
 

Dear Friends of House of Hesed, 

  Well,  I know I’m not alone in saying that learning to live and navigate during these strange days of 
Covid-19 has brought many challenges and changes in our everyday lives.  We are all having to make 
adjustments and there have been a great many disappointments, closing Schools, cancelling 
Weddings, Socials, Graduations, Family gatherings and out of province vacations to name a few.  
With Schools closing many parents have had to learn how to be teachers, students had to adapt to 
online education.  

We all had to be creative in the ways that we connected with each other, Skype, Zoom, Face Time, 
and Worshipping with our Church families online.  

Phone calls instead of texting and emails became more important as we longed to hear the voices of 
our loved ones during the “lockdown” and self -isolation.  Line ups outside the grocery stores, 
following arrows, uggh I do not do this well, I’m too much of a Unicorn to follow the arrows and 
always seem to get confused and forget what I am shopping for. And MASKS and hand sanitizers 
everywhere!  

 And of course, we had to make the difficult decision to cancel our House of Hesed Dinner Theatre 
production, ouch that hurts but it was the right thing to do.  

No getting around it, these have been difficult times and a serious cost to the physical, mental and 
emotional wellbeing of so many of us.  

However, we here at House of Hesed have been Blessed beyond words.  We have witnessed daily 
miracles in the area of our finances especially.  With the lost income from our Dinner Theatre, (in 
2019  year we received $62,858.57) and the fact that we could not host any fundraising events we 
were preparing ourselves to face a serious financial crisis.   We are totally blown away by the 
faithfulness of our donors and supporters who continue to gift us in countless ways.   

Thank you to everyone who send cards of encouragement , who phone or email to let us know that 
you are thinking of us and praying.  

Because of your generosity we have been able to retain our 24/7 staffing and pay all of our monthly 
expenses as well as the unexpected costs of repairs. We live month to month, but know He is faithful.  

Thanks to your loving support our residents are Blessed to live in a safe, secure, loving home where 
they can shut out the fears of the world and be in peace. 

Thank you for loving us so well. 

I pray that you find rest in the knowledge that He has a plan to prosper you and not to harm you, a 
hope for your future.  I pray you are secure in His Love. 

We are feeling the love and we LOVE you right back!  

 

Fall 2020 
House of  Hesed 

…a place of loving-kindness 

Hesed is a Hebrew word used in the Old Testament to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, 

unrestrained, compassionate, merciful love of our Father God.  As recipients of this divine love, we desire to 

emulate His compassion in our attitudes and actions towards others, particularly toward those people living 

with HIV/AIDS.  
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On August 15 our  Beloved Friend and Volunteer Gil  Unger entered into eternal life 

Gil was a  volunteer with us for 10 years.  Everyone always looked forward to evenings with “The 

Landmark Crew “ Gil, Diesel, Jenny and Kim.  Gil was real, he was compassionate and honust.   

To quote one of our Residents, “Gil was our Family”  

We all miss him so much but we look forward to sharing a Fried Chicken supper with him again.    

I can only imagine the  Welcome Home banquet that greeted him when he arrived in Heaven.   

That must have been quite the party!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, good and faithful servant.  

Richard Badilotti April 16th, 2020 

Richard was our very first Volunteer back in 1998. He became our Live-in Staff person in 2004 and 

remained with us until  he officially retired in 2011.  Richard was without a doubt the Patriarch of 

our Family, Dad, brother, friend, confidante, comic relief and most faithful prayer warrior and 

intercessor.   Underneath the somewhat tough exterior, Richard was all heart and compassion.  He 

was never in a hurry or too busy to pray with us, give a word of comfort or guidance.  Richard was a 

safe person to be with, you could be yourself with him and know that he was not judging you. He 

was greatly loved and respected by Residents, Staff and other Volunteers alike.  

His motto was “why worry, I know God is looking after everything”.  That is how he lived his life, 

being a steadfast servant of His Most High God.  I could write a book about the attributes of this 

man and it is difficult to sum up in so few words what he meant to me personally and to this 

ministry.  I trusted him completely and miss him every day.   

I have no doubt he is enjoying eternal life in Heaven!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done, good and faithful servant.  
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We gratefully acknowledge the generosity of the following Supporters: 

-The Buller Foundation  Inc     -Elim Chapel 

-Winnipeg Foundation      -New Life Sanctuary  

-Second Harvest Food Rescue     -Plett Trucking 

-Grant Memorial Baptist Church     -Gordon King Memorial 

-Church of The Rock      -Winnipeg Christian Centre 

-My Church Winnipeg       -Winnipeg Harvest  

-All who donated through the House of Hesed Dinner Theatre cancelled production ( $22,833.18!!!!)  

-The United Way “covid 19 Employment and Social Development Canada 

-Levi from Grant Memorial for the thrice weekly delivering of home cooked meals!!  

-Elaine S. for all the beautiful fresh veggies, soups and desserts 

 

 

 

 

A WORD FROM OUR FUNDRAISER, HORTENSE 

 

Since we opened our doors in 1998, House of Hesed has survived on a month-to-month basis with no core-

funding coming from any level of government. The income we receive for each resident through EIA room 

and board barely covers 20% of our operating expenses. At least 80% of our income is through Fundraising 

events, Churches and individual donors. 

However, the COVID-19 pandemic that led to massive job loss and economic disruption this year 2020 has 

caused most  non-profits organizations like ours to cancel their fundraising events. It is unfortunate that due to 

the Covid-19 outbreak The Dinner Theatre is the House of Hesed's largest fundraiser (Spring 2020) and the 

Social fundraiser (Fall 2020) was cancelled due to measures put in place to try to limit the spread of the virus. 

For an organization that relies on community support, donations, and fundraisers in order to operate, not 

having these events this year had had a major impact on our operations. We went to work to find others 

donors: The Winnipeg Foundation, Food Rescue through Second Harvest, Employment and Social 

Development through United Way. These organizations all donate to the one time Emergency Operating 

Funding to help cover the gap due to COVID-19, as we did what we can to cut some of our cost.  

With the COVID-19 pandemic still lingering and numbers rising we all face an uncertain future.  With no real 

solution yet, we still need your support in order to get us through the coming year.  In the meantime we 

continue to brainstorm to find new ways to raise the money we need to continue operate this ministry. 

Thank you for your continual support. 

Sincerely, 

Hortense Rabet 

Fundraiser and Grant Writer 
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Please note our new mailing address: 
 

45 Edmonton St. 
Winnipeg, MB 

R3C  1P8 

 

 

 

 

 

We Love hearing from you.  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS  

Please Pray: 

-that Residents, Volunteers and Staff remain mentally, physically, emotionally and 

spiritually healthy. 

-that our identity, confidence and security in Jesus grows stronger everyday 

-that we continue to have the finances to cover all expenses 

-for a hedge of protection around our home and property (we have experienced quite a bit 

of vandalism in the past few months which has cost us quite a few dollars in repairs)  

Thank you in advance for partnering with us.  Your intercession is more precious than 

Gold.   We love you 

WISH LIST 

-Printer paper (white)    -pillows 

- Coffee and Tea bags    -single and double sheet sets 

-Coffee Whitener     -Comforters (double) 

-Toilet paper, paper towels, serviettes, Kleenex 

-canned tuna, salmon, ham, chicken 

-Peanut Butter, Jam, Honey 

-a dehumidifier for our pantry area 


