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House of HesedHouse of HesedHouse of HesedHouse of Hesed    
…building a place of loving-kindness 

H esed is a  H ebrew  w ord used in  the O ld Testam ent to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, com pas-

sionate, m erciful love of our F ather G od. A s recipients of this d ivine love, w e desire to em ulate H is com passion in  our atti-

tudes and actions tow ards others, particularly tow ard those people living  w ith H IV /A ID S.  

 Many of you know me from phone conversations or fundraising events.  For the past 
four years I have been book-keeper for House of Hesed and Living Waters; the year before that, 
I worked as a casual evening staff and volunteer at Hesed.   I have gotten to know many of you 
a little, and you’ve gotten to know me a little.  Previous to working for House of Hesed,  I was 

one of the many lives impacted on a very personal level by the ministry of Hesed.  I want you to 
hear that part of the story (the short version:). 

 In 2000, due to his failing health caused by HIV, my dad moved in with me so I could 
care for him.  The decision for him to move in with me was a quick and relatively easy one. I was 
single, had energy to burn, I was family and I loved him;  of course, I could take care of him. And 

so began a lesson in life, love and reality. 

The reality of caring for someone terminally ill was not quite like the romantic notions of Florence Nightingale 
stories that had danced in my head.  Not only did I learn that caring for a terminal and palliative parent was emotionally 

harder than I imagined, but that HIV/AIDS comes with a huge stigma surrounding it.  I find it difficult to communicate what 
that stigma actually felt like.  It felt kinda like judgment.  It felt kinda like isolation.  I often felt like I had to defend Dad and 

why I was caring for him.   I was shattered when people would insinuate that AIDS is simply a consequence of bad 
behavior.  Because of all the AIDS education and awareness, benefit concerts for AIDS, and government funding for AIDS 

in Africa, I had an illusion of a world filled with compassion.  In truth, there is still much fear surrounding AIDS in our 
culture and society.  Go ahead, test yourself:  What was the first thing that came to your mind when you thought of AIDS, 
before you actually knew someone who had it?  I know, me too…until my dad was diagnosed with HIV.  Now it is his face 

that first comes to mind, followed by overwhelming compassion. 

Six months down the road from when Dad moved in with me I was exhausted, both physically and emotionally.  I 
was disillusioned both about what our society’s and our Christian community’s roles were in caring for the marginalized.  

Who was out there that offered the kind of support I needed?  I was entering a dark place spiritually.  At that point my dad 
became severely ill  and was hospitalized for five weeks.  The hospital is not the ideal place for a long term stay, and 

although necessary at times, it is a clinical and institutional place that really isn’t cozy.  I couldn’t wait until he would be 
well enough to get out.  Yet, I was even more exhausted from the back and forth to and from the hospital, and I knew that 

I could not bring him home again.  I was running on empty.  During the last couple of weeks of his stay in hospital, my 
sister discovered House of Hesed.  They had one bed open.  When Dad was ready to be released from hospital, we 

moved him straight into a room at House of Hesed.  A home better than the one I could offer.  A home filled with 
acceptance and grace, Hesed clearly believed that no matter how or why one ended up there, they were valued by 

God and had a purpose in being there. 

FIONA’S STORY 



Hesed became the place for me to care for my dad together with a whole 
community of people.  It provided an environment where he not only got physical 

care but emotional and spiritual care.  Hesed also became my support network and 
healed my disappointments over the expectations I had of the Christian community 

as a whole.  It was healing to be around those who quietly understood the process of 
loss I was going through and who faithfully prayed over Dad and us as a family.  
Many an evening after Dad went to bed I stayed and just hung out at the house.  

What a gift for me, personally, to watch the hands-on, tender care for my father by 
those unafraid to hug and embrace him as he became their family.  In January, 

2002, in his room at Hesed, Dad passed away peacefully. 

This ministry of Hesed has played a huge role in my life.  It was a safe 
harbor of refuge when I was in the midst of a storm.  In a ministry of many, I play a 
small role as I continue the bookkeeping and move into the role of fundraiser.  The 

truth is, Hesed makes sense.  It is a Biblical example of compassion and community.  
Hesed exists because each person involved has responded obediently to the call of 

God on their lives. 

Your call may not be to participate by working or volunteering at the House, but your donation to this ministry is 
vital.  Be assured that your financial gifts impact the lives of many; you are sending a message of Christ’s love not only to 

the residents that call Hesed home, but all those whose lives intersect with theirs. So give. 

Really lovin’ what Hesed does,  day in and day out,  Fiona Plett 
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PLEASE PRAY…. 

For finances to cover our bills, paying our staff, maintaining our home.  

For our residents who need guidance, healing, protection and love. 

For our staff who need guidance, wisdom, diligence and strength. 

We have been reminded in the last weeks about how God  cares for us in the way he watches 
over our comings and goings, like a  shepherd watches over His sheep. We wanted to share 

these verses with you. 

John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” 

John 10:14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 

John 10:27 “My sheep listen to my  voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, 

who has given them to me, is greater than all, no one can snatch them out of my father’s hand. I and the 
father are one.” 

Thank you, Jesus. You are our Shepherd, we will fear no evil. 

THANK YOU…..THANK YOU…..THANK YOU…..THANK YOU…..    

For all the ways you support us and show your love to the residentsFor all the ways you support us and show your love to the residentsFor all the ways you support us and show your love to the residentsFor all the ways you support us and show your love to the residents    

For giving us opportunities to speak at your churches.For giving us opportunities to speak at your churches.For giving us opportunities to speak at your churches.For giving us opportunities to speak at your churches.    

For supporting us financially.For supporting us financially.For supporting us financially.For supporting us financially.    

ERNEST 

SEE BACK PAGE FOR DINNER THEATRE ANNOUNCEMENT!! 



Thanks to all the warm-hearted people who came out to the Acts of Kindness Coffee House on the coldest 

Valentine’s Day ever. It was a great atmosphere thanks to so many people who participated. Thanks to Elim for 

hosting it free of charge and being so helpful, to all the volunteers who made everything run so smoothly, the 

bakers and bakeries who donated fabulous desserts, and of course, the performers: Nathan, Darren Day, Kris 

MacQueen & Bryn Rieger, and Cortina. We hope to have more of these events and would welcome any 

suggestions or ideas—give us a call at 772-4793.  
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ACTS OF KINDNESS 

Aimee Lecnik 

Nathan 

Kris MacQueen 

Bryn Rieger 

Darren Day Cortina 

By the way, we had a lot of fun while bringing in a nice profit of around 

$2,300 which went directly towards some desperately needed operating costs. 

So thanks again for coming and supporting House of Hesed. 

House of  Hesed P.O. Box 1493 WPG. MB R3C 2Z4 204-772-4793 

Info@HouseofHesed.ca  www.HouseofHesed.ca 

Thanks to Kone who published this newsletter for us!Thanks to Kone who published this newsletter for us!Thanks to Kone who published this newsletter for us!Thanks to Kone who published this newsletter for us!    
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Place your m essage here. For maxim um impact, use two or t hree sent ences. 
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     You are invited to You are invited to You are invited to You are invited to     

Virgil’s Virgil’s Virgil’s Virgil’s     

WeddingWeddingWeddingWedding    
A Hillbilly Comedy 

 Saturday,  May 3rd              Sunday,  May 4th Saturday,  May 3rd              Sunday,  May 4th Saturday,  May 3rd              Sunday,  May 4th Saturday,  May 3rd              Sunday,  May 4th    

 Saturday,  May 10th            Sunday,  May 11th Saturday,  May 10th            Sunday,  May 11th Saturday,  May 10th            Sunday,  May 11th Saturday,  May 10th            Sunday,  May 11th    

at the Assiniboiaat the Assiniboiaat the Assiniboiaat the Assiniboia----Charleswood Community ChurchCharleswood Community ChurchCharleswood Community ChurchCharleswood Community Church    

760 Charleswood Road760 Charleswood Road760 Charleswood Road760 Charleswood Road    

Doors open at 5pm       Dinner begins at 5:30pmDoors open at 5pm       Dinner begins at 5:30pmDoors open at 5pm       Dinner begins at 5:30pmDoors open at 5pm       Dinner begins at 5:30pm    

Tickets $25 Includes Dinner and DessertTickets $25 Includes Dinner and DessertTickets $25 Includes Dinner and DessertTickets $25 Includes Dinner and Dessert    

Call Fiona or Moe 772Call Fiona or Moe 772Call Fiona or Moe 772Call Fiona or Moe 772----4793 for tickets4793 for tickets4793 for tickets4793 for tickets    

For more information, call 885For more information, call 885For more information, call 885For more information, call 885----2847 or 7722847 or 7722847 or 7722847 or 772----4793479347934793    

All proceeds will be donated to the House of Hesed 


