
SESSION 4: DIFFERING VALUES

NOTES: 

PRINCIPLE SIX: You can’t want it __MORE______ than they 

want it.

• It may be too late for __PREVENTION_______, but it’s never 

too late for ____REDEMPTION_________.

• Offer your adult child __TOUGH LOVE____________.

• Don’t ___BAIL________ them out.

• Don’t be a __ONE TOPIC________ parent.

• Don’t dump your anger and frustration _ON YOUR CHILD_.

• Find __SUPPORT_____ for yourself.

• Seek professional __WISDOM_______ and 

___COUNSEL______ for difficult issues.

• Maintain a climate of  __OPENNESS AND GRACE____.

• ___REFUSE_____ to beat yourself up.

• Continue to ___INFLUENCE________  them.

WELCOME TO 
THE INTERACTIVE 
DIGITAL SESSION 
GUIDE

We created this guide to help 
you process and personalize 
Jim’s content. It contains two
sections: Notes and Personal 
Reflection.

Use the first section to take 
your own notes during the 
video. Your notes are private 
and no one else can read 
them. We have also provided 
a downloadable PDF if you 
would like to print them.

Work through the questions in 
the second section at your own 
pace. We suggest you spend at
least 15 minutes. The goal 
isn’t to finish quickly; instead, 
consider how these principles 
might impact your parenting 
and your life.
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PERSONAL REFLECTION

PRINCIPLE SIX: YOU CAN’T WANT IT MORE 
THAN THEY WANT IT.

• What are some examples of you “wanting it” more than
your adult child wants it?

• If you have differing values than your adult child, what are
some key differences?

• Do your children’s current values ever make you
second-guess your parenting style?

• What would you say is the basis for your values? Where
does your adult child get their values?

• Do you feel somehow responsible for the decisions your
adult children are making, whether good or bad? How so?
How do feel about this statement: “Even good parents have
children who make poor choices?”

• Tough love is a discipline and strongly expressed boundary
that promotes responsible behavior and long-term change.
Some people confuse tough love with meanness. What
do you think is the difference between “being mean” and
building healthy boundaries?

• There’s a saying: “When your kids are young, they look
like their parents. When they are old, they look like their
decisions.” Do you agree? Why or why not?

• When your adult child violates your values in “cringe factor”
ways, what can you do to get the help you need to be
loving but firm with your values?

• Give examples of how to relate to your adult child(ren)
without being a “one topic parent.”

• What are your thoughts on “keeping the mat out”? Does
this come easy or hard for you? Be honest.

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS 
FROM THE BOOK

We tend to think that good 
parents have children who become 
responsible adults. How do you
respond to the statement, “Even 
good parents have children who 
make poor choices?” When it comes 
to how young adult children lead 
their lives, do you believe that 
parents have a lot of influence, 
little influence, or somewhere in 
between? Share the reasons for 
your response.

How would you describe “tough 
love” in a positive, helpful way? 
Share any examples of how you 
have shown tough love to your 
child. What kept your actions from 
being simply mean or punishing?

When an adult child has 
violated your values and your 
heart is breaking, what are practical
ways not to become a one-topic 
parent?

If you had a good friend whose 
adult child had strayed from their 
values, how might you counsel
them? What encouragement might 
you offer to give them hope? What 
steps might you encourage them 
to take?

Joni’s story demonstrates the 
power of both the attitude and 
perspective we adopt on our 
hardships. How would you describe 
your attitude and your perspective 
right now on any poor choices your 
children have made? What might it 
mean for you to “take a victory” any 
way you can?
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SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
This section is for those who would like to think about the content from a Christian point of view.

“Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it” (Proverbs 
22:6 NLT).

•	 Does every adult child who has strayed always come back around? Even though the answer  
is no, this Biblical principle still rings true. How can this Proverb with a promise be a comfort  
to you?

“Stand firm, and you will win life” (Luke 21:19 NIV).

•	 This verse challenges people to stand firm. Sometimes we need to practice perseverance and 
endurance with our adult children. How can you apply this Scripture to your relationship with 
your adult child right now? What is challenging your perseverance?

“Who, then, are those who fear the LORD? He will instruct them in the ways they should choose. They will 
spend their days in prosperity, and their descendants will inherit the land” (Psalm 25:12-13).

•	 God promises to instruct us when we choose to respect (fear) him. Following God’s ways leads 
to blessing, and yet far too many adult children have strayed. Given what you know about your 
adult child’s attitude toward God, what do you believe he is “instructing you to do?”




