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…building a place of lovingloving-kindness
Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish,
extravagant, unrestrained, compassionate, merciful love of our Father God. As recipients of this
divine love, we desire to emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions towards others,
particularly toward those people living with HIV/AIDS.

HERO WORSHIP: UPSIDE DOWN VALUES
In the purpose driven Christian culture of today our heroes are usually successful, strong and holy. I
have been stunned to hear pastors praising the rich and famous as icons of modern culture. Whether they be
sports stars, businessmen, or those with powerful ministries, we are encouraged to study closely the formulas
these people practice in the hope that our lives will bear similar fruit. Tangible results, success, and hopefully a
place in history are the personal goals that matter most today, even in church life. My pastor mentioned on
Sunday morning the importance of the story we tell of our own lives. I guess he would be a little shocked to hear
the stories that have impressed me the most in the lives of others; those who have had the most profound
influence on me of late.
Among these are two murderers, Aileen Wuornos and Stanley “Tookie” Williams, a porn star, Linda
Boreman, and a sexually confused young woman by the name of Brandon Teena. He may be less shocked if I
pointed out to him how often the Christian culture ignores the “least of these my brethren” to use Jesus’ words,
and in so doing ignores Jesus Christ himself according to Matthew 25:45.
I have heard the great stories of Smith Wigglesworth punching demons out of people, the dynamic prayer
life and missionary exploits of Hudson Taylor, I have never heard from behind the pulpit the grace and mercy
shown to the failures, the sinful, the weak and sick, those who never achieved anything for God in this world, but
whose lives were such shining examples of pure grace and forgiveness that no success story could match them.
We ignore the victims in favour of the conquerors, and in so doing we are in danger of missing Christ, the
greatest victim of all, because he was completely innocent. Yet, He was born out of wedlock, was
misunderstood, frequently falsely accused, rejected and derided, homeless and poor, and eventually after a
mock trial, murdered. What we do to the victims of society, we do to Christ Himself, this includes overlooking
them and considering them unworthy of our respect and attention. However, if we look into the heart of a victim,
we may be looking into the heart of Christ Himself, and that vision may be unavailable to us anywhere else.
Written by Colin Campbell on the Brennan Manning website January 9, 2006, and read at
Colin’s funeral on July 24, 2008. Colin and his wife Francie have been long time friends
of House of Hesed – they have loved us from the other side of the world, Australia,
where Francie still resides and continues to be an inspiration to all of us at Hesed.
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FIVEFIVE-DOLLAR CHALLENGE
As most of you are aware, House of Hesed continues to face financial challenges and as we
move into 2009, we continue to put our trust in God to meet our needs. A lot of the challenges
with our finances are due to the continuing economic uncertainty and upheaval. There are those who
give to our ministry that have had to cut back on their support due to their own financial needs.
Recently I was reminded by a friend of mine, Tye, who is also in ministry, that “every penny counts”
and no amount is too small to make a difference. So taking this idea from him, I’d like to send out this
FIVE DOLLAR CHALLENGE.
Currently, 46% of those on our contact list give financially to House of Hesed. However, if
everyone who does not currently give started giving $5 a month our annual revenue would
increase by 11% this coming year. If everyone on our mailing list, including those who
currently give, gave an additional $5 a month that would double the increase to 23%. That is
significant. Most people don’t want to give $5 because they think it is insignificant. Let me assure you
that $5 given to House of Hesed is $5 we didn’t have before and is PRECIOUS to us. If you think that
giving only $5 a month would not make much of a difference remember the most famous giver in the
Bible was the Widow who gave all she had – a simple mite, which is equivalent to a nickel.
I cannot stress enough the significance of $5 and what impact that has on the
ministry of House of Hesed enabling us to continue;
-Providing a loving, supportive home for 10 men and women living with HIV/AIDS
-to ensure that the house is staffed 24 hours a day, 7 days a week
-to meet all our expenses including groceries, utilities, taxes, insurance, home and Van
maintenance.
Would you be willing to become a new donor and give $5? To our faithful and
generous current supporters, would you be willing to add $5 a month to your gift? Thank you
for helping us to meet our goals and for prayerfully considering adding $5 a month to your current giving
or becoming a $5 a month giver for the first time. This little bit translates to a lot very quickly. Every
penny counts and is precious to us.
God Bless You. Love, Moe

SOME FINANCIAL GIVING OPTIONS
House of Hesed now accepts Visa, Mastercard and American Express. Call: (204)415-1459 or fill in the remittance
slip included with your newsletter, and mail back to us.
You can also direct your donation to House of Hesed through employee deductions for the UNITED WAY, ALL
CHARITIES CAMPAIGN (Manitoba Government employee deductions) and CANADA HELPS.ORG ! All you
need is our charity number: 83209 8214 RR0001 Super Easy...Super Appreciated!
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Family News

Christmas was such a special time at the House of Hesed as we were gifted with many donations. Thank
you so much!

Christmas staff party hosted by James and Fiona Plett was a fun time to share in some good conversation,
delicious food and some wild musical entertainment.

Birthday celebrations have been an opportune time for residents, staff and volunteers to gather together
each month to honour our birthday guests.

Family Days with the residents and staff “to just hang out” and be together has been a happening event since February.
Volunteer Appreciation Evening was an event to thank our volunteers for their many hours of caring
commitment to the residents and staff.
The Landmark prayer companions come once a month on Sundays to share fellowship at the House of
Hesed.

Education Sessions
The staff participated in an all day session on Conflict Resolution Strategies facilitated by Randy Grieser.
The residents and staff attended a Fire Training Session by Tim Tanner.
All those who attended are certified in learning the important steps in the event of an emergency and
how to use a fire extinguisher.
“It is too late when the fire trucks roll in.”
A “Community Disaster Resiliency” session sponsored by Volunteer Manitoba was attended by Jo-Ann. “Are we
prepared for a disaster?
Visit www.GetPrepared.ca and do not wait for the disaster to hit your community!

Volunteers
We would like to welcome to the House of Hesed two new volunteers who are a great addition to our volunteer
staffing: Kevin Esslaser is a Salvation Army Cadet volunteering on Wednesday afternoon from January to April and Sister
Anita Douville, s.g.m. who comes to spend her time at the House on Mondays and Thursdays.

Speaking & Education Engagements in the Community
Moe, staff and residents have been participating in speaking engagements at Providence College,
University of Winnipeg, Saturday Night Church in Landmark, Grant Park Memorial Church and Micah
House.

Upcoming Events
Virgil’s Reunion May 2 & 3; May 9& 10 (see poster on back page)
100th Anniversary Celebration of the House of Hesed building (to be announced)
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We here at House of Hesed are so blessed and so thankful to everyone
who shares so much with us. I can’t express how much we appreciate
your thoughtfulness and generosity. Thank you so much for loving us and
caring for us.

First of all we give all the glory and honor to God, our creator and our provider. Without Jesus, House of
Hesed would not survive.
Assiniboine Christian Church - for the wonderful Hamper
Southlands Community Church - for our Christmas tree and yummy baking
Cornerstone Alliance - for your financial support and Gift Cards for our residents
Grace Hospital Ladies Auxilliary - food hamper, gifts (slippers) and baked goods
Landmark Collegiate Philanthropy Class - cash donation and hospitality at the school
Dilawri Group - for the HUGE Food Hamper
Nexient Learning - food Hamper, tons of awesome gifts and Pizza Hut gift certificates and a cash donation
Living Waters Canada Central office - for your love, your prayers and your financial support
Gordon King Memorial (the little church with the BIG heart ) - for the beautiful handmade blankets, for your
prayers and your generous support
Juergen Severloh and CPC - for letting us use the comfy couch room for retreat days
Saturday Night Church Landmark - for your prayers, hamper, baked goods, your love and support
The Bridge Church - for you faithful ongoing financial support, prayers, love and care
Church of the Rock - for financial support
To all our Volunteers - for your faithful, compassionate service to all of us
To our Staff - for the way you love and care for our residents and each other
To our Board of Directors - for your faithful service to this ministry
Last but not least to the cast and crew of Virgil’s Family Reunion. Thank you for the countless hours of
rehearsal and for all the behind the scenes work that goes on. From shopping for the food, to designing the
sets, transportation, lighting and sound, selling tickets, setting up and decorating the venue and tearing it
down again. We love and appreciate each one of you.

Please
Pray

….for health and safety for our residents, staff and volunteers
….for deeper intimacy with Jesus and The Holy Spirit
….for the right person(s) to fill the book keeping and fundraising positions
….that all our financial needs would be met.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT HOUSE OF HESED!
House of Hesed has 2 job postings available:
Book Keeper/Grant Writer (.6 position) and Fundraiser (.5 position)
Check the postings on our website: www.houseofhesed.ca
For more information contact Moe Feakes at moe@houseofhesed .ca or call (204) 772-4793
House of Hesed P.O. Box 2102 Winnipeg, MB R3C 3R4 204-772-4793
Info@HouseofHesed.ca
www.HouseofHesed.ca
House of Hesed (Manitoba) Inc. Charity Registration #83209 8214 RR0001
THANKS TO KONE FOR PUBLISHING THIS NEWSLETTER

