
December 17, 2002

Dear friends;

  I hope you are all well and enjoying this amazing weather.  I also pray that you 
will take the time to truly enjoy and celebrate in the birth of our savior Jesus.  It  
makes me so sad that this Glorious time has become so much more about retail  
sales and getting totally stressed out because we can't think what to buy someone 
who already has everything.   I hope that you will take the time to give Jesus a 
terrific birthday party and to ask Him what He would like.
  
  Let's celebrate His extravagant love, His extravagant mercy, and His 
extravagant faithfulness.  Let's celebrate the life He has given us, by being 
extravagantly generous with all that we have.  Surprise someone who would 
least expect it.  Let's party in the name of The Lord!!!!
  
  From our family to yours, I wish you a most wonderful, joyful, healthy 
Christmas season.  

With Love to you,
moe 

JESUS IS THE REASON

 

Dear Friends

   Warmest Christian greetings !
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   I'm writing this letter as the chair of the board of House of Hesed.  It has been 
one of my great joys to be associated with this ministry for the four years that it  
has been in existence.  House of Hesed was birthed out of the convictions that  
our Lord is in the business of redeeming broken lives and that the Holy Spirit  
empowers us to love inordinately where the human impulse might be to turn 
away.

  The people who've come to live and sometimes die at House of Hesed are 
people who've experienced a great deal of pain and brokeness in their lives.  The 
HIV/AIDS that many are dealing with has come out of that brokeness.  Every 
one who has lived at House of Hesed has in some way expressed their sorrow 
and pain about their lives.

  What has impressed me most about the people who work at Hesed is their 
capacity to love each resident and give dignity to them as they provide care.  
They create a home for the residents, whatever the length of time they live there.  
In turn we've seen how residents have grown in their ability to care for one 
another and take on roles in the house that has made it function as a real home.

  A huge amount of credit for such transformation has to go to Maureen (moe) 
Feakes and her able assistant Mareasa Davidson.  It is amazing how people 
struggling with huge health issues have improved when they come into an 
environment in which there is consistency, support, structure and healthy food, 
bathed in atmosphere of prayer to Christ and love.

  House of Hesed now stands on the threshold of major changes.  As you will  
likely know, we were promised funding of over $400,000 by the federal  
Homelessness Initiative to join the current house together with the house next 
door and make a much larger facility, capable of housing 12 residents and a 
single staff person or couple.  We intend to begin the reconstruction in March 
and expect to have the project completed by late summer.

  This is a very exciting development, but also very daunting.  We know that a 
larger facility will require greater on-going support.  We will need to grow our 
staff significantly.  House of Hesed only gets between 35-40% of its normal 
funding through the per diem room and board support that comes for each 
resident from the government .  The rest comes through donations from 
corporations, individuals and churches.
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  Thus far we've been blessed with support that was able to sustain us, especially 
from a few key persons.  But we need to widen that support.  That's why I am 
writing this letter.  I am asking individuals and churches that understand the 
importance of a caring ministry like the House of Hesed to consider making us a 
part of their annual giving.  It may be $250 a year or $500 or perhaps a $1000. 
Whatever it is, it will be a tremendous help to us.

  Our staff at the House of Hesed, Moe Feakes or Maresa Davidson, would be 
delighted to speak with you personally or with your church or a small fellowship 
circle, if you wished.

  Call us or write to tell us that you would to to become a steady part of the 
support of this growing ministry.  The telephone number to which you can call if  
you wish to someone come to speak or if you simply want more information or if  
you want to register a commitment to support is as follows:  House of Hesed, 
772-4793.

  We see ourselves as hands and hearts of individuals and churches of Winnipeg 
and Southern Manitoba.  Your support helps us make that a reality.  Do let us 
hear from you!

Cordially yours,

Harold Jantz
Board Chair, House of Hesed  
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