
 Our beautiful and beloved Aunty Shirley (aka Queen Shirley) passed away 

suddenly and unexpectedly on April 19th in her room at House of Hesed. 

 Although she didn’t talk very much, Shirley ruled House of Hesed from her 

command post in her bedroom.  Aunty Shirley knew everything that was going on 

around here, who said what to whom, where I left the phone or where to find 

Colleen’s keys. She may have had a bit of a crusty exterior but once you got to know 

her, you soon realized Shirley was all heart and compassion.  She loved Flynn, Grace 

and Eddie, our canine staff members, and would often send her friend all over the city 

searching for the perfect dog biscuits for them.  He wouldn’t dare come back with the 

wrong ones!  Flynn always preferred what was in Shirley’s garbage can or the 

remainder of her bag of Barbeque Chips, but Shirley insisted on only the best for “her 

dogs”. 

 Shirley knew her place as matriarch here at Hesed was secure, and she ruled 

with a velvet glove (most of the time).  If you asked her for advice or for an opinion, 

she gave it to you straight without the sugar coating.  Yet, Shirley was the first one to give a hug or show 

tenderness when she intuitively knew it was needed. 

 Many of our staff, volunteers and residents have fond memories of endless games of Sorry, Crib or 

Scrabble.  She rarely lost, but if she did, it was game over! 

 Sometimes when the hectic pace of  the day was just too much for me and I needed to “breathe”, I would 

go and sit with Aunty Shirley even if it was just for a couple of minutes.  She usually ended up making me laugh 

or chastise me for my “belly aching”, which inevitably made me feel better.  A hug and a kiss from Shirley and I 

was ready to continue running the race. 

 Shirley’s pride and joy was her little Budgie bird, Billy.  She cherished that little fellow, but if he got too 

loud or had a little temper tantrum you could hear her holler “Shut up Billy,” sort of like she did with all of us.  

Shirley wouldn’t hesitate to put you in your place if she thought you were starting to get out of hand. 

 A couple of days before she died, I was in her room doing her nails (my gift to myself) and we were 

chatting.  I asked her if she ever got so bored she felt like running out of the house screaming, and she said “no, 

why would I do that,? I’m content.  I have everything I need”. And she was content, peaceful.  Shirley knew she 

was loved; we told her every single day. She felt safe and secure in the knowledge that she was Beloved. 

 It was a privilege and an honour to journey with Shirley these past 6 years.  We were all too happy to 

keep her coffee cup filled and to run errands for her. 

  I miss my hug and kiss on the cheek as I would leave for the day.  I would say “I love 

you” and she would always say “I love you too.” And of course every staff person, volunteer 

and resident will always remember her saying as we left for the day, “be careful.” 

 We all miss her terribly, and even though the pain we feel at her passing is so hard, 

not one of us would have missed our time with Queen Shirley. 

 We are grateful that God created House of Hesed for Aunty Shirley. 
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…building a place of loving-kindness 

Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, 

unrestrained, compassionate, merciful love of our Father God.  As recipients of this divine love, we desire to 

emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions towards others, particularly toward those people living 

with HIV/AIDS.  

Shirley Ann  
Born January 1953  
Entered into New 
Life April 2009 

Billie Bird 
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House of Hesed 
Family News Update 

 
Spring has been a long time in coming, and here we are mid June with the lilac bushes 

out front in full bloom.  There is hope for the flowers in Winterpeg! 
  

Each month we are grateful to have the Landmark Prayer Team  come and 
be with the residents and staff for prayer and fellowship, as they so generously leave their love and 

affection and delicious treats for everyone to enjoy. 
 

The residents, staff and volunteers were very happy to attend and support Virgil’s Reunion  and to see Moe in 
her Academy performance role.  The whole crew truly deserved the Academy Award for their commitment 

and performance.   
 

A farewell party was held in honour of Fiona Plett who has left the House of Hesed after serving faithfully, 
joyfully and loyally for 6 years in her multitasking role as our financial officer, Fiona and James are pursuing 

a partnership in James’ Renos. 
   

Fiona, your happy smile and boundless energy will be missed! 
As we bid adieu to Fiona, we warmly welcome Tami Duff,  our newest staff person, who is 

fitting very nicely into her new job description as fund raiser and financial officer.  
 

For the 17th consecutive year, Heart Song was held at St. Benedict’s Priory.  The retreat was very well 
attended by men and women living with HIV/AIDS and their caregivers.  Four members of the House of 

Hesed participated in the two day mind, body, and soul retreat. 
 

April and May Birthdays were celebrated and Family Day followed. Delicious cake, ice cream 
and some pretty fine shared conversation highlighted the day. 

 
Our Salvation Army Cadet Kevin Eslasser is continuing his cadet training after spending six 
wonderful months volunteering at the House of Hesed.  Kevin’s skills and talents were shared 

and appreciated during his time with the residents and staff. Kevin will be greatly missed! 
 

June 25th was the 100th Anniversary gathering for the House of Hesed which was built by the 
Kelly Family in 1909.  As people gathered on the porch, an evening soiree of music provided by 

Colleen Kwade & Brian James, food, and conversation was enjoyed.   
 

On Thursday June 26th Lexx and her amazing team at Gordie’s Coffee organized an evening of music, 
comedy, and yummy treats all in benefit of House of Hesed.  They even raffled off a guitar, which I can now 
assume I didn’t win!   The whole evening was wonderful, and the level of local talent is truly amazing.  All 

the entertainers donated their time and energy to the event, not to mention all the bakers and volunteers. 
All of us at House of Hesed are so blessed by their kindness and generosity.  That‘s why I call them the 
“Little Church with the BIG heart.”  God Bless you, Gordon King Memorial! 
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...TO EVERYONE INVOLVED IN THE HOUSE OF HESED DINNER THEATRE, 
VIRGIL’S FAMILY REUNION  

This was the second dinner theatre fundraiser for House of Hesed.  I sincerely want to thank the following cast and 
crew who gave of their time, energy, and love for the better part of 5 months.  Some literally put their “real lives” on 
hold and juggled school, jobs, other acting and singing “gigs,” and family commitments all in benefit of House of 
Hesed.   
 
David Turnbull – Director and Virgil Sludge    Denyse Turnbull – Producer 
 
Jolene Senecal – Maragret Sludge    Veronique Plamondon – Officer Poutine  
   
Alicia Dash – Miss Barbie     Nicole Friesen – Ms. Delanie  
 
Julia Kraemer – Daisy Mae     Jasmine Magnus -Betty Sue  
 
Kaitlyn Lee – Bertha Mae     Patrick Thibert - Ellard 
 
Murray Peterson – Jed Hooper     Rita Bourgeois – Mama Hooper 
 
DaraLee Orpin – Grandma     Coco Brunet – Mr. Perky 
 
Ron Labbe - Harely Wayne Sludge    moe Feakes – Mama Sludge  
       
Cheryl Friesen – food coordinator and kitchen supervisor Rita Tully – scrumpy dessert May 3rd 
 
Paulette Sullivan– Dining Room décor and Cast Caregiver  Daria Lysenko - Dance instructor/choreographer  
 
Richard Aubert - Sound      Daniel Boissonneault - Sound 
 
Laurent Lacroix – Sound     Robert Turnbull – Sound 
 
Monique and Guy Senecal – Set design, Stage managers   
 
I also want to acknowledge the army of volunteers who donated their time volunteering in the kitchen, setting up and 
tearing down, shopping for food and other items and, bottling wine. 
Thanks to everyone who bought tickets for the show and donated financially to this ministry.  We sold out 4 
performances at 200 people per show and cleared $22,000.00 this year.   I hope you all had a great time.  

Please plan on joining us next year in March for the 3rd annual House of Hesed dinner/theatre.  
 

God Bless you, love moe 



THANKS TO KONE FOR PUBLISHING THIS NEWSLETTER & TO COLLEEN KWADE FOR DESIGNING IT 
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“Every time we think of you, we thank God, and pray for you with prayers of joy.” 
Thank you for your continued support, love and care for each and every one of us at the 

House of Hesed. 
We give glory and honour to God. our creator in providing for all our needs. 

 

My name is Tami Duff and I’m the new gal in the house! I’m really excited to be a part of what God is doing at House of 

Hesed. I truly believe this opportunity came to me from Him, and I’m loving every minute of it! Fiona’s shoes are hard 

to fill, but she trained me well, and I’m grateful for that. My role as bookkeeper and fundraiser keeps me on my toes, 

as well as being a mom to two busy boys and a wife to a really great husband! I’m really enjoying working with all the 

staff here and getting to know the residents; it’s great to be a part of such a wonderful community. 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out and helped support Virgil’s Family Reunion Dinner Theatre. A great time was had 

by all – the food was great and so was the entertainment. Thank you for your generous support. 

 

Continuing to grow and build relationships with church support, I’ve also been working on distributing our donation 

cans. These are great little containers that would love to be filled with loose change! I’ve sent some letters around to 

local businesses to see if they are interested in having one near their cash register – this is another way for people to 

be intrigued about who House of Hesed is and donate their spare change at the same time. If you are interested in 

having one of these containers either for your home, church, or place of business, please let me know and I’ll be happy 

to drop them off and pick them up as they begin to be filled. Your help is greatly appreciated. Remember even the 

littlest amount makes a big difference here at Hesed.  

 

 “Thank you for encouraging to give the $5.00 monthly. I often think 

   about everyone giving a little what difference can be made.” 

      -  monthly donor 

 

Some financial giving options - You can now direct your donation to House of Hesed through your employee 

deductions for the UNITED WAY, ALL CHARITIES CAMPAIGN (which directs Manitoba Government employee 

deductions) and also through Canada Helps (just click the link on our website or visit canadahelps.org). All you need is 

our charity number: 83209 8214 RR0001 Super Easy...Super Appreciated! 

 

I’m excited to share with you some up and coming fundraising events! Money raised through these events benefits 

different projects at House of Hesed. I’ll update you in the next newsletter as to how the money was spent! 

August 19
th

 – Who doesn’t love to laugh? It keeps you young and does your heart good! We have tickets 

available to Rumours’ Comedy Club to see the one and only Trevor Boris, he’s from Winnipeg and is probably 

best known for his show on Much Music called Video On Trial. Tickets are $15 each.  

October 15
th

 – we will be having our annual Dessert Reception. Come and hear stories about the amazing work 

God is doing at House of Hesed as well as in the lives of the residents and staff. Enjoy great company, a bit of 

music, and stories – you won’t want to miss this! Tickets are $15. 

 

For more information or to purchase tickets for any of these events, please call Tami at 415-1459. See you there! 


