
 
 

 
 

Fall 2008 

House of Hesed …building a place of loving-kindness 

Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, 

compassionate, merciful love of our Father God. As recipients of this divine love, we desire to emulate His compassion 

in our attitudes and actions towards others, particularly toward those people living  with HIV/AIDS.  
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Cohen song, “Hallelujah”. That song had been Cohen song, “Hallelujah”. That song had been Cohen song, “Hallelujah”. That song had been Cohen song, “Hallelujah”. That song had been 
going through my head all week. The first going through my head all week. The first going through my head all week. The first going through my head all week. The first 
thing someone (a cothing someone (a cothing someone (a cothing someone (a co----resident) said to me resident) said to me resident) said to me resident) said to me 
when I moved in was “Welcome home.” I was when I moved in was “Welcome home.” I was when I moved in was “Welcome home.” I was when I moved in was “Welcome home.” I was 
going to buy a Nintendo before I left, but going to buy a Nintendo before I left, but going to buy a Nintendo before I left, but going to buy a Nintendo before I left, but 
when I got here, Marleanne (staff) graciously when I got here, Marleanne (staff) graciously when I got here, Marleanne (staff) graciously when I got here, Marleanne (staff) graciously 
gave me one. The clincher was the guitar (Reg gave me one. The clincher was the guitar (Reg gave me one. The clincher was the guitar (Reg gave me one. The clincher was the guitar (Reg 
plays and sings wonderfully). The residents like plays and sings wonderfully). The residents like plays and sings wonderfully). The residents like plays and sings wonderfully). The residents like 
to help each other out.  There’s a peace and to help each other out.  There’s a peace and to help each other out.  There’s a peace and to help each other out.  There’s a peace and 
serenity here. God’s love is here. The staff are serenity here. God’s love is here. The staff are serenity here. God’s love is here. The staff are serenity here. God’s love is here. The staff are 
all cut from the same cloth all cut from the same cloth all cut from the same cloth all cut from the same cloth –––– Moe seems to  Moe seems to  Moe seems to  Moe seems to 
find the right people. I think she listens to God. find the right people. I think she listens to God. find the right people. I think she listens to God. find the right people. I think she listens to God. 
There’s always space to be private or someone There’s always space to be private or someone There’s always space to be private or someone There’s always space to be private or someone 
to talk to when you want to. There’s a lot of to talk to when you want to. There’s a lot of to talk to when you want to. There’s a lot of to talk to when you want to. There’s a lot of 
support for people here. support for people here. support for people here. support for people here.     

CLARENCE’S STORY 

Before I came to House of Hesed, I was very sick. I 

could hardly walk or go out of my apartment to shop 

or anywhere else. One day I decided to go 

to 9 Circles and stood around talking to 

the receptionist. A nurse who was a 

friend of mine, saw me at about 5 p.m. 

and said, “Clarence! I haven’t seen you in 

a long time! Where have you been?” I 

told her that I had a hard time walking 

and couldn’t leave my apartment. She 

decided to give me a ride home, and then 

stayed to clean up my apartment. I told her that my 

lease was up in a couple of months and that I had no 

where else to live. She knew that House of Hesed 

would be a good place for me but when she called, 

there were no rooms available. I lived at the Gordon 

down town for a few weeks until I could move into 

Hesed. During that time I got very sick and had to go 

to the hospital. When I was there, many people came 

to pray for me. From the hospital I went to House of 

Hesed. At House of Hesed there was everything I 

needed. There were lots of people around. I liked the 

prayers. I had faith that I would be strong one day. 

Every day I tried my best to get strong. At first I was 

in a wheelchair, but the doctors told me the more I 

walked the better I would get. I started using the 

walker around the house and then I started to go for 

walks outside with the walker. Now I don’t use the 

walker at all. Today I am able to walk, go out and do 

everything on my own.  
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Anyone who has enjoyed a meal with us at Hesed, just dropped by for a visit or 
attended a House of  Hesed fundraiser will remember Jonathan.   

Jonathan always greeted our guests with a smile and warmth.  It was Jon who 
ensured the meal was delicious and the table set to perfection.  Jon made every 
visitor feel comfortable and welcomed.  His eloquence, quick wit and genuine 
interest in a variety of  subjects made for the most enjoyable conversations.   

Jonathan stepped up to help the staff  in anyway that he could.  From running 
errands to helping care for a resident who was ill, he could always be counted 

on. 

When Jon was “home” there was usually music playing, someone singing and 
something cooking on the stove. He was relentless with his humor and we were 
often reduced to tears of  laughter as he shared a joke or told a story as he acted 

out each character. 

Jonathan was a “caregiver” in every sense of  the word.  He just naturally stepped 
in to help make someone’s life a little brighter.  He despised injustice and was 

fearless when it came to fighting the good fight.   

A few weeks before Jon died when he was too ill to even take care of  himself  he 
would bring fresh flowers to us almost everyday.  He still looked for opportunities 

to help us in anyway he could.  In truth just having 
Jonathan here with us was such a blessing, we just 

loved him so much. 

I could fill pages and pages of  memories of  our 
journey with Jonathan and it would not do justice to 

the man that he was. 

Jonathan was a trusted, cherished, deeply loved 
friend and we will miss him everyday.  The world is 

not nearly as beautiful without him in it. 

Jonathan 

July 12, 2008 



 

 

 

 

House of Hesed–Fall 2008 3 

 

Shop at The Shop at The Shop at The Shop at The 

Bay and give Bay and give Bay and give Bay and give 

to Hesed at the to Hesed at the to Hesed at the to Hesed at the 

same time….same time….same time….same time….    

 

Saturday, November 1 is “The Giving Day” at 

all Canadian Bay stores. Buy your ticket for $5 

and receive 15% off almost all items in the 

store when you shop on that day. Hesed gets 

to keep 100% of each ticket sold. You can get 

your tickets from a Hesed staff member or call 

772-4793 

You can now direct 

your donation to 

House of Hesed  

through your 

employee deductions for the UNITED 

WAY, and ALL CHARITIES CAMPAIGN (which 

directs Manitoba Government employee 

deductions)!  All you need is our 

charity number:  

83209 8214 RR0001 

Super Easy...Super Appreciated! 

Thursday, November 6, 2008 

Fort Garry Place – Grand Ballroom 

83 Garry Street,  5th Floor 

Doors open at 6:30pm,  Starts at 7:00pm 

Keynote Speaker:  

Dr. Ida-Lynn Gregan, M.D., C.C.F.P. 

Of Nine Circles Community Health Centre 

Tickets:  $15.00 

RSVP by October 31, 2008 

Ph: (204) 415-1459 

Come hear the stories of the past 

Build the stories of the future 

You are invited to join us as we celebrate 

10 years 

Dessert Night Fundraiser 



 

...to the humdinger cast & crew of Virgil’s Wedding who served up heaps o’ 
laughs, good grub and a big wad o’ dough to the folk at House of Hesed. MUCH 

obliged to ya! Lookin’ forward to the reunion! 

...to the Lisa Obirek and Landmark Cinnamon Bun Team for donating proceeds 
from their Bake Sale to House of Hesed. Thanks for your sweet kindness! 

...to Café Dario and Jim Walker for hosting an elegant evening of lavish and lovingly prepared cuisine to 
benefit the residents of House of Hesed. Your generosity touched us all. Thanks to all who attended. 

...to the oh-so-cute Vance and Heather-Dawn who dropped off DQ Blizzards one hot 

summer day for all the staff and residents. You melt our hearts! 

...to Jenny Plett for turning 40! (AND having a party AND having great friends who took up a collection 

for House of Hesed in lieu of presents!)  

...to the venues, Gio’s and Club 200, who put on shows in memory of our beloved Jon. Thank 

you for honouring Jon and House of Hesed and for generously donating some of the proceeds to us.  

...to Father God for sending the anonymous donor who paid off a significant debt.  

...to Printers Xclusive for their donation of a much needed photocopier and printer. Your 

service has been invaluable to us! 

...to the ridiculously good-looking John Mohan of Siloam Mission who humbly made himself available for 

an evening of good advice (in our direction) and consultation. Your on-going support is much appreciated! 

...to Jon, Tracie and Melissa of Salvation Army who cheerfully served and supported 
us through some difficult winter months. You are an inspiration! 

...last, but NEVER least, thank you to our faithful and committed volunteers who truly make the 

lives of our residents and staff a pleasure. Thank you for your love! XxOoXOxo!!!!! 
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House of  Hesed P.O. Box 1493 Winnipeg, MB   R3C 2Z4   204-772-4793 
Info@HouseofHesed.ca  www.HouseofHesed.ca 

House of  Hesed (Manitoba) Inc. Charity Registration #83209 8214 RR0001  

FREE 

Beaumark 

Dryer 

 

To place your order, call 

772-4793! 

1390 Erin Street 

Winnipeg 

783-2813 

“Fabulous!” 

“Five-Star!” 

***** 

HP Colour 

Laser Jet 

4500 Printer 

Maytag 

Performa 

Washer  

Image 

Consultation with 

Fashion Guru 

Extraordinaire, 

Dana   

FREE FREE YOU CAN’T 

AFFORD ME. 

House of hesed House of hesed House of hesed House of hesed 

cataloguecataloguecataloguecatalogue    


