House of Hesed
Fall 2007
loving--kindness
…building a place of loving
H esed is a H ebrew w ord used in the O ld Testam ent to describe the eternally loyal, lavish, extravagant, unrestrained, com passionate, m erciful love of our Father G od. A s recipients of this
divine love, w e desire to em ulate H is com passion in our attitudes and actions tow ards others,
particularly tow ard those people living w ith H IV /A ID S.
The lovely Mariette Ternowski, a community palliative care nurse, has been a volunteer at House of
Hesed for about a year. She also volunteers with the St. Ignatius Volunteer Program and is a member
of a Christian Life Community. She has learned that “the quality of listening to people’s stories” plays
an essential role in both her vocation and in her volunteering. In the following article, Mariette speaks
from the heart about the need to listen, to be heard, and to accept God’s love.

“You
You are M y beloved,”

“I love you,” “You are precious to Me,” “Trust Me.” So often lately, I hear

Jesus say these words to me. Do I need constant affirmations? Yes, I definitely do. And I don’t believe that I’m the only
one needing to be reminded that I am incredibly loved just for being who I am.
You see, the smiling face that you see is not always what the heart is really feeling. Sometimes, the heart is crying
for someone to listen and to hear the story. Does it take long to stop, to listen?
I know that I’m not alone in feeling this way. I hear the cry of the adults in my journey as a community palliative
care nurse. Oh, adults don’t cry with tears. They cry with fear and inner tears of loneliness, too afraid to say the truth
about their feelings. “Will anyone understand what I really feel inside?” “Will they think I’m silly for feeling this way?”
We hide our feelings and pretend that they’re not there. Then, one day, we find that there is someone who is
willing to listen, that someone is willing to spend a few moments with us, to care to hear our story. Then we see with
new eyes that life is beautiful. And, lo, we find out that He is there and always has been there. Quietly, He comes and
He whispers, “I love you.” And in that moment of realization, grace comes in and life changes. Joy and the beauty of
Love fill the soul. The sky looks bluer, the trees look greener than they did before. We are ready for “whatever.” We are
not alone.
Yes, I, too, have struggled with ability to listen to His whispers of love and to His directions for my life. I have
wondered, “What is my path?” “What if I had chosen a different path?” “How would life have turned out then?” I don’t
know and I discover that it doesn’t matter. Finally, now as I advance in age and in wisdom, I say, “Yes, Lord, I
surrender, and I let myself be loved by You, my Creator. Whatever path I took, you were with me, always
lifting me up when I fell and placing me in the right direction. Just like the Israelites whom
God carried through the desert “as a man carries his child, all along the road [they]
traveled…” (Dt.1:31), so were you there with me along my path.
Can I not trust such an abundant, lavish, compassionate Love?
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Thanksgiving
Not just a day once a year. Thanksgiving is something we should celebrate
everyday. Thanksgiving for family and friends, for good health, for provision, the beauty of nature,
and thanksgiving most of all for the compassionate, merciful, tender love of our Abba, Father (Hesed).
We who live in this land of plenty take so much for granted. Electricity at the flick of a switch.
Clean, hot and cold water at the turn of the tap. Heating or cooling our homes for optimum comfort.
Access to quality health care (yes, I know some may argue with the use of the word “quality,” but,
really, compared to a lot of other countries, we’ve got it quite good with our health care system). All
of these would be considered miracles for most of the Third World countries we share this planet with.
Man, oh man, we do it have it pretty cushy here in Canada.
We can become so complacent and take so much for granted. It seems we are never satisfied
and always wanting more. Really, when you stop to think about it, most of us have more than we
could ever need. I know this sounds cliché, but all you need is love. If you love well and are loved,
everything else is just icing.
Here at Hesed, we are loved exceedingly well. We are so aware of the love of Christ in
countless ways on a daily basis. He shows us His love through cards and letters from you expressing
words of encouragement and love and through your prayers and donations.
I will, however, mention a few individuals who helped us out in some very unique ways over
the past few months:

Cindy and Dean Skidmore

celebrated their silver wedding anniversary by hosting a social and
silent auction with all proceeds coming to House of Hesed.

The lady who rang our door bell with a delivery of home-made borscht, fresh bread and pie.
Jim Walker and the staff at Café
Caf Dario

organized a scrumptious $100-a-plate dinner and auction

to benefit House of Hesed.

Linda and Ron Bartlette ordered goodies from Mom’s Pantry on our behalf.
Dale Irwin and Westwood Presbyterian Church planted lovely flowers on our porch and yard
Sue Sorensen and Canadian Mennonite University

organized a read-a-thon with all proceeds

donated to House of Hesed.

Gerda Coull and Messiah Lutheran Church held a garage sale on our behalf.
Landmark Prayer Group

takes time to come to the House and pray for us on a regular basis and

brings delicious goodies.

Harold Jantz and Stan Tataryn are fixing the woodwork on our porch.
Our “Golden Girls”, June Hickson and Theresa Procyshyn cooked and served us a delicious meal.
There are so many people to thank that were I to name each one individually it would cover
every page of this newsletter. Please know that we love and appreciate each one of you very much.
You are partnering with us in this ministry even if you never set foot in the House. We can’t do this
without your love and support.
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Earlier this summer, New Direction for Life Ministries of Winnipeg celebrated its 14th year as a
ministry to sexual strugglers and we marked the 9th year that the House of Hesed had carried on its
loving ministry to people dealing with the effects of HIV/AIDS. For this entire time we have had an
affiliation with a second ministry, New Direction for Life Ministries of Canada, with its office in Toronto.
We used the New Direction name, shared a charitable number and provided resources to one another.
In all practical ways, however, we ran our own program. That is, until two years ago. At that
time New Direction and the House of Hesed here in Winnipeg entered into a new national structure that
placed our ministries under a national board and director.
While there was a good deal to argue for the new structure, we came to feel that it wasn’t
working for us. As a consequence, we made a request to the national board either to allow us to
function within New Direction under local board direction or simply to release us. The decision was made
to release us.
This will have several implications. The first is that we will need to incorporate locally under
names (the House of Hesed name won’t change) chosen here. Secondly, we will need to gain our own
charitable status. This may take a bit of time, but we are confident we will soon get it. Thirdly, we are
embarked on a plan to form another linkage that will allow us to work under local board direction while
enjoying the benefits of a close relationship with others in similar kinds of ministry. We clearly want to
draw on the experience and insights of others in Canada and the U.S. who work in ministries similar to
ours. However, a formal tie is in the works with another Canadian ministry.
This will take some time, but we encourage you to continue to give strong support to what Tye
Gamey at the New Direction office and Moe Feakes at the House of Hesed are doing. These people are
leading wonderful and very important ministries in our community. God is using them. Keep praying for
them and giving to them–and keep watching for announcements about future directions.
On behalf of the board,
Harold Jantz, Chair

Moe Feakes
Harold Jantz

Tye Gamey
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Doug was a no-nonsense, what-you-see-is-what-you-get kinda guy. He was a little
mysterious and possessed a quiet kind of wisdom which made you want to know what he
was thinking. He was fiercely independent, but was also fiercely loyal. Underneath his
sometimes tuff exterior he was a softy. You could hear it in his voice and see it in his eyes
when he spoke of his daughter, wife, family and community. Doug was a caregiver. He
gave to and took care of so many people. At the House, Moe dubbed him “Papa Bear”
because he was always trying to look after us, even with his physical weakness and
Doug
limitations. Doug’s sense of dignity and independence wouldn’t allow us to do much
October 12, 2007
except pray for him, and I believe Jesus and Doug were friends. We all cherish the times
we had with Doug, the stories and conversations. We will miss his wonderful smile.
Thank you, God, for letting us love Doug.

House of Hesed is turning 10!
We are planning to party in a BIG way at the Spring 2008 fundraiser!
We are looking for 8-10 willing volunteers to help plan and organize the
biggest celebration House of Hesed has ever seen. If you want to be
part of a committee that meets monthly (more frequently as the date
approaches), or if you just want to help in any way, please call Lisa
Melnick at 772-4793 for more info.
HEY! THIS COULD BE YOU!
So often we’ve said how great it would be to have
someone physically here praying for House of Hesed
and worshipping God. So….if you’re like Nacho Libre
(watch the movie) and you’re looking for
another “churchy opportoonitee”, why not consider

“Delightful!”

“Delicious!”
Highly recommended by
Hesed Food Critics

1390 Erin

783-2813

bringing your guitar, your voice, your heart and your
“stretchy pants” to the very comfortable, peaceful
basement at Hesed and spend some time in God’s
presence. We’d appreciate your prayers.
Call 772-4793 if you feel a tug on your heart.

VOLUNTEER SEAMSTRESSES WANTED!! If you have the know-how and talent to make
slip-covers from measuring to fitting, have we got couches for you! Cost of the
fabric provided by House of Hesed. Call 772-4793 for details.

House of Hesed P.O. Box 1493 WPG. MB R3C 2Z4 204-772-4793
Info@HouseofHesed.ca
www.HouseofHesed.ca
The publishing of this newsletter was made possible by our good friends at Kone.

