
 

     House of Hesed often talks about our mission and desire to emulate our Father’s compassion in our 
attitudes and actions towards others, particularly toward those people living with HIV/AIDS. Compassion 
is defined as a “sympathetic consciousness of others' distress together with a desire to alleviate it”. For 
those that have never experienced what it’s like to live with HIV/AIDS, that sympathetic consciousness 
can come from listening to their struggles. The following piece is an excerpt from a journal entry shared 
by a resident describing some of their feelings and reactions to being diagnosed with HIV.   

 

    After diagnosis, becoming aware of the fact that I was now infected with a virus that had the potential to 
end me took a lot out of me, brought me to the lowest point I have ever been. Life felt like it was over now. I 
withdrew from the world, as quickly as the sunset. My world had become a night, so dark that I did not see 
much else. 
    As time moved forward, I grew more in knowledge of what was inside of me. That it was no longer a 
death sentence, that today’s medicine could slow its progress, even put it to sleep. It could add years to life, 
but in my eyes not add life to years. There was no cure in existence, even if they could put it to sleep, it was 
a weight that crushed me.  
    These were the doctor’s words, probably meant to bring some ray of hope that the sun would rise again, 
but I did not see much else. His words made it final somehow. I was always going to be a host, asleep or 
not, the virus was going to be in my blood, a part of me always. Each beat of my heart was going to be 
biologically hazardous. I pulsated with toxicity. 
    I left the ones I loved, removing myself from their proximity thinking the distance would protect them. I 
thought only of them, their health was in danger. Although the infection was sealed in my veins, the thought 
of bleeding with them within my radius was frightening. 
   The separation was painful, still aches, but necessary to me. I was always a loner; the solitude did not 
become at all unmanageable. After all, what could they do? The virus was swimming in my bloodstream, 
living in my skin; this was my battle, mine and mine alone. What could they do anyways, why would they 
care now when in my past, as I sift through memories have seen that my struggles were brushed off, 
unimportant. I concluded that this was mine to endure, slamming the door shut, and setting fire to the 
bridge. It went unnoticed, proving my assumptions correct. 
    The mood I was in was bothering me. I was annoyed that I even thought it. It began shortly after 
awakening from my slumber. I went to wash my face and saw myself in the mirror again for the first time in 
awhile, and the words that I applied to what I saw were of a nature fashioned to degrade the person they 
were directed at. 
    After the shock and denial wore off, months of being in a stupor had me oblivious. It was not until recently 
I had awoken into reality. I had accepted the fact that I was a cesspool of danger, I had discovered much 
since then. Much that had both good and bad, but mostly bad. The sun had never risen, and I did not expect 
it. It was now night in my world, a night that seemed to stretch on and on that the day that should 
have came I no longer waited for. The good things being like stars, brilliant points of light that dotted 
my sky. Lit to bring some visibility…  
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Thank you to Immanuel Pentecostal Church for their prayers, encouragement, baking and 
financial support of this ministry.  House of Hesed, along with several other ministries 

supported by Immanuel Pentecostal were treated to a lovely evening hosted by the Impact 
Committee .  The theme for the evening was “Investing in Eternity” highlighting the valuable 
contribution that missionaries make to improving the lives of so many.  The food was great, 

the entertainment, Joel Jolly , was excellent.  The keynote speaker, Peter Paluch , was 
inspiring and very encouraging.  Thanks to Olive Holm, Mel Schwab, Lisa Mueller (who makes amazing 

cookies!), Pastor Scott Bullerwell , and everyone at Immanuel.  
 

Many thanks to the Sargent Avenue “Women in Missions ” group at Sargent Ave MB church for inviting me 
(moe) to share what God is doing here at House of Hesed.  Everyone was so kind and welcoming, and they sent 

me home with a carload of great stuff for the residents.  Thank you to Hilde Schultz, Alvina Block, Katie 
Neufeld , and all the lovely ladies for their kindness and generosity to this ministry. 

 
GOING BEYOND RUN FOR AIDS 

 

Our heartfelt appreciation to Anne Falk and Deyanne Cleave and Grant Memorial Bap tist Church for 
organizing the second annual Run for AIDS “Going Beyond” on September 24th at St. Vital park. The turnout was 

excellent, the weather wasn’t too bad, and everyone had an excellent time.  Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their time, to all the runners and walkers , and the cheerleaders .  We know this is a whole lot of 

work and that you donate many, many hours and a great amount of energy to make this all work out.  All money 
raised goes to support House of Hesed and Beacon of Hope in Africa. 

Dessert Reception 
September 21, 2011 

 
We would like to take this 
opportunity to extend a BIG Thank-
you to all our kind donors for our  
Silent Auction:  
 
Costco, Deb Rogalsky 
(debsdelectables.ca), Giselle’s, 
Heartland Paintball, Hull’s Family 
Bookstore, June & Clive Hickson, The 
Keg,  Linda & Ron Bartlette, Linde 
Feakes, The Manitoba Museum,  The 
Manitoba Theatre Centre, The 
Manitoba Theatre for Young People, 
Naw Kay Handwoven Designs, The 
Old Spaghetti Factory, Prairie Theatre 
Exchange, RCS Insurance, Ruckers, 
Splatters Paintball, Sun Life Financial, 
U-Puttz Mini Golf, The Winnipeg 
Football Club, and The Winnipeg 
Goldeyes. 
 
Thank you to our Keynote speaker 
Herb Buller who did a stellar job! 
Thanks also to our singer for the 
evening, Carla Giesbrecht-Watt, and to 
Andrea K and Zander for the music, 
and to all the volunteers who 
contributed to make the event a very 
successful one. 
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House of Hesed will be having their second Radiothon with CHVN 95.1FM  
between 6am and 6pm. We’d love to hear from you on Thursday, December 1. You 
can call the station to make a donation or challenge your friends, co-workers, 
churches, or family! If you would like to be a sponsor for this event, please contact 
us at 772-4793 for more information on how to do that. 

 World AIDS Day Radiothon  

 3rd Annual House of Hesed Art Auction  

December 1, 2011 

March 2012 

  (look for details in our upcoming Spring Newsletter) 

Two of our long time Board Members are retiring after many years of service 

to House of Hesed and Living Waters Canada 
 

 Harold Jantz has been our Board Chair for the past 15 years. We are grateful to Harold’s 
commitment to this ministry. His wisdom and guidance has been most valuable to our 
sustainability and growth. We wish Harold and his wife Naoma great things for the future.  
 
 Sieg Wall has been the board secretary for the past 8 years. In addition to taking the 
minutes of every board meeting and praying faithfully for our residents and staff, Sieg and his wife 
spent many hours preparing our current home for residency.  They spent countless hours  painting  
cleaning and polishing.  We are grateful for their faithful service and wish them the very best in the 
future. 

Come and join the Hesed Family—LIVE-IN STAFF NEEDED 
 

Live-in Staff assumes responsibility for the management of the house in the absence of regularly 
scheduled staff persons.  The live-in staff person must be available to cover; overnight shifts, weekend 
days, or evenings in the absence of regularly scheduled staff. The live-in staff person may be required to 
assist staff in case of emergency. Room and Board is provided. 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NOTICES 

I was asked to speak to a women’s group on Ruth 1:15-22, and while I was doing some 
research I found the following quote; 
 

“The Storyteller does not let us know where Ruth learned her morality and loyalty, whether 
from the Moabites or the people of the Covenant, but he describes her as an embodiment of 

the Hebrew understanding of God’s loving kindness and faithfulness.  God did not abandon His children, 
even when they were in exile.   
 

The Hebrew word for Ruth’s actions is Hesed, a word  frequently used to describe God.  Hesed is love 
or loyalty that exceeds the requirements of justice .  Ruth exhibited Hesed.  Hesed is costly and it 
cannot be demanded or expected of someone else.  It  must be freely given.  In theological terms, 
Hesed is a type of grace that is hard to explain ra tionally.  Hesed means doing what you believe is 
right even though it permanently alters your life, even if the world calls you crazy.”  (“The Flaming 
Heretic?” October 14, 2008)  
 

 It is often hard for me to put into words what Hesed is, what it looks like, and how we live it out.  Many people 
do not understand why the staff and volunteers here at House of Hesed do what we do.  God has called us to 
love our residents and each other with this kind of love, and to the very best of our abilities that is what we 
are attempting to do everyday. This is not the kind of love we can offer on our own and so we need to be 
filled daily with The Holy Spirit in order that we can pour out this love on others.  It is a privilege and a joy 
to serve Jesus!  
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Christmas Wish List 
- Volunteers to take over Harvest 
BONUS pickup on alternating 
Thursdays (please call the office 
for details) 

- Gift cards for groceries 

- Maintenance Kit for Xerox WORKCENTRE 
C2424 printer 

 

Mailing list  – if you would like to switch to receiving an email copy of 
our newsletter, or if you would like to be removed from our list, please 
contact us at 772-4793 or rebecca@houseofhesed.ca 

    

Christmas Gift Idea: House 
of Hesed Cookbooks! 
 

 We have a number of our 
Spiritual and Sizzlin’ 
Cookbooks left!  ($10 each) 
Contact us to order! 


