
 
 
 
 
 

July - August 2021 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 
 
Dear Beloved of God –  
 
CLWR was there. You were there. 
 
When I think of the ministry of Canadian Lutheran World Relief (CLWR) over its 75 years, my 
mind often journeys to the international relief and development work taking place alongside 
many partners. At this moment, when I hear “CLWR,” my thoughts go to their local 
collaboration and partnerships, such as the response in Alberta to flooding in High River in 2013 
and to the wildfires in Fort McMurray in 2016. 
 
Never will I forget the overwhelming, immediate support, nor the outpouring of compassion 
and generosity the moment word of these disasters hit the news. In my first journey to Fort 
McMurray following the fires, it looked like a battle zone, with entire neighbourhoods 
completely destroyed and laid waste; vinyl siding melted and twisted; families and neighbours 
arm in arm, staring silently, slowly shaking their heads in disbelief and despair.  
 
But I visited again Fort McMurray approximately one year later, together with CLWR staff and 
Rev. Dr. Glenn Schaeffer, then-president of the Alberta-British Columbia District of Lutheran 
Church-Canada (LCC). We heard story after story of relief, support, and gratitude amid the 
devastation and ongoing effects of trauma. 
 
CLWR was there, you were there, partnering with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada 
(ELCIC) and LCC to help meet the physical and psychosocial (emotional and mental) needs of 
community members.  
 
CLWR partnered to provide new homes for those who had lost everything in the fire. Energy-
efficient homes were built in Hague, SK, by teams of Mennonite Disaster Services (MDS) 
volunteers and transported to Fort McMurray where other volunteers had poured foundations 
and basements. CLWR had previously partnered with MDS, experts in domestic disaster 
assistance, to respond to the flooding in High River. 
 
“I just can’t believe it,” one individual shared with us, standing in their new home. “I’m sure 
nobody realizes how all those little bits of love add up to something meaningful. It took a lot of 
people to get this together. This house will remind me of that every single day. It seems that 
thank you is not enough, but thank you from the bottom of my heart.” 
 
CLWR also partnered with a Fort McMurray organization to help alleviate the physical and 
psychosocial pain of those affected by the fires. Funds were provided to enhance the reach of 
the organization’s outreach services in Fort McMurray and the surrounding communities. With 



increased staffing, expanded and more frequent visits to the rural communities were made 
possible, enabling greater access for children and adults to counseling and support, especially 
for those people who could not always travel to Fort McMurray. In addition, domestic violence 
services included an emergency women and children’s shelter, second stage housing, and 
community outreach, which included support groups, risk assessments, education, and training. 
 
Yes, I think of international efforts, but I also think of collaboration and partnerships to meet 
national needs.  
 
CLWR was there, you were there. 
 
I have seen CLWR’s strategic compass designed to be visionary and dynamic, emphasizing 
innovation and collaboration, sustainability, and transformation. CLWR maintains a 
commitment to building resilience, using rights-based and adaptive approaches.  
 
When God lays the needs of people facing natural disaster and dislocation on the hearts of 
God’s people, the response is immediate, filled with compassion and generosity.  
 
CLWR is there. You are there. 
 
Blessings to you, CLWR, in these next 75 years as you seek to faithfully live your mission: 
Inspired by God’s love for the world, CLWR challenges and responds to the injustice which 
causes human suffering and poverty. We are committed to working alongside our partners to 
build resilience through a continual shared learning approach. 
 
As an international relief and development agency of the Lutheran communities, CLWR provides 
opportunities for Canadians to respond to national and international needs. 
 
Our National Church Council approved the designation of September 26, 2021 as CLWR Sunday 
to celebrate their 75th anniversary.  Watch for further information and resources. 
 
In Christ Jesus –  
Shalom, 
+Bishop Larry Kochendorfer 
 
“The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13) 
 


