House of Hesed
Fall 2009
...building a place of lovingloving-kindness
Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained,
compassionate, merciful love of our Father God. As recipients of this divine love, we desire to emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions towards others, particularly toward those people living with HIV/AIDS.
Dear Hesed friends, I wanted to share the following letter with all of you. I hope it will help you get a clearer picture of whom we are and why we exist. I know that the staff, volunteers and board members were so Blessed by
the words and love that were shared. I pray that it will encourage you as well.

A letter from a former House of Hesed resident
May 7, 2009
I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Board Members, Staff, Volunteers
and Residents both past and present for the opportunity to be a resident of the House of Hesed. The love
and kindness that was showered upon me while I was a resident in part gave me back hope and without
hope we have no purpose and without purpose we have no life.
Living at Hesed for 18 months has given me back things that I had lost many years ago. First of all
my healing both physically and spiritually, I personally believe that without the support of this ministry my life would have been lost forever. Secondly, the ability to love again, I had lost that ability to
love. Love God, myself, my family, and those close around me. Thanks to Hesed and that unconditional love that radiates there I was able to heal my broken spirit. Now I’m in love with God again, I
have a closer bond with my family and I’m in a relationship, something I never thought would be possible again. But mostly I love myself.
I would like to thank the board, staff and volunteers for the kind expressions of sympathy bestowed
upon me and my family during the passing of my father. I will always remember that feeling of joy
when I saw someone I recognized form Hesed, realizing that my “family” was there with me.
I would like to express my thanks and gratitude to Jenny and Tim Plett and family for their support
of me.
I would like to encourage the Board, Staff and Volunteers for making Hesed the place it is today.
There may be days when questions may arise about why we are doing this, or is there still a need for
this ministry today. Or how are we ever going to make it financially.
So in closing I want you to remember that Hesed gives Hope, Hesed gives Agape love, Hesed gives Compassion but most importantly Hesed gives Life. Hesed gave me back the life that I had lost a long time
ago.
My heart would forever be with Hesed and it would be my pleasure to speak or represent Hesed if the
need arises. With many thanks and God’s love,
A Resident

Can you help?
Well it’s been a little over three months since I’ve arrived at Hesed as the Fundraiser and Bookkeeper.
I’ve really been enjoying working with everyone here and getting to know the residents and am starting to feel like one of the family. This past month, I’ve had my first experience of not having enough
money to pay the bills or make payroll! It’s been quite a test of not only faith, but of patience. God,
however, was faithful and sent an unsolicited donor with a cheque of exactly what we needed to
cover payroll. We are very thankful, but are still in great need to cover regular monthly expenses and
bills. Our funds are very low at the moment.
Unfortunately, due to flooding, the Rumor’s fundraiser we had planned for August was cancelled; the repairs to their
building had not been completed in time. Although this was a disappointment, it enables us to trust in God all the
more to provide for this ministry. There are more fundraisers coming up in the very near future that I would like to tell
you about!
We are having a house concert on Sept. 2. I’m hoping that this will become a regular event every couple of
months or so. Please mark your calendars for Thursday, Oct. 15 for our annual Dessert Reception. Our theme
this year is “Into the Light” with Keynote speaker, Jocelyn Preston, an HIV nurse with Health Science Center. Her
talk is titled “Carrying on the Legacy of House of Hesed Excellence”. I really believe this will be an evening nobody will want to miss.

Well, Christmas is coming and with that comes all the decorating! There will be an opportunity to order Poinsettias at our Dessert Reception in October for you or to give away as gifts. We also have Hesed cookbooks in
McNally Robinson at Polo Park and Grant Park for $10, so if you’re interested in giving those as gifts or using
them for yourself, you can stop by one of those stores or just give me a call and I’m happy to sell you one. The
books are full of great recipes to try! All the money raised from the cookbooks & poinsettias will go towards our
operating expenses for the house.
We believe that Jesus chooses to spend time with us here at Hesed because He loves and delights in us. We need financial help to keep this ministry going, if you are able to contribute to our operating needs we would be very grateful. We remain the only home of this kind in Manitoba and to our knowledge the only Christian ministry serving people living with HIV/AIDS in the province. The men and women who we serve live with us because we offer a quality of
life not offered in hospitals, nursing homes, rooming houses or hotels. We provide them a home filled with the love
of Christ and a hope for the future. We have been home to more than 80 men and women. Thank you in advance for
your love, prayers, support and generosity.
If you have any suggestions on fundraisers I’d love to hear about them. Or if you are able to contribute to our silent
auction we are having at our Dessert Reception or are interested in volunteering, please give me a call.
We hope you are able to join us on Thursday, October 15 for our Dessert Reception Fundraiser, tickets are just
$15. It’ll be an evening of conversations with great friends, music & stories about Hesed with a silent auction as
well. A night you won’t want to miss!
Please call Tami at 415-1459 for tickets and more information.
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