current members and potential members to join us for
this meeting. Our meeting will last one hour, and in accordance with the Alzheimer's Association guidelines,
masks are required. Please visit our group's Facebook Page: Richmond/Rosenberg Alzheimer’s Support Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/

Bells of Christmas: St. John’s annual Bells of Christmas concert will be held on Sunday, December 5 at
6:30pm in the Sanctuary. Join the Cheerful Chimers, Ringing Saints, and Celebration Ringers as they ring some
of our Christmas favorites! A nursery will be available.

Women’s Book Club: Our book to read and discuss in November is The Chanel Sisters by Judithe Little.
Copies are available for you to check out from the church workroom. Discussion will be on Saturday, December
11 in room 105 at 9:30am.

2022 Altar Flower Calendar: The 2022 calendar is now available to provide altar flowers for our sanctuary.
Please stop by or call the office to add your name.

Hospitality Time: Please sign up to bring goodies one Sunday during your birthday month! (For example, if
your birthday is in August, please sign up for one of the Sundays in August.) We ask that your contribution be in
the Gathering Room (105) by 9:15am on your chosen Sunday. Everyone is welcome to join us for Hospitality
Time in the Gathering Room. Please click here TODAY to sign up!

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RichmondRosenbergAlzheimersSupport/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-2021
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond
http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org/

