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9th Sunday after Pentecost 
For Worship in the Home 
Sunday, August 7, 2022 
 
Welcome to Worship: While we continue to hold in-person 
worship services twice a month, not everyone is able to 
attend for various reasons. So, we offer today’s service as an 
aid for use in your home so you can continue to hear the 
word of God and uphold each other in your thoughts and 
prayers, until you are able to return to in-person worship in 
our building. 

  

Introduction to the day: Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” It is God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the 
“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trusts the 
promises of God. Have no fear. 

 

GATHERING 
Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle and place a bowl 
of water in remembrance of your baptism. Begin by sharing the peace if you are worshiping 
with another person. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Then sing or read the words to the gathering hymn. 
 
GATHERING SONG Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun (ELW 557) 
 

1 Awake, my soul, and with the sun 
thy daily stage of duty run; 
shake off dull sloth, and joyful rise 
to pay thy morning sacrifice. 
 

2 All praise to thee, who safe hast kept 
and hast refreshed me while I slept. 
Grant, Lord, when I from death shall wake, 
I may of endless light partake. 
 

3 Lord, I my vows to thee renew. 
Disperse my sins as morning dew; 
guard my first springs of thought and will; 
and with thyself my spirit fill. 
 

4 Direct, control, suggest, this day, 
all I design or do or say, 
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that all my pow'rs, with all their might, 
in thy sole glory may unite. 
 

5 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise God, all creatures here below; 
praise God above, ye heav'nly host; 
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
 

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637–1711, alt. 
Music: François H. Barthélémon, 1741–1808 
Public Domain 
 
GREETING  
One person may lead this acclamation and then pray the Prayer of the Day. 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your church. Open our hearts 
to the riches of your grace, that we may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Then read the following readings. 
 
READINGS:  
 
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6 
God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and 
that his descendants will number as many as the stars. Abram trusts God’s 
promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous. 
 
 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, 
what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of 
Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 
house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your 
heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to 
him as righteousness. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 33:12-22 
The psalm for the day is read full verse by full verse. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you. (Ps. 33:22) 
 
 12Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD! 
  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage! 
 13The LORD looks down from heaven, 
  and sees all humankind. 
 14God sits firmly enthroned and watches 
  all who dwell on the earth. 
 15God fashions all their hearts 
  and observes all their deeds.  
 16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
 17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
 18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O LORD, 
  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
 19to deliver their lives from death, 
  and to keep them alive in time of famine.  
 20Our innermost being waits for you, O LORD, 
  our helper and our shield. 
 21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
 22Let your lovingkindness, O LORD, be upon us, 
  even as we place our hope in you.  
 
SECOND READING: Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every 
age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed them to face an unknown 
future and to receive the promise of God. 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 2Indeed, by 
faith our ancestors received approval. 3By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared 
by the word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 
 8By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive 
as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. 9By faith he stayed for a 
time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and 
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward to the city that 
has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11By faith he received power of 
procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one as 
good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the 
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innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 
 13All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, 
14for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they 
had been thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to 
return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 12:32-40 
Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. 
Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are always 
ready to receive from God and to give to others. 
 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not 
wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 
34For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 35“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their 
master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon 
as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he 
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. 38If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds 
them so, blessed are those slaves. 
 39“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, 
he would not have let his house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
REFLECTION: Security Systems That Don’t Fail 
 

Jesus knows that we worry about a lot of things. Many people who own a lot of 

possessions live in fear of losing them. Some find that a security system installed with 
cameras and sensors and smart doorbells can lower their anxiety. But even with internet-of-

things technology, these security systems do not stop the risk of theft. We may get a video of 
someone stealing our stuff, but we still lose the stuff. Anxiety over losing what we have 

persists and may in fact be ever-present as our cell phones alert us to each passerby at the 
front door. 
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Jesus proposes several other security systems that transform our anxiety over losing 
what we have into a different kind of calm. The first one he offers is probably the least 

popular: Sell your possessions and give the money to the poor. You don’t have to worry 

about your belongings being stolen if you get rid of them. It’s a radical option, but an option 
nonetheless. 

 

Jesus also proposes another kind of security: Place value in the things that can’t be 
stolen. When we treasure the mercy and love of God as our most prized possession, we have 
what no one else can take. We have a security system that does not fail. We have deep and 

abiding peace. Our fears are calmed. 
 

There is one additional security system to which Jesus invites us: Have confidence that 
it is God’s good pleasure to give us life with God, life in a world where everyone has enough 
and no one worries about losing it, life where we all know we are equally beloved. When this 

is our treasure, when it is where we place our hearts, we find the peace that is a secure gift. 
Take a moment for silent reflection then sing or read the words to the Hymn of The Day. 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Have No Fear, Little Flock (ELW 764) 
 

1 Have no fear, little flock; 
have no fear, little flock, 
for the Father has chosen 
to give you the kingdom; 
have no fear, little flock! 
 

2 Have good cheer, little flock; 
have good cheer, little flock, 
for the Father will keep you 
in his love forever; 
have good cheer, little flock! 
 

3 Praise the Lord high above; 
praise the Lord high above, 
for he stoops down to heal you, 
uplift and restore you; 
praise the Lord high above! 
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4 Thankful hearts raise to God; 
thankful hearts raise to God, 
for he stays close beside you, 
in all things works with you; 
thankful hearts raise to God! 
 

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 
Text: Luke 12:32, st. 1; Marjorie Jillson, b. 1931, sts. 2-4 
Music: Heinz Werner Zimmerman, b. 1930 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-71095      
 
Then pray the prayers of intercession and the Lord’s Prayer. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in 
prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit. 
Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.  
 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. 
In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards 
of your bounty.  
 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by 
strife and violence especially in Ukraine. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with 
compassion and justice.  
 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love. 
Console all who grieve and embrace all who cry out to you; especially the families and friends 
of George Hennig. Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid.  
 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of 
peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation (specific ministries may be 
named) and all who care for those in need.  
 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
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Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

Let us also pray … 
 
For our National and Synodical bishops… Susan, Kathy, Larry, Sid, Jason, Michael; their 
assistants and staff; for our Dean Pastor Trish Schmermund; the Northern Area Leadership 
Team, and the rostered ministers and people throughout our Synod…  
 
For the members, friends, and pastors of our Companion Synod in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia, and for our partner congregation in Yopal… 
 
In thanksgiving for Pastor Bruce’s interim ministry at ALC which ends this month… 
 

For new beginnings of our Ministry Partnership Agreement, starting in September, with Lord of 
Life Lutheran Church and Pastor David Melax … 
 
For each other; especially for our shut ins and seniors, for all awaiting surgery, or recovering 
from surgery, and for the friends and family of George Hennig; for all who celebrate birthdays 
or anniversaries during the month of August… 
 
For those who are tending, harvesting and sharing seasonal produce… 
 
For communities in Canada and United States impacted by flooding… 
 
For communities in the western Canada and United States experiencing expanding wildfires… 
 
For those who are experiencing insomnia… 
 
For students, teachers, and school workers preparing for the start of the academic year… 
 
For Pastor AnnE Zimmerman and the congregation of Lakeland Lutheran (Cold Lake) as they 
face the significant damage caused to their building by fire on July 2, 2022… 
 
For church camp ministries across our synod… 
 
For Rev. Matt Lyseng Dean, and the West Central Area Leadership Team, rostered ministers, 
and people of the West Central Area… 
 
For the pastors and chaplains of health care institutions, correctional institutions, and other 
specialized ministries… 
 
For our synod candidates for ministry… 
 
For Bethesda Lutheran, New Norway, and St. John Lutheran, New Sarepta… 
 
For Lutheran ethnic ministries and their pastors, leaders, and people… 
 
For pastors and people of the Lutheran Churches of South Africa… 
 
For the Right Rev. Lesley Wheeler-Dame, Anglican Bishop of the Yukon, and for the staff,  
priests, and people of the Anglican Diocese of the Yukon… 
 
For the World Council of Churches, its President, General Secretary, and staff… 
 
Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
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With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you; especially 
George Hennig. As they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of 
new life.  
 
Merciful God,  
receive our prayer. 
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love; 
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom… who taught us to pray: 
 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  
Amen. 

  
Then speak the Blessing and sing or read the words to the Sending Song. 
 

 

BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless us, comfort us,  
and show us the path of life 
this day and always.  

     Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song:  

Jésus, je voudrais te chanter (ELW 808) 
 
ENGLISH 
 

1 Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 
I'll tell ev'rybody about you wherever I go: 
you alone are our life and our peace and our love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 
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2 Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 
May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 
Lord Jesus, I'll praise you as long as I journey. 
 

3 As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant, 
to carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 
For you saved me by giving your body and blood. 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 
 

4 I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 
but courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 
And with all of the family you saved by your love, 
we'll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 
 
FRENCH 
 

1 Jesus, je voudrais te chanter sur ma route; 
Jesus, je voudrais t'annoncer a mes voisins partout, 
car toi seul es la vie et la paix et l'amour: 
Jesus, je voudrais te chanter sur ma route. 
 

2 Jesus, je voudrais te louer sur ma route; 
Jesus, je voudrais que ma voix soit l'echo de ta joie, 
et que chante la terre et que chante le ciel; 
Jesus, je voudrais te louer sur ma route. 
 

3 Jesus, je voudrais te servir sur ma route, 
Jesus, je voudrais partager les soufrances de ta croix, 
car tu livres pour moi et ton corps et ton sang; 
Jesus, je voudrais te servir sur ma route. 
 

4 Jesus, je voudrais tout au long de ma route, 
entendre tes pas resonner dans le nuit pres de moi, 
jusqu'a l'aube du jour ou ton peuple sauve, 
Jesus, chantera ton retour sur ma route. 
 
Text and music © Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
Reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-71095      
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship , and sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission from 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number: SAS007054. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License # A-71095 and/or CCLI License #21187855 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND  

 
 

 
 
 
 
In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we live, work, play and 
worship on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional meeting grounds, gathering place, and travelling route to the 
Cree, Saulteaux (So-toe), Blackfoot, Métis, Dene (De-nay) and Nakota Sioux (Sue). We acknowledge all 
the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands for centuries. We also 
acknowledge that it is our duty to do more to learn about the rich history of this land; to better understand 
our roles as residents, neighbours, caretakers and sojourners. 
 

• A Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for the Life of George Hennig will be 
held on 9 August, 2022 at 1:30PM at ALC. Please continue to pray for Brenda Hennig & 
Dwayne Dorland, Barbara & Dale Darrah and other family and friends. 
 

Perhaps the following might guide our prayer: 
 

"God of mercy, Your mighty power brings joy out of grief and life out of death. Look in mercy 
on all who mourn. Give us patient faith in times of sorrow. Strengthen us with the knowledge 
of your love. Amen." (Renewing Worship: Life Passages, page 81)  

 

• ALC Council meets August 9 via ZOOM at 7:00PM. 
 

• Our Next In-Person Worship Services with Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, 
August 14, & 28.  

  

• Iris will be on holidays until August 15-19. Please contact Pastor Bruce or Les 
Pgetzke.  

 

• Updated Covid:19 protocols are posted on our church website at alchurch.ca 
 

• Please join us for worship on Sunday, August 28 as we bid farewell and God Speed 
to Pastor Bruce & Jane and Coffee. Pastor Bruce’s call/employment agreement as Interim 
Pastor will end on August 31. Pastor David’s call/employment agreement will begin 
September 1, 2022. 
 

• Starting Sunday, September 4, worship will be every Sunday beginning at 9:00am 
as we begin our ministry partnership with Lord of Life Lutheran Church and Pastor David 
Melax. For further information please contact Les Pgetzke Council Chair. 
 

• Living our Faith Bible Book Club will resume in September. For more information, 
or to join in the study, please contact Naomi Parker at naomiparker16@gmail.com or 
at 780-863-9941.  
 

• CLWR Ukraine Emergency Appeal: Please give as you are able by donating at 
clwr.org/ukraine or by calling 1-800-661- 2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST) and 
pray for all those who are affected by this turn of events between Russia and Ukraine. 
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• Donations may also be made to the Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis Appeal through the 

Canadian Red Cross. https://donate.redcross.ca 
 

• While the wearing of masks or face coverings is no long required (except in 
hospitals, long-term care homes, and other health-care facilities) it is still recommended 
for vulnerable people and older adults. Those who wish to continue masking up to 
protect themselves and others during in-person worship are encouraged to do so.  

 
This Week the Church Remembers… 
 

Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans), died 1221 
Monday, August 8, 2022 
Dominic was a Spanish priest who saw the wealth of the clergy as a stumbling block for the 
church, so he formed a movement, the Order of Preachers (commonly called Dominicans) 
devoted to itinerant preaching and living in poverty. 
 

Lawrence, deacon, martyr, died 258 
Wednesday, August 10, 2022 
As one of the seven deacons of the church at Rome, Lawrence was responsible for the church's 
financial matters and for the care of the poor. Asked by the emperor to gather the church's 
treasure, he presented a collection of orphans, lepers, and the like. The enraged emperor had 
him put to death. 
 

Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, died 1253 
Thursday, August 11, 2022 
A contemporary of Francis of Assisi, Clare and a growing number of companions established a 
women's Franciscan community, called the Order of Poor Ladies, or Poor Clares. She inspired 
other women to pursue spiritual goals. 
 

Florence Nightingale, died 1910; Clara Maass, died 1901; renewers of society 
Saturday, August 13, 2022 
Nightingale was born in England, and horrified her wealthy family by deciding to become a 
nurse. She led a group of nurses in ministering in the midst of the Crimean War, and worked 
for hospital reform. Maass, a native of New Jersey, was also a war nurse, and volunteered as 
a subject for research on yellow fever. She died of the disease. 
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Stewardship Reflection • 9th Sunday after Pentecost  – August 7, 2022 
 

“For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.”    Luke 12:34 
 

Jesus encourages us to build up our treasure in heaven.  The world encourages us to build up 
our treasure in real estate, investments, and material goods.  How much time are you investing 
in building up a worldly treasure?  How much time are you investing in building up a heavenly 
treasure?  To invest more in the things of heaven, one must let go of some of the things of this 
world.     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Abraham & Sarah: the original aspirational brand.* 
 

 
 

“Agnus Day appears with the permission of http://www.agnusday.org 
 

*Aspirational brand – Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aspirational_brand 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
God of abundance: 
you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, 
strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, 
in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
To help support the mission of the church, including the care of those in need; 
especially during summer, please prayerfully submit your offering by mail to 
Ascension Lutheran Church 8405-83 Street NW Edmonton AB T6C 2Z2 or donate on 
line on ALC’s Web/Welcome page http://www.alchurch.ca/ Just click on Offering 
and Donations link.  

 
THANK YOU for your continued support. 
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Upcoming Synod Events  
and  

Special Financial Appeal  
Lakeland Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

Join Bishop Larry for an inspiring evening learning about the Synod’s various ministries and ways you 
can support it.   For the six events, dinner will be free . . . just bring yourself and your good spirits! 

 
Visit 

https://ponderanew.ca/  

to RSVP and to find out more! 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

ABT Synod - Special Financial Appeal 
 Lakeland Lutheran Church 

July 28, 2022 
 

The following request is being sent from the Synod office on behalf of Bishop Larry. 
 

Together as a Synod, we are called to support and pray for one another in challenging times. 
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Your continued prayers are invited for Pastor AnnE Zimmerman and the congregation of 
Lakeland Lutheran, Cold Lake, following the suspicious fire in their sanctuary on July 2, 2022.  
 

 Pastor AnnE writes:  "It is hard to know what can and what cannot be saved after a fire.  An 
important area is a church altar.  With electrical lighting gone and soot-laden walls, it is difficult 
to define.  Yet, there is joy in what does remain:  Altar, Baptismal Font, Christ Candle and 
Stand, Large Brass Cross, and Small Brass Cross will be retained and cleaned." 
 

 
                                                                Photo:  Lila Wollman 
 

Bishop Larry invites you to join in a Special Synod Financial Appeal for Lakeland Lutheran 
Church.  Please read the letter of invitation here.  
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:22860c84-0db2-339e-b343-
8596ac00495f#pageNum=1 
 
Perhaps the following might guide our continued prayers: 
 
Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to know again that you are 
God.  Quiet our restless hearts with the knowledge that you stand with us in the shadows, 
keeping watch over your own.  Rekindle our faith and light the lamp of hope within our 
hearts.  Then deal with us as seems best to you, for where you lead we can confidently go with 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. (EvLW:  Occasional Services for the Assembly, p. 320)  
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Our help comes from you, O Lord, you who made heaven and earth.  In our grief, you are 
our comfort.  In the face of uncertainty, you are our rock.  In the wake of tragedy, you are our 
hope.  So even as we weep, we praise you, and place our trust in you.  We pray in the name 
of the one who suffered and died and was raised for us, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  (ACS, 
p. 66) 
 
O God, where hearts are fearful and constricted, grant courage and hope.  Where anxiety is 
infectious and widening, grant peace and reassurance.  Where impossibilities close every door 
and window, grant imagination and resistance.  Where distrust twists our thinking, grant 
healing and illumination.  Where spirits are daunted and weakened, grant soaring wings and 
strengthened dreams.  All these things we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Saviour and 
Lord.  Amen.  (EvLW:  Occasional Services for the Assembly, p. 394) 
 
 
Blessings,  
Marla Berg 
Office Administrator 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are delighted to announce our speaker this year for the Retreat of Our Own: Rev. Dr. Kristine 
Ruffatto, former Old Testament Professor at Lutheran Theological Seminary, Saskatoon. Kristine will be 
speaking about Noah's Ark, Exodus, Joshua, and David on the theme of "An Adult Look at Sunday School 
Stories." 

The retreat will be held once again at Kuriakos on Sylvan Lake, September 9–11, at $300 per person. 

More information and the registration form can be found at https://retreatofourown.ca. See you there! 


