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20th Anniversary Newsletter 2018 
I can’t believe it has been 20 years since we opened our doors and welcomed our very first resident, the beloved 

Michelle. 

For the first several years of our ministry many of the men and women who called Hesed home were considered 

palliative and chose to  spend  their last weeks or days on earth with us rather than the hospital. 

I and many of our staff have had the privilege of caring for men and women on their journey to eternal life. They 

were not shut away in a room and separated but in as much as possible were included in our daily life.  We would 

pray with them, sing over them and laugh with them; we held them wrapped in love until they took their last breath.  

God was so faithful to our little ragamuffin staff team, you know who you are, “Maresa, Cam, Drew and Jason”, we  

all felt woefully inadequate to be a part of this.  But He gave us wisdom, discernment and courage; He was always  

gentle with us as He led us through these unchartered waters of caring for someone at the end of their life. 

He also cared for us, the staff and volunteers as we grieved and mourned the loss of so many.  During our first year 

here at our new home, we lost three of our beloved residents in one month.  It was sometimes hard to breath and 

continue working as we were going through such loss, but God always wrapped Himself around us, filled us up and 

gave us all that we needed to carry on.  He is an AWESOME caregiver!  We have and continue to witness many mirac-

ulous healings, healings that  are unexplainable from the medical profession.  We gained quite a reputation as the 

place of healing. 

Back in 1996 when He first gave me the vision to start a house, I felt God told me that all He required of us was that 

we love the people He sent to us.  That has never changed; we sometimes fall in love with a potential resident, sight  

unseen, as we are hearing about the referral over the phone. 

Thanks to all the new antiretroviral medications most people living with HIV/AIDS are enjoying a much improved 

quality of life and are living much longer.  We are serving men and women from every walk of life.  And although it  

is true that a diagnosis of HIV/AIDS is life altering, it is no longer the death sentence it once was. We still get to wit-

ness miraculous healing, emotionally, physically, mentally & spiritually. 

Our first staff team, Moe, Jason and Maresa   Drew and Cam        Original members of House of Hesed Task Force 1997. 

            Front Row; Jan, Eleanor, Rodney, Herb  

            Back Row; Tye, Dayle, Moe, Paul and Gerry. 
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 The following is an excerpt from one of our first Newsletters, dated November 1999; 

(unfortunately we lost a great deal of our records from 1998, due to a total computer meltdown). 

“Things are going really well, never a dull moment.  God is not letting any destructive, unhealthy behaviour remain 

hidden for very long.  This is very cool because The Lord is so obviously in control and lovingly interested in every  

person and situation.  Each person brings a whole different dynamic to our home.  We are constantly learning and 

everyday brings new challenges.  As staff and volunteers, we are always seeking to balance mercy, love and  

compassion, justice and discipline.  We are a very large family and I don’t think I have to explain the complexities of 

what that entails.” Moe, 1999 

I recently found the following notes written by me from 1997.  This was right at the very beginning of this ministry 

before we even had a house.  These notes were tucked away in an old note book.  I was not purposely looking for 

anything like this, but there they were.  I had totally forgotten about them.  

   “We are to be steadfast in our obedience to Him.  Even if our  

  vision gets a little blurred He will help us refocus on Him”  

  “He will lead the way and we are willing to follow Him”  

  “If Christ is not in this I don’t want to be either”  

  “With or without a building, I know my ministry is to men and  

  women living with HIV/AIDS and I will continue to serve them”  

  “We must be willing to patiently wait to hear from God, and not  

  give in to pressure to move ahead too quickly”  

  “We must look to God for direction, not our hearts or emotions”  

  “He will never leave us or forsake us.  He who began a good work  

  in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus”,  

  Philippians 1:6 

  “Our faithfulness to God and His faithfulness to us is our standing  

  on His promises, this is our testimony”  

The interesting truth about all of the above is that this is as true today as it was back in 1997 and 1998.   

Through the years these have remained constant.  We are serving Jesus and we love and highly value every person 

He sends to call Hesed “home”. 

Again, the following scriptures are what have carried me from the inception of this ministry and they hold true to  

this day.   

SCRIPTURES;  

 Proverbs 3:5-6, There would  (are) be a lot of things that confused, frustrated,  
 disappointed me in ministry and in my own life, this scripture is a reminder that I can 
 always Trust HIM 
 2 Corinthians 2:15-17, We are to be the Fragrance of Christ 

 2 Corinthians 3:3-4 We are letters from Christ, written on our Hearts  

 Nehemiah 4:15–18, (this was one of the first scriptures given to us during renovations  

 in our first year).  This was a caution and a reminder to me that we would always 

 need prayer protection as we were serving. We would need our prayer warriors to  

 intercede on our behalf.           
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Over these past 20 years there are so many people who have contributed mightily to this ministry.  It is not 

possible for me to thank everyone whose fingerprints will forever remain a part of House of Hesed.  I have tried 

to include as many as possible in the photo collage’ insert, but know that I have missed some.  

Please know that I have not forgotten your considerable contribution to making this vision a reality.  Some of 

you mentored and advised me through the process, gave me an ear and a shoulder to cry on.  Some of you 

cheered us on when times got a little challenging.  Some helped with renovations in both homes. 

No matter the contribution it was and is invaluable to those who call Hesed home.  And always there are your 

prayers, which are foundational to everything we do.  

Thanks to our Volunteers 
There have been numerous volunteers over the years, but the following 
have been with us for most of the life of this ministry; June and Clive 
Hickson, Pieter TenBruggencate, Dave Froese, Jenny Plett, Gil Unger, 
Diesel Wiebe, our “Landmark crew”.  

Thanks as well to our latest additions, Mel, Diane, Beth, Dwaine,  
Deanna and John & Linde.  

Our current Board of Directors; 

Gord McNabb, Phil Kernaghan and John Gray. 

Gord and Phil have been on our Board from the beginning, 
John joined us in 2013. 

Our current Staff Team 
We are so Blessed and so grateful for each person who chooses to serve with us  

here at Hesed, shoulder to shoulder, heart to heart, soul to soul. 
   Moe  Courtney Julia  Mary  Sara 
   DaraLee Colleen Wendy Neil   Marilyn 
   Gloria  Val  Marc  Magalie Amy 

Our first home at 260 Langside 1998 – 2004. 

Purchase and renovations made possible through a 

generous donation from our beloved friends, Herb and 

Erna Bullard.   

Renovations by Prairie Interiors.  We loved this house 

but outgrew within the year and were bursting at the 

seams.  

Our  Beautiful , historic 11 bedroom home,  2004- 

The funding was a miracle through the housing and homelessness agreement 

from the 3 levels of government.  I am still amazed that we live here.   

God gave us a mansion to call home.  Thanks to Harold Jantz and Maresa  

Davidson for persevering through the grant application process!   

House of Hesed Christmas 2018 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS 

24 May the Lord bless you 

and protect you. 
25 May the Lord smile on you 

and be gracious to you. 
26 May the Lord show you his favor 

and give you his peace. 

Numbers 6:24-26 

PRAYER REQUEST AND NEEDS 

- Please continue to pray for deeper intimacy with Jesus and fresh revelations of who we are in HIM. 

- Wisdom, discernment, peace, courage 

- Optimum health for residents, staff and volunteers 

- Protection, increase Holy Spirit awareness 

* We need; monthly donours, a French Teacher, a gardener and a fax machine and 2 shredders 

House of Hesed, P.O. Box 2102, Winnipeg, MB   R3C 3R4   204-772-4793 

houseofhesedinfo@gmail.com  www.houseofhesed.ca 

 


