House of Hesed
Midwinter 2010
…building a place of lovingloving-kindness
Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the
eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, compassionate,
merciful love of our Father God. As recipients of this divine love, we
desire to emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions
towards others, particularly toward those people living with
HIV/AIDS.

My Experience Living at House of Hesed
When I first found out I was HIV Positive I was in shock, I wouldn’t accept it and I was in
deep denial.
I felt so alone yet I was surrounded by friends and family but I still couldn’t bring myself to
tell them.
I had never heard of House of Hesed till I ended up in the hospital for another reason, so
I figured I’d try it out.
I moved in to the house in September 2010 and at first I was trying not to give it a chance
but I’m glad I did. At House of Hesed I slowly started to accept my diagnosis because all my
roommates knew how I felt so I started smiling and laughing again instead of anger and
resentment towards people, because of the fact I was always
around other people who weren’t positive but me.
I felt like I was living in a big bubble but that popped when I moved in here.
Living at House of Hesed made me feel like a live person again not a time bomb waiting to
drop dead, I’ve really got nothing to worry about when I’m here. I’ve got my own room and
privacy, there’s always food available, there’s people I can talk to when I need to. I honestly
wouldn’t know where I’d be right now if it weren’t for this place. I thank God for guiding me
where I feel at home again and feel like a person once more.
- A Current Resident
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Being confirmed this year, I grew a lot in my spirituality. I learned that beauty is
internal. No one gets to inform you of your beauty but God. My belief is that God is
in you and God sees what you do and works through you. He is the real beauty of the
world and shines through when people do good. I see so much beauty at Hesed.You
are so beautiful Moe. I can see your beauty in that home. Volunteering at Hesed makes
me feel so beautiful. I love coming in and seeing the residents smiling, and hearing the
girls laughing, and answering all of their questions, and listening to their stories. I
don't mind doing some hard work, cleaning the tough stuff, or doing the odd jobs that
need to be done. I like the feeling I get and I like the impact I have. I hope that my time
at Hesed has made a difference there, because I know they have for me.
Thank you, Julia

RICHARD IS RETIRING…..AGAIN!
Richard was our very FIRST House of Hesed Volunteer. He came to see
me soon after our first dessert reception introduction to House of Hesed in 1998,
saying that “God told me to come and talk to you about helping out.” Richard
offered to be our “Computer Doctor,” maintaining and repairing our ancient
desktops. However, in addition to being our “techie,” Richard became our
Thursday night Volunteer Staff Person, and Thursday nights meant the best
spaghetti and garlic toast ever. Richard also made a great chicken dinner but his
spaghetti was the favorite with all the residents.
Richard held this post faithfully for 7 years, missing only 3 of these Thursday shifts in all that time.
Then in 2005 we moved to our current address and Richard became our Live-In Volunteer Staff Person.
This meant that Richard would cover a variety of shifts when other Staff were on holiday or called in sick,
occasionally this meant covering two whole shifts in a 24 hour period. It also meant accompanying or
driving residents to hospital in the middle of the night, grocery shopping, cooking, cleaning, running
errands, being a strong shoulder to cry on, a listening ear, a hand to hold, wiper of tears, spiritual warfare
warrior, story-teller, teacher, friend, protector, counselor, security guard and resident handyman. In all
the years I have had the privilege of knowing Richard and working shoulder to shoulder and heart to
heart with him, I have never heard him complain about anything or anyone.
Richard is a lover of God, a Christ follower, a gentleman, a man of integrity,
trustworthy and steadfast. He has been by my side since the very beginning of this
ministry, he has dried my tears, held my hand, listened to me whine and shared the
victories.
Richard, we will all miss you very much.
God Bless you, moe
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HOUSE OF HESED IS LOOKING FOR A

Save the
Date!!

LIVE IN STAFF PERSON!
If you or if you know someone that might be
interested in joining our team and making a
difference in the lives of those that live at Hesed,
we’d love to hear from you!
Live in Staff assumes responsibility for the management of the
house in the absence of regularly scheduled staff persons. Room
and Board is provided.
The live in staff person will help prepare and share in the evening
meal when required, respond appropriately to medical situations
as per guidelines, assists staff in case of emergency, may be
required to cover the daytime, evening or overnight shifts as per
specific job descriptions, light housekeeping, shovelling snow,
mowing lawn as required, deal effectively with household
problems as they arise, keep daily written records. Any food
and/or toiletries for the exclusive use of the Live-In Staff is to be
purchased and supplied by the Live-In Staff person.
Resumes can be sent by April 15, 2011, attention to Tami –
tami@houseofhesed.ca or
P.O. Box 2102, Winnipeg, MB R3C 3R4

March 24…Art Auction
April 29,30, May 1 and May 6,7,8...
Annual Hesed Dinner Theatre
Sept. 21...Annual Dessert Reception,
Convention Center
Sept. 24...Run for AIDS, St. Vital Park
Dec. 1...World AIDS Day
More information to follow on all of
these events, or you can call Tami at
415-1459 for details!

Thank you for making 2010 a great year for House of Hesed! We have
had many highlights over the past year, one being the radio-a-thon that was held
on World AIDS Day, Dec. 1st, hosted by CHVN 95.1FM. We raised $11, 765
during the day and then another $1300 in the evening at the awareness concert
that was held at the Convention Center. Wow!! God is and has been very good to us as have our faithful
and new donors. Thank you so much to everyone who participated in the events that took place on World
AIDS Day, whether you were a volunteer, donor, or attended the concert – the day wouldn’t have happened
without you. It was a busy, but great day and we are so appreciative of your help and participation.
We are anticipating 2011 to be another great year, raising more awareness and maybe this will be
the year our dream of acquiring additional adequate, safe living space for people living with HIV/AIDS will
be turned into a reality.

WISH LIST

PLEASE PRAY
Ongoing healing, health and
safety for our residents, staff, volunteers and
benefactors
Wisdom and discernment to support the
HIV/AIDS community
Benefactors to regularly support the Ministry
of House of Hesed

- Grocery vouchers

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITY
AVAILABLE

- Paper towels, toilet paper, Kleenex
- Coffee
- Paper for photocopier (white, letter size)
- Large dining room table (ours will soon
need to be replaced)
- Meat slicer

Trust and confidence in our Provident God

- Canadian Tire Money

The fundraising initiatives for 2011

- Monthly donors

We are in need of one or two
very hardy individuals to pick
up our Winnipeg Harvest
Bonus 2 times per month. If
you are interested please
phone moe or Tami for more
information.
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Thank You...
We, at House of Hesed wish to express our sincere appreciation to
everyone who so generously and thoughtfully donated to this ministry
over the Christmas Season. We are humbled that during this very busy
time so many of you thought of us and took the time to bless us in so
many ways.
Cornerstone Alliance, Taromont Cat Lift, Grace Hospital Volunteer
Auxillary, Dave and Doreen Froese, Assiniboine Christian Centre,
Tache Pharmacy. Thanks to the anonymous person who donated
the wonderful Gingerbread House —it was a real work of art, so
beautiful and tasty.
We also want to thank everyone who so faithfully supports this ministry
on a regular basis as well as our new donors. Because of your
generosity and compassion we are able to continue to offer a safe, loving
environment to men and women living with HIV/AIDS here in Winnipeg.
Thank you so much for choosing to partner with us.
We love receiving your notes, cards and phone calls of encouragement
and love. Please keep them coming!
We are grateful to those of you who intercede for us in prayer. As many
of you know we are in the front lines when it comes to spiritual warfare
and so are always in need of prayer support.
The staff, volunteers and residents of House of Hesed value and
appreciate your friendship. You richly Bless us. God Bless you, love moe

House of Hesed P.O. Box 2102 Winnipeg, MB R3C 3R4 204-772-4793
info@houseofhesed.ca
www.houseofhesed.ca
House of Hesed (Manitoba) Inc. Charity Registration #83209 8214 RR0001
THANKS TO COLLEEN KWADE FOR DESIGNING THIS AND ALL OF OUR NEWSLETTERS!
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