
Fall 2022 

 

News for friends of On Eagle’s Wings Ecumenical Ministries 

W e’re back! This summer, 17 volunteer teachers 
and local helpers joined in sharing God’s love 

with children and adults in Aklavik, Ft. McPherson, 
Inuvik, Paulatuk, and Tuktoyaktuk this summer. We also 
sent 338 Bible Camp in a Bag backpacks to 13 more 
communities. 

“One little girl was so happy, she was jumping up and 
down.”  

Photos clockwise from top left: Bible memory verse game in Inuvik; Bible story drama in Ft. McPher-
son; bopping quail game in Tuk; with Flat Jesus in Paulatuk; exploring the Bible in Ft. McPherson. 
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Lesley’s Stories … Gift of Being Yourself 

Y ou are the gift! Is a nugget of wisdom I remember from a northern leader 
many years ago. This year, as we returned to the North in-person, I have 

been reminded that each person brings unique God-given gifts to ministry—
often gifts that we underestimate!  

Amy is an amazing knitter. She arrived in the North 
with several small projects on the go. For her quiet 
time, Amy would go sit on a rock in the sun and knit. 
She did not remain alone for very long! A shared love 
for knitting soon brought local people to sit with her—
sometimes to admire her work and share knitting 
stories. Other times, to share deeper stories and 
concerns or to pray, or even just to admire God’s 
creation together. Amy’s pastime became a powerful 
means of connecting with the community.  

Laura’s rock painting 
provided a way to create 
a safe space and be present with grieving youths 
and elders during an open house after two 
suicides devasted their community.  

It is a long way from the Arctic to Africa, but 
Maureen’s many years of experience of ministry 
in Kenya and understanding of African culture 
helped us encourage and build a strong 
relationship with African priests serving in the 
unfamiliar culture and climate of the Arctic.  

Bible Camp volunteers are also enriched by their 
experience. Learning new skills such cutting 
caribou meat with an ulu, a traditional Arctic 
knife, was a unforgettable experience that drew 
us together with lots of laughter.  

Thanks be to God that we are 
all parts of Christ’s body, each 
with our own gift and purpose, 
and that he calls us to be the 
gift through loving service. 

Knitting by the Mackenzie 
River in Aklavik. 

Bible Camp crafts give Fr. 
Fred a chance to talk with a 
child about Jesus. 

Rock painting in Tuk. 

Rev. Lesley Hand, Executive Director 
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Robin’s Reflections … Tell You a Secret 

E very year we have volunteers who give of their time, talents and finances 
to lead Bible Camps in the North. Our teams make a huge impact in the 

lives of the children, and in the wider communities they serve. Want to know 
their secret? 
 

Our most successful teams have a number of things in common. 
 

1. Teams that “hit it out of the park” are 
generally from the same congregation. 
They already know each other, and may 
have volunteered together in the past. 

2. They plan together, study the 
curriculum as a group and choose team 
member roles based on their strengths 
and gifts. Someone takes care of music, 
another crafts, while everyone joins in 
with puppets! They play to their strengths, 
but maintain a team attitude by “pitching in” wherever needed. 

3. Strong teams have strong 
congregational support. Their local 
congregation rallies around them, 
obtaining craft supplies, puppet-making, 
and offering financial resources. 

4. Prayer plays a major part of a team’s 
success. They pray as they engage in 
planning and preparation. Congregations 
also surround the teams in prayer. They 
receive a public blessing the Sunday 

before they leave. Some congregations set up prayer calendars - ensuring 
that the team, and community they are serving, are prayed for every day. 

5. They stay connected. They’ll send prayer requests, photos, and maybe 
even do a live telephone or video link from an isolated community during 
a Sunday service! 

 

Would you love to be part of a strong team, serving in 
Northern Canada next year? It’s time to begin the 
conversations – within your congregation, and with On 
Eagle’s Wings. We look forward to having your congregation 
serve with us in 2023! 

Bible Camp team from Holy 
Trinity, Edson in Tuktoyaktuk.  

St. Luke’s, Edmonton volunteers 
prepared craft kits for their Bible 
Camp team for Ft. Liard (2018). 

Robin Abrol, Director of Ministry.  
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I n addition to our in-person Bible Camps, we also produced an all new 2022 
Bible Camp in a Bag.  

These kits were designed for 
children and families to use in 
their own homes, and 
included everything needed 
to run an “in-house” Bible 
Camp!  

Over several busy weeks, staff 
and volunteers came together 
to facilitate the production of 
these kits. Thousands of pieces of yarn and ribbon were cut. Hundreds of 
scissor and glue packs assembled. Daily craft packs were matched with Bible 

Story booklets to create a 5-day Christian Education experience that could be 
mailed to 13 Northern communities. They were a major success!  

One community leader put it this way, “The backpacks were spoken for right 
away. They were all gone within an hour. They loved them! Thank you so 
much for this gift. Thank you to everyone who contributed.” -Rosie, Ft. Liard  

We echo Rosie’s thanks to all our donors, friends, and volunteers who make it 
possible for the children in the North to learn just how much God loves them! 

Bible Camp in a Bag 2022 


