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Garage Sale  

Car Wash (Thanks Brittany) 

Bake Sale and/or Book Sale 

Craft Sale 

House Concert or BIG concert 

Social (we love to dance) 

Pay our House Taxes for a Year 

Adopt a Utility Bill 

Organize a Food Drive (Thanks Grant Memorial Baptist 
and Cornerstone Alliance 

Some folks have even forgone their Birthday or Anniversary gifts and have taken up a donation for Hesed instead.  
One lovely couple Dean and Cindy Skidmore celebrated their anniversary with a fundraising social (it was a blast!) 
and gave all the proceeds to this ministry.  Last year Tim and Jenny Plett had a Beach Party (FUN!!!) to Jenny’s 

birthday and once again donated the money to House of Hesed.  

If you’ve ever wondered how you, your family, friends, your Bible study, youth group, or Church could help House 
of Hesed the following are some ideas that have been suggested and/or implemented in the past: 

Two weeks ago I received a phone call from someone named Brittany Sinclair who said she was a grade 11 
student at John Taylor Collegiate.  Brittany said she had heard about House of Hesed from her friend, my niece, 
Taylor Orpin.  She said she wanted to do a Car Wash Fundraiser for us and asked me if that would be okay?!!??  
I said “um….. YES!”  Brittany came for a wee tour of the house and then we sat and chatted.  I was thoroughly 
impressed with this young, thoughtful, courageous, compassionate young woman.  The Car Wash was held on 
Sunday, June 13th (a rare day with beautiful sunshine) and was a great success.  A couple of days later Brittany 
and her two friends Morgan and Brandon came to hand over the proceeds of the event which totaled $375.00.  
Brittany said she had so much fun doing this event and is looking forward to doing more events for House of 
Hesed.  What a Blessing for all of us here at Hesed to receive such a great gift of love and encouragement.  

Brittany inspires me to do more. 

Our dinner theatre, “Taming the Wild, Wild West in a Dress” was a huge success.   The total raised for House of 
Hesed was $27,000 smackers!!!  Thank you so much to David Turnbull for his hard work and dedication to this 

ministry.  I know he spent many sleepless nights working on this event and he maybe experienced a headache or two, 
but I know he was thrilled with the whole project.  Thank you to everyone who attended and donated and of course all 

the actors and crew.   

We wish you all a wonderful, healthy, fun safe We wish you all a wonderful, healthy, fun safe We wish you all a wonderful, healthy, fun safe We wish you all a wonderful, healthy, fun safe 
summer.  Take some time to come for a visit and summer.  Take some time to come for a visit and summer.  Take some time to come for a visit and summer.  Take some time to come for a visit and 
share a cup of coffee or tea with us.  Please share a cup of coffee or tea with us.  Please share a cup of coffee or tea with us.  Please share a cup of coffee or tea with us.  Please 

phone ahead and we’ll set up a time so we can sit phone ahead and we’ll set up a time so we can sit phone ahead and we’ll set up a time so we can sit phone ahead and we’ll set up a time so we can sit 
and chat with you.and chat with you.and chat with you.and chat with you.    

 

Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the 

eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, compassionate, 

merciful love of our Father God.  As recipients of this divine love, we 

desire to emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions towards 

others, particularly toward those people living with HIV/AIDS. 
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A Gift to be… 

A Volunteer at the House of Hesed 
Last year a Grey Nun companion and staff invited me to be a volunteer. I was elated to render some services and to offer 
support to HIV clients.  I was willing to do: cleaning, sewing, driving, classifying linen, folding newsletters, transporting 
equipment and food to other sites, preparing gift cups and assisting a resident to clean and move out of a house. 
 
Why did I say, “Yes” to be a volunteer?  First, I saw it as a need to accomplish some tasks because of the lack of funds to 
hire someone. Mostly, I had some knowledge about HIV from my nursing education and I knew a few people.  This is a 
“disease” in our world! For various reasons some blame them and reject them and I learned to care for them. When I began 
to work in their environment I had a fear of catching the disease.  I was cautious to touch anything and I washed my hands 
frequently.  I was conscience to use “Javex” in the cleaning solution and to check my dishes before I used them.  Now, I am 
more at ease.  I continue to say, “Yes” because I experience the dedication and commitment of staff, volunteers, ministers 
and Board Members.  The most profound blessing is to hear the clients share their story and their desire to live despite 
health problems.  The essential reason I am at Hesed is because I have a mission to be a “Christ-like” person and also a true 
follower of Marquerite d’Youville, Founder of the Grey Nuns.  
 

I summarize the achievement of two projects.  The first began last 
September.  It was to construct a flower bed in the front and the back yard 
and to develop a trench under the black cast iron fence.  The first morning as 
I was shoveling in the front yard, I prayed; “God I need a gift…a person who 
will work with me.”  All of a sudden, a young man gently walks close to me.  
He states: “This is hard work. Do you need help?” I was overjoyed and 
asked: “Yes! Who are you?” “I’m a resident, Tim.” I spontaneously said; 
“You are a gift and an answer to my prayer.” During the next two months, 
the two of us did heavy work at shoveling soil from the front yard into the 
truck and unloading it elsewhere.  We loaded the truck with river rocks to fill 
the trenches. We bought supplies and perennials. Tim placed five stepping-
stones in the front yard!  

 
The second project happened in the beginning of the year, I discussed with Moe, the necessity of 
having some storage cupboards.  To her approval and her expertise, she found an excellent 
volunteer carpenter.  I painted the cupboards while learning the skill.  A spectacular scene!  

 
This spring we rejoiced to see our 36 tulips blooming and one Allium! Tim and I 
added more perennials and annuals to the front flower-bed and soon we will eat 
raspberries from the 9ft.sq. patch.  In the back yard we have 4 tomatoes, 4 
strawberries and 30 feet of peas growing!  Let’s hope the sun brings us a lovely crop 
under two huge trees! 
 

My hours of service are flexible and I continue to volunteer depending on my available time and the project 
required.  I appreciate the financial support and encouragement of the Grey Nuns to fulfill my mission at the House 
of Hesed.  It is a gift for me to be at the House of Hesed.  Sr. Anita Douville 



We Love our Volunteers 
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June and Clive Hickson - Winnipeg Harvest pick up 

J.P. Organize & put away food donations   

Bee Buckingham – Companion and cook 

Dave Froese – Companion, lawn mower 

John Blatz – Handyman 

Richard Lebrun – meal prep 

Heather Plett - Companion, etc.  

Stephan Fischer – Companion, etc. 

Cassandra Hryniw – Companion, etc. 

Joy Rae – Companion, etc. 

Sister Rolande- Tutor English lesson/companion 

Paulette Sullivan –Companion, etc. 

Rosalie and Mel McQuade - Wpg Harvest Pick up 

Peter Tenbruggencate - handyman 

Keith Sutton – Grocery shopper for the past several years, 
recently stepped down for a much needed break. 

Sister Anita Douville –Gardening, anything else we need to 
have done and companion 

Tim and Jen Plett and Saturday Night Church –Prepares 
supper and visits with residents 

*We are currently looking for someone to do our weekly grocery shopping every Thursday or Friday evening or Saturday 
day or evening.  If you are interested please phone moe at 772-4793 for more details. 

IN MEMORY OF FLYNN FEAKES 
  1997 -2010 

Flynn was a faithful House of Hesed volunteer from the time he was only 4 months old.  He showed up 
faithfully everyday for 13 years.  Flynn was our greeter and would often fling himself across the lap of a 
potential resident or guest as a way to say, “Welcome here, you are loved”.  This is not how staff or 

volunteer usually greet new residents but it worked to set people right at ease.  Flynn instinctively knew 
when a resident, staff, volunteer or guest needed cheering up and would perform a variety of tricks to make them laugh.   

Unfortunately he also had the reputation of being a “thief”, stealing any kind of food that was within reach.  He once took 
a $10 bill out of someone’s pocket and brought it to me, I told him I preferred $20 bills, but this is not something I actually 
taught him.  The money was returned to the rightful owner and all was forgiven.  Everyone that knew him will remember his 
appetite for Kleenexes; he once dug into a huge snow bank to dig out one single Kleenex, no kidding, we watched him do it! 
Whenever a resident was really ill and bed ridden they wanted Flynn right on the bed to comfort them, he was always very 

accommodating and didn’t need much coaxing to get him to take a nap with them.  
He made us laugh like crazy and taught us a lot about how to love unconditionally, how to let by-gones be by-gones and 

how to just be ourselves.   
Flynn was really sick off and on this past year and most of the residents were very concerned about him and did all they 

could to make him feel better.  We all enjoyed the good days he had and helped each other through the bad ones.   
Flynn will be missed and there is a gigantic Flynn shaped hole in the halls and rooms and hearts of all of us here at House 
of Hesed.  We are grateful for the 12 years we got to share with him, but are so very sad that he is no longer here.   

 
Thank you Jesus for the gift of Flynn 

Volunteers add a great deal to the quality of life for our residents, staff and to life at Hesed in general.  Our 

volunteers are valuable members of the Hesed family and we sincerely appreciate each one. Whether it is 

picking up Winnipeg Harvest, grocery shopping, mowing the lawn, doing household repairs or visiting with 

the residents, we are grateful for their dedication and passion. 
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Financial Update 
 

From January 2010 to May 31 2010: 

 

Total Revenue:    $ 17 840.34  

Total Expenses:   $ 21 489.97  

 

Shortfall:     $ 3 649.63 

 

Each month we need to fundraise 70% of our 

expenses to help with costs.  

 

Thank you for your continued prayer and financial 

support. We are only able to do what we do at 

House of Hesed because people like you are pray-

ing for and financially supporting this ministry and 

we are very grateful. 

 

Calling all golfers! Join us at Lorette Golf Course for our first annual 

golf tournament on Friday, August 27
th

 and Saturday, August 28
th

. You choose 

which day you would prefer to golf and choose your own tee time. You will also 

receive 9 holes of golf, a shared power cart, breakfast, lunch or supper (depending 

on your chosen time of golf), and a chance to win some prizes. Tickets are $100 

with a tax receipt given for $55. All money raised will go to support the operating expenses for House of 

Hesed.  

 

Dessert Reception  

Thursday, September 30
th

 annual Dessert Reception entitled ’Hope in Love’ this year will be held at The 

Winnipeg Convention Centre. The Guest speaker will soon be announced. This will be an evening to hear about 

resident & volunteer stories, what we hope to do in the next year at House of Hesed and how HIV/AIDS is 

impacting Winnipeg. Tickets are $15 each. 
 

 

Going Beyond Run for AIDS  
Going Beyond Run for AIDS is taking place on Saturday, October 2

nd
 at St. Vital Park. The Going Beyond Team, from 

Grant Memorial Baptist Church, has chosen House of Hesed as their local presence and Focus Africa as their global 

presence with all money raised being split evenly between the two organizations. This is an amazing experience for 

House of Hesed to partner with Grant Memorial in raising awareness of HIV/AIDS in our city as well as funds for the 

house. Registration is $25 for individuals or $50 for a family and you can participate in the 5K run (or they also have 

a 3K or 5K walk).  
 

 

For more information on any of these upcoming events or to purchase tickets/registration, please call 

Tami at 415-1459. 

 

An Amazing Art Auction! 
 

Thank you to Provencher Community Church for 

donating the space for our auction and to all the artists 

that donated  pieces of their art work, Leona Brown, 

Glenn Hayes, Helga Schulte-Schroeer, Keith Sutton, Ken 

Warkentin, Tom Jones, ML Kenneth-Kwon, Bev Dwarika, 

Ray Dirks, Jean McKinnon, Daryn Bond, Rosemary 

Miquez, Judith Hamilton Palmer, Alicia  Feakes, Michele 

Berger- Oneil, Weldon Bull, Erin McDowell, and Melissa 

Vogt. We had a fantastic time and were blessed with 

two great auctioneers, Dana Rogalsky from CHVN and 

author, Paul Boge. We were very grateful for them being 

able to attend and give their time to help support the 

house. With their help we raised just over $1600 to assist 

with our operating expenses.  Thanks to everyone who 

spent this evening with us. Not only were amazing pieces 

of art purchased, but House of Hesed was supported at 

the same time and we are so appreciative. If you 

missed out on this, not to worry, we will be having 

another one in  Spring 2011! 

Tami’s 

Corner 


