
March 18, 2002

Dear Friends;

  THE NEW STAIR LIFT IS HERE!!!!  THE NEW STAIR LIFT IS 
HERE!!!!!  Are we excited ?  GOLLLEEE, ARE WE EVER !!!!   Having the stair lift 
means we can better accommodate people who are unable, for one reason or 
another, to climb stairs.  It also means that if any of our current residents are ill 
and too weak to walk up and down the stairs they can ride the lift.  In this way 
they will still be able to join us in the main part of the house, instead of being 
confined to the second floor.  In the past we have had to turn down potential 
residents simply because they were not yet strong enough to do the stairs, and 
that meant several more weeks in the hospital for the individual.  The cost of the 
chair was very steep and we would not have been able to afford it were it not for 
the generosity and commitment of June Hickson, Theresa Procyshyn, Donna & Seth 
Hastings and Dr. Boris Galic.  A grant from the Thomas Sill Foundation covered the 
remaining cost and so, we have our Stair Lift, and a beautiful thing it is.  Our most 
heartfelt thanks go out to all of you!  

HOUSE OF HESED EXPANSION PROJECT

  As many of you know, we had a dream of one day buying the red brick house next 
door to our current home and expanding the services we offer.  We did not 
however want to move ahead with this idea without clear direction from God.  We 
all wanted to be very sure that it was God's plan for Hesed before we even 
seriously considered making a move to expand.  Money was also a factor, we didn't 
have any!  Over the past several months it has, we think, become evident that it is 
indeed God's will that we expand our services by acquiring the house next door. 
We want to be able to offer a home and good quality care to even more people 
living with HIV/AIDS who have no where else to go.  As it is, we often have to turn 
people away.   
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  With the cooperation of Winnipeg housing Rehabilitation Cooperative and West 
Broadway Development it was recommended that the house be donated to Hesed 
for the purposes of providing housing and care for people living with HIV/AIDS, 
doubling our current occupancy from six residents to twelve.
  We are currently in the process of applying for federal funding through the 
Supporting Communities Partnership Committee (SCPI), which would cover the cost 
of renovations, furnishings and operating expenses (not staffing) for one year. 
In the meantime we are working with a team of dedicated architects on plans for 
how our new home will look.  The two houses will be joined together and will 
function as one very large house.  Careful attention to details around the planning 
and layout of the house are being made with a passionate resolve that we maintain 
the feeling of intimacy and “family” that we are currently Blessed with in our 
existing home.  In this way we will simply be enlarging what we already have.  We 
really believe that the hand of God is all over this and that it is His will for us. 
However, we are always seeking His direction in every step we take, knowing that 
He will provide all that we need as we forge ahead.   We only want to do whatever 
it is God wants us to do.  Our trust is in God, alone and our only desire is to live a 
life of service which will Glorify and honor Him.  
   I want to take the time here to sincerely thank Harold Jantz for all his hard 
work.  Harold, a New Direction Board Member, has tirelessly committed his time 
and considerable wisdom to this project.  He spends hours & hours meeting and 
consulting with various officials &  architects and filling out all the lengthy 
application forms, as well as a minefield of other stuff.  In short, Harold is doing 
all the stuff we would never have the time to do.  We really can't thank him enough! 
Our thanks to Tye Gamey, who continues to be a constant support to all of us at 
Hesed.  We also want to thank our amazing team of architects Courtnage & 
Company, especially Leif Aarrestad & Mike Wartman who have generously donated 
their time & incredible talents to House of Hesed.  We are Blessed.    Please pray 
for all of us as this is a HUGE thing and though exciting, quite overwhelming. 
 We are going to need more staff and a lot more volunteers so if you are 
interested PLEASE call us.  We need YOU!!!
   By the way, doubling our occupancy does not include doubling the number of dogs 
and cats who reside with us, either on a full or part time basis.  Although I can 
totally see us doubling or even tripling the number of fish we currently have!!   
  Did I mention that we always need Volunteers and that we will be hiring more 
staff when the expansion nears completion.  If you're interested PLEASE give us a 
call.
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In order for us to save $ on postage we would like to email you our Newsletter, 
soooo... Please phone us with your email address.  We'd really appreciate it.

IN MEMORY OF ERNEST McCALLUM

  Ernest lived with us for only 6 months.  Six months may not seem like a very long 
time, but it is enough time to fall in love with someone and we did.  We all fell 
deeply in love with Ernest. He was unlike anyone who ever lived with us. He was 63 
years old and had a devoted family who cherished him, but due to his advanced 
illness were unable to care for him.   However, his family was a crucial part of 
caring for him and actively  involved during his time with us.  They were a great 
Blessing and we consider them a part of our “family”.    Ernest was a gentleman, he 
had a quiet, beautiful dignity and an inner peace.  He loved God, and even when he 
could not walk on his own, insisted on going to Church every Sunday.  He was an 
independent man who worked his whole life and was used to “calling the shots”.  It 
was understandably, not easy for him to relinquish his independence and to rely on 
others. This hated disease ravaged his body and dementia ravaged his mind, but 
not his dignity or his wonderful sense of humor.  For me, Ernest was a quiet place, 
spending time with him was like taking a deep breath of fresh air.  He was always 
concerned about how we were doing and “forcing” us to slow down over endless cups 
of tea and walks to Tim Horton's.  Even when he could no longer talk, being with him 
was such a Blessing.  He touched each of us in different ways and had a profound 
effect on all of us.  Ernest passed away on January 13th, here at home, in his own 
bed.  Ernest was told daily that he was loved and so he knew he was cherished and 
safe.   We are better for having had him in our lives.  We miss him everyday, but, 
he is in our hearts and memories and so will always be a part of us.  We thank God 
that he Blessed us with Ernest.

  Shortly after Ernest's death someone asked me how I could keep doing this. 
Taking people into my heart and life with the knowledge that they may very soon 
die.  They asked me if it didn't all somehow seem “pointless” to invest so much 
emotion.  I told them that the “point” of what we do here at House of Hesed is to 
let people know that they are loved, that they are unique and wonderful, that they 
matter, not only to us but to the Creator of the entire universe.  That God does 
not see them as insignificant or worthless.  When God looks at them he sees His 
beloved, precious, one of a kind, beautiful baby boy or girl.  And He has given us 
the gift to see each one through His eyes.  Most, though not all, of these are 
people who society, families and friends for one reason or another have deemed 
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unworthy of their time, and affections.  They have been cast aside, but not by our 
GOD.  House of Hesed exists as God's gift to these people.  

Our love for them and the emotional investment we make is a mere drop of rain in a 
rain storm compared to the Love and “investment” of God in each of our lives.  We 
actually receive so much more than we could ever give.  
  What else should life be about if not making someone's life better even for a 
moment or a day?  Shouldn't we all treat each other as a priceless child of God. 
And in doing so, elevate each other in the knowledge that we are cherished and 
worthy of emotional investment and time.  It should never be about how long a 
person has to live,  it is what we were created to do.  We are to be the hands, feet 
and heart of Christ during our time on this earth.  What else could possibly matter 
more than that ?   

Please continue to lift us up in prayer.

With much Love and God's richest Blessings.

Moe

         
HOUSE OF HESED 

DESSERT RECEPTION/FUNDRAISER
We'e putting the “Fun” in Fundraiser

Thursday, May 23, 2002
7:00- 10:00
Royal Crown

Guest Speaker - Dr. IdaLyn Gregan
Music by David Ruis

Silent Auction with tons of great stuff
tickets are only $10 or $100 for a table of ten
Please contact us @ 772-4793 to purchase tickets or
 if you want to make a donation to our Silent Auction
We really, really, really need your support and we're going to have a 
Great time, so we so we hope to see you there.
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