
NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
Hey Church,

Almost a year has passed since our lives changed due to COVID-19. At the time, we had to quickly figure out
what our Lenten and Easter journeys would look like as a church family. Rather than being able to gather
together in person, for example, we shifted to a new way to stay connected through Facebook Live. For the first
time, we celebrated Lent and Easter around our living rooms and kitchen tables. And we discovered Christ’s
presence in our church in a brand new way!

Even though vaccines have started to roll out, it will be several months before our congregation can fully gather
in person like we enjoy. Again, we are looking at entering the Lenten season still unable to physically draw close
to each other. So, I propose a new way to stay connected this Lenten journey: let’s read the Gospel of Mark to
each other!

Our plan is to send out a daily video of a church member reading a portion of Mark's Gospel. Each short video
will build on the story of Jesus from the previous day, until we have completed the entire gospel of Mark, ending
on Easter! We have forty days to do it in and Mark's Gospel is really rather short! Easy peasy.

I am looking for folks willing to read a short portion (around 10 verses for each day) of Mark's Gospel via video
recording. It can be a person reading solo, a family reading together, two friends reading together, or anything in
between! If you are interested, please sign up through this link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-lent. After you sign up, you will be contacted with
more information.

Thank you in advance for signing up to read! What a great way to enter the Lenten season. Rather than focusing
on sacrificing (haven’t we done enough of that!?!?!), let's focus on the grand story of Jesus! Let’s hear the
different voices of our church family and see their faces on the screen. And let’s remember that we are all part of
something so much larger than ourselves!

May this project be the gift that you need to draw closer to God and to your church family this Easter season!

Wash your hands and read your Bible,

Pastor Jeff

NEEDS THIS WEEK
Helping Hands Food Drive: 1 in 6 children struggle with hunger. 1 in 8 adults struggle with hunger. In 2019,
Helping Hands helped 5,258 families. In 2020, Helping Hands helped 23,274 families. St. John’s agreed many
years ago to help stock the shelves. January is our first opportunity to help our community. We ask that you
consider donating at least 5 (2+0+2+1=5) items from the “most needed” list below so that Helping Hands starts
off 2021 on a strong foot. Items can be dropped off on Mondays and Tuesdays in the church office or any
day of the week at the contactless dropoff box located on the 5th Street entrance.

● Canned meat, poultry, fish
● Peanut butter
● Canned fruits/vegetables (low sugar/no salt)
● Cereal
● Soups, stews
● Pasta (spaghetti, macaroni and cheese, rice,

noodles)
● Dry beans
● Canned tomato products
● Oatmeal

● Juice
● Trail mix, granola bars, fruit cups, pop tarts
● Jelly (plastic containers)
● Crackers
● Personal products (toothpaste, toothbrush,

deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, brush,
comb, soap)

● Toilet paper
● Laundry soap

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-lent


FOCUS THIS WEEK
Bulletin: Please visit the link below for a printable copy of this week’s bulletin or view the PDF attached to this
email – January 31.

MISSIONS & OUTREACH
Clean-Out: Do you need a reason to clean out your linen closet? Well, I have one for you! Helping Hands is in
need of towels, sheets, and blankets. Donations can be dropped off at the church office or the contactless box
outside of Wendt Hall.

ADULTS
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group: We are holding a Zoom meeting on Thursday, February 4 at 7:00pm.
We encourage our current and potential members to join us for this virtual meeting. Please keep in mind that the
Zoom meeting can be joined via phone or video. We encourage our current members and potential members to
join us for this virtual meeting. Please keep in mind that the Zoom meeting can be joined via phone or video. We
also encourage staying in touch by email, phone, or our Facebook page. Please remember that you can always
access the Alzheimer's website (alz.org) or call the 800 number if help is needed from the Alzheimer's
Association (1-800-272-3900). Questions may be sent via email to richmonddementia2014@gmail.com or
gallowkj@earthlink.net. Please click on the following link to register for the upcoming meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAuc-ispzMoHNezLo4P_V9Tnoa91w1q0mII

Update Your Information: Have you made changes to your home phone number or address? Do we have your
birthdate? In these socially distanced days, do we have your emergency contact’s name and phone number?
Please make sure the church office has accurate up-to-date information. Feel free to call the church to update or
send an email to church.office@stjohnsumc-richmond.org.

Flower Calendar: If you would like to place flowers on the altar in celebration of or in memory of your loved one,
please click on the link below to review available dates or stop by the church office. The next two available
dates are February 14 and March 14.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090B45A9AE28AAF85-altar

Online Worship: You can view worship services online on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/stjohnsumcrichmond) or http://stjohnsumc-richmond.org. Live worship is Sunday at
11am on our Facebook page. After the live service, the video can be viewed on our Facebook page or the
website anytime.
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