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…building a place of loving-kindness 

Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained,  

compassionate, merciful love of our Father God. As recipients of this divine love, we desire to emulate His compassion in 

our attitudes and actions towards others, particularly towards those people living with HIV/AIDS.  

I was first diagnosed with HIV twelve years ago. I 
was devastated and shocked when I first found 
out. I thought my life was over. I didn’t want to tell 
anyone, not even my family. I waited until it got dark outside. I was too ashamed to tell anyone. I went and sat 
outside on my sister’s front steps and began to cry. I was saying to myself, why, why me God, why did this 
have to happen to me. Now I can never have a family of my own. I was the only one in my family left with no 
children of my own…When I found out I had HIV I started taking my HIV medications right away. At first I was 
scared of all the side effects and all those pills I would have to take for the rest of my life. About 2 weeks later I 
got used to them. My immune system got stronger and my viral load became lower and my HIV became 
undetectable…I told my common-law partner when I first found out I had it. I was with her for four and a half 
years…The doctor told her to get tested every three months because it would be more accurate. So she got 
tested every three months, four times, and all four times she was negative and never had it. Then our 
relationship started to fall part. She was scared I would give it to her. She didn’t want me anymore. We broke 
up. A week or two later I got depressed and began drinking and using drugs everyday to help me cope with this 
HIV illness alone. Knowing I would have to be by myself for the rest of my life really hurt me. Eventually after 
three months later drinking and doing drugs everyday got me sick…six months later I got double pneumonia. I 
went to see my HIV doctor at the hospital one day…I told him I was hot and cold and shivering and having cold 
sweats. Then that’s when he checked me out and told me, you have double pneumonia. You killed your 
immune system and there’s nothing left we can do for you and you’re gonna die. I looked at him shocked. I said 
really, he said yeah. We can only give you antibiotics and morphine for pain and hopefully you’ll get better. 
Some people from a church came to see me and pray for me and give me a bible. My ex-common-law and one 
of her daughters came to visit me at the hospital. Her daughter began to cry when she saw me because they 
really thought I was gonna die…I ended up getting better after a week in the hospital. I got out. I had a new 
doctor and new HIV medications because the old ones didn’t work for me anymore because I missed too many 
doses…After three weeks of taking my new medications they began to work for me….I was happy I got a 
second chance at life…I started staying at my sister’s when I got out of the hospital. I was living in her 
basement with my brother who was also HIV positive…me and my brother began drinking everyday. I drank 
with my brother everyday because we had the same illness HIV and we helped each other cope with our illness 
because we loved each other. Then suddenly I didn’t want to drink anymore. I told my brother and my sister I 
didn’t want to drink anymore. I told them I want to be sober again and independent again. I applied to move into 
a house [House of Hesed] where other people with HIV lived with loving Christian people who help people 
become independent again. I lived there for four months, got better, applied for subsidized housing…Suddenly 
my brother passed away. After his funeral I wanted to do more with HIV positive people…So I first went on the 
AIDS Walk for Life…After that I felt good and wanted to do more. I then asked Nine Circles about HIV 
conferences I could go to. That’s when they told me about the Manitoba HIV Conference…so I went to that. It 
was a two day conference which I really enjoyed because I seen my old doctor who told me a few years ago 
that I was gonna die and there was nothing left he can do for me, and here I am now stronger than ever. 
Weight lifting every chance I get…I want to go to more conferences and become more involved with HIV 
positive people to educate people about HIV/AIDS to stop discrimination. It will help me stay stronger in my 
HIV fight and help me live better and longer… 

A resident shares their story... 



 

We’d like to thank the following foundations for their generous contributions to House of Hesed at the close 

of 2011! Your invaluable support enables us to continue doing what we do!   

  The Tallman Foundation 

The Buller Foundation  

The Georgina Foundation  

The Jackman Foundation  
 

And thank-you to the Club Richelieu St. Boniface, The Buller Foundation, Steinbach Christian School, Inter-

steel Industries and Plett Trucking for their generous contributions to Hesed this year! 

 

Thanks also to Marcel and Adria Penner and Loud as Rock for putting on a fundraising concert for 

Hesed on May 26
th

 at Ellice Theatre. It was an awesome show and we’re so grateful for the time 

and effort they put into this concert to help raise awareness for House of Hesed! 
 

Another fabulous time was had at Gordie’s Coffeehouse fundraiser on June 21
st

 for their Wang 

Dang Doodle Open Mic!! We’re so grateful to Lexx Jefferson and all the folks over at Gordon 

King Memorial Church for their love and support!! 
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Mailing list Reminder  If you would like to switch to receiving an email copy of our newsletter, or ever want to be 

removed from our list, please contact us at 415-1459 or send an email to rebecca@houseofhesed.ca 

 

We raised over $1800 at our 3rd annual art auction fundraiser on March 

29th, 2012! We would like to thank the following artists for donating their 

artwork or photography to benefit House of Hesed:  
 

Coco Brunet, Robert Burton, Kristina Blackwood, F. Christian, Adam Dobson, 

Kathy Donnelly, Garrett Everett, Alicia Feakes, Rudy Friesen, Linda Gunhouse, 

Faye Hall, Sally Hull, Laura Jackson, Tom Jones, Patricia Kekropidis, Ron Labbe, 

Nicole Leclercq, Kaitlyn Lee, Gordon McDermid, Edward Nelling, Garth Panting, 

Kim Polten, Jurgen M. Severloh, and Sonja J. Wolf.  

2012 Art Auction Report 

House of Hesed Director moe Feakes with artist Faye Hall 
and her donation “Hi God!” This painting now has a home 
over the fireplace at Hesed. (Photo from www.fayehall.com )  

 

 

As a Christian ministry we are so grateful when local churches partner with us through prayer and financial sup-

port! We’d like to thank the following Churches for their monthly commitments to House of Hesed: 

- The Bridge Church  - Church of The Rock    - Cornerstone Alliance 

- Elim Chapel   - Immanuel Pentecostal Church 
 

Big thanks also go out to The Church at Pine Ridge, Cornerstone Community Church, Covenant Christian Re-

formed Church, Heartland Community Church, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, St. Aidan’s Anglican Church, 

and Willowlake Baptist for their generous contributions over the last year.   
 

We are so grateful to our God and to everyone for their faithful, compassionate support!   

Church Support 

Thank-You’s 
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 You are invited to You are invited to You are invited to You are invited to     

House of Hesed’s annualHouse of Hesed’s annualHouse of Hesed’s annualHouse of Hesed’s annual    

Dessert Reception 

Fundraiser 
 

Wednesday September 19th, 2012 Wednesday September 19th, 2012 Wednesday September 19th, 2012 Wednesday September 19th, 2012     

North Kildonan Mennonite Brethren Church 

(1315 Gateway Rd.) 
    

Speaker: Victoria James 

Silent auction and music! 
    

Doors open at 6:30pm   Doors open at 6:30pm   Doors open at 6:30pm   Doors open at 6:30pm       

Tickets $15Tickets $15Tickets $15Tickets $15    
    

All tickets must be reserved in advance. Please call 415-1459  

to reserve your tickets or book a table. 



      2012 Dinner Theatre      2012 Dinner Theatre      2012 Dinner Theatre      2012 Dinner Theatre  

The 2012 House of Hesed Dinner Theatre raised over $39,000!! Thanks to all who came out and donated, and to the 

cast and crew who put in so much time and effort!! 

Director: David Turnbull    Producer: Ron Labbé  

Kitchen Manager: Robyn Van Vliet   Set Construction: Fiona Plett, Monique Senecal  

Set Painting: John Feakes, Linde Feakes, Alicia Feakes Costume Manager: Marcia Plett    

Sound: Carrie Houston    Lighting: Chris Van Vliet 

Hair Stylist: Jolene Senecal    Makeup Artist: Kaitlyn Lee 

Actors: Coco Brunet, moe Feakes, Julia Kraemer, Ron Labbe, Kaitlyn Lee, Patrick Thibert, DaraLee Orpin, 

Veronique Plamondon, Michelle Savard, Jolene Senecal, Matthew Stefanson, and David Turnbull.  
 

Special thanks to the sponsors for this year’s Dinner Theatre: Tallieu Construction and Brunet Monuments 
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House of Hesed P.O. Box 2102 WPG. MB R3C 3R4  204-772-4793 

info@houseofhesed.ca  www.houseofhesed.ca 

Peril on the High SeasPeril on the High SeasPeril on the High SeasPeril on the High Seas 


