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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
For Worship in The Home 
Sunday, May 22, 2022  
 

Welcome to Worship: While we continue to hold in-person 
worship services twice a month, not everyone feels 
comfortable to gather as the body of Christ for in-person 
worship. So, in the meantime we offer today’s service as an 
aid for use in your home so you can continue to hear the 
word of God and uphold each other in your thoughts and 
prayers, until you are able to return to in-person worship in 
our building. 

 

Introduction to the day: Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul 
has a vision about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace 
that surpasses human understanding and power beyond human imagination. 
 

  

GATHERING 
Find a peaceful place to pray, perhaps a table. You may wish to light a candle and place a bowl 
of water in remembrance of your baptism. One person may lead this acclamation and then pray 
the Prayer of the Day. 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Then sing or read the words to the gathering hymn. 
GATHERING SONG Peace, to Soothe Our Bitter Woes (ELW 381) 
 

1 Peace, to soothe our bitter woes, 
God in Christ on us bestows; 
Jesus bought our peace with God 
with his holy, precious blood; 
peace in him for sinners found 
is the gospel's joyful sound. 
 

2 Peace within the church still dwells 
in our welcomes and farewells; 
and through God's baptismal pow'r 
peace surrounds our dying hour. 
Peace be with you, full and free, 
now and through eternity. 
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. George T. Rygh, 1860–1943, alt. 
Music: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–1887 
Public Domain 
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GREETING  
One person may lead the acclamation and then pray the Prayer of the Day.  
 

Alleluia Christ is Risen! 
Christ is Risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

Let us pray.  
A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 
 

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from your tree 
of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love one another 
and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Then read the following readings. 
 

READINGS: 
 FIRST READING: Acts 16:9-15 
 

In today’s first reading we hear that a vision compels Paul to move 
his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person 
in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to 
receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus 
for the founding of the church at Philippi. 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them. 
 

 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to 
Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and 
a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the sabbath day we went 
outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and we sat 
down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in 
purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15When 
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she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM: Psalm 67 
 

Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4) 
 1May God be merciful to us and bless us; 
  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 
 2Let your way be known upon earth, 
  your saving health among all nations. 
 3Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 4Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  
 5Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
  let all the peoples praise you. 
 6The earth has brought forth its increase; 
  God, our own God, has blessed us. 
 7May God give us blessing, 
  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  
  
SECOND READING: Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5 
 

In today’s second reading, John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven 
provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence 
replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon. 
10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed 
me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 
 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 
23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is its light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring 
their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 
26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. 27But nothing unclean will 
enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written 
in the Lamb’s book of life. 
 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. On either 
side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; 
and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing accursed will be found 
there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will 
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worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads. 5And there will 
be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and 
they will reign forever and ever. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL: John 14:23-29 
 

In this morning’s gospel reading we hear that as Jesus talks of returning to the 
Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ 
followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God 
makes a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear. 
23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Whoever 
does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear is not mine, but is 
from the Father who sent me. 
 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of 
all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to 
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you 
would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29And now I 
have told you this before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

REFLECTION – Life Long Learning 
 

Graduates walk across the stage in cap and gown, receiving diplomas or degrees and 
pause for pictures. The celebration marks the end of a time of learning and a transition to a 

time of doing. New jobs require orientation and more practical learning, but soon the employees 
are proficient at their work. The sheet metal apprentice becomes the expert journeyman. The 

accountant sees no more surprises in tax preparation. The retail worker masters the 
merchandise, the computer system, and dealing with difficult customers. 

This movement from learning to knowing is not limited to work. We learn about civic 
issues and come to know where we stand. We learn about our faith and come to solid beliefs 

about our values. We learn about ourselves and who we are as people and settle into a sense 
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of our own identity. One could call this process of learning and knowing through experience 
“lifelong learning.” 

Jesus gives us an image of the Holy Spirit as teacher. But the Holy Spirit is not just any 
teacher; the Holy Spirit can teach us everything! The implication is that lifelong learning is less 

about information and more about what it means to be human, less about training and more 
about our relationship with God. 

How do we experience the teaching of the Holy Spirit? Perhaps it is in the surprises of 
grace where someone’s generosity overwhelms us. Maybe it is in the nudges of knowing when 

an uncomfortable question opens up a place for us to reflect on our prejudices. Sometimes the 
font or table softens our heart in just the right moment to find a path for forgiveness. 

With this promise of the Holy Spirit Jesus also leaves the gift of his peace, that in our learning 

and growing we may also know the peace that “surpasses all understanding” (Philippians 4:7). 

Silence for reflection. Then sing or read the words to the Hymn of the Day. 
HYMN OF THE DAY The Peace of the Lord  (ELW 646) 
 

1 The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord 
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 
The peace of the Lord is for you and for me, 
and also for all of God's children. 
 

2 The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord, 
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord is among us right now, 
so open yourselves to receive it. 
The peace of the Lord is among us right now, 
so open yourselves to receive it. 
 

3 The peace of the Lord, the peace of the Lord, 
the peace of the risen Lord Jesus: 
the peace of the Lord kept within cannot live, 
so open yourselves now to share it. 
The peace of the Lord kept within cannot live, 
so open yourselves now to share it. 
 
Copyright Holder: English text © Lutheran World Federation 
Sources: Text: Anders Ruuth; tr. Gerhard M. Cartford, b. 1923 
Music: Anders Ruuth 
English Translation reprinted with permission under OneLicense # A-71095       
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Then pray the prayers of intercession and the Lord’s Prayer. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION & LORD’S PRAYER 
Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection 
for the church, people in need, and all of creation, praying: God in your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

A brief silence. 
God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. 
Surround us with your peace. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners who are 
beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation to feed all 
living things. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to assert 
dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your humble authority. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace (especially). Create places filled 
with hospitality where hurting people find your loving presence and wholeness. 
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people 
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people 
(especially). Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Take time for silent prayer and reflection as you pray … 
 

For our National and Synodical bishops… Susan, Kathy, Larry, Sid, Jason, Michael and their 
staff; for our Dean Pastor Trish Schmermund; the Northern Area Leadership Team, and the 
rostered ministers and people throughout our Synod…  
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For the ministry planning committees from ALC and Lord of Life Lutheran Church as they work 
together with Synod Office in exploring the possibilities of joint ministry… 
 
For the members, friends, and pastors of our Companion Synod in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Colombia, and for our partner congregation in Yopal… 
 
For each other; especially for all who mourn; for our seniors and for all who are home bound, 
shut-in, in hospital or care facilities, and for all who celebrate birthdays or anniversaries during 
the month of May… 
 
For victims of the Tops grocery store shooting in Buffalo, NY and for their loved ones… 
 
For victims of the Irvine Taiwanese Presbyterian Church shooting in Laguna Woods, CA and for 
their loved ones… 
 
For all who live in fear of racially or politically motivated violence, that they will be safe from 
harm… 
 
For people, families, and communities affected by gun violence… 
 
For the loved ones of over six million people who have died of COVID-19 globally… 
 
For Rev. Julianna Wehrfritz-Hanson, Dean, and the East Central Area Leadership Team, 
rostered ministers, and people of the East Central Area… 
 
For Ecumenical Officers, especially Rev. Daranne Harris and Deacon Dr. Faith Nostbakken… 
 
For all being called by God into ordained ministry… 
 
For Our Saviour Lutheran, Hay Lakes, and St Joseph Lutheran, Hay Lakes… 
 
For the bishops, priests, and people of the Church of Norway… 
 
For the Right Rev. David Parsons, Anglican Bishop of the Arctic; for the Suffragan Bishops  
Right Rev. Annie Ittoshat, Right Rev. Lucy Netser, and Right Rev. Joey Royal; and for the staff, 
priests, and people of the Anglican Diocese of the Arctic… 
 
For Bishop Sani Ibrahim Azar, pastors and people of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan 
and the Holy Land, for the Anglican Diocese of Jerusalem, and for peace in the Middle East. 
 
A brief silence. 
 

God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism and 
welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died (especially) 
when we meet together at your river of life.  
 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior… who taught us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.   
Amen. 
 

Then speak the Blessing and sing or read the words to the Sending Song. 
 

BLESSING  
God, the Author of life,  
Christ, the living Cornerstone,  
and the life-giving Spirit of adoption,  
☩ bless you now and forever.   
Amen. 
 
Then sing or read the words to the Sending Song. 
 
SENDING SONG My Life Flows On in Endless Song (ELW 763) 
 

1 My life flows on in endless song; 
above earth's lamentation, 
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn 
that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain 
No storm can shake my inmost calm 
while to that Rock I'm clinging. 
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
how can I keep from singing? 
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2 Through all the tumult and the strife, 
I hear that music ringing. 
It finds an echo in my soul. 
How can I keep from singing? Refrain 
 

3 What though my joys and comforts die?  
The Lord my Savior liveth. 
What though the darkness gather round? 
Songs in the night he giveth. Refrain 
 

4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
a fountain ever springing! 
All things are mine since I am his! 
How can I keep from singing? Refrain 
Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899 Music: Robert Lowry, alt. Public Domain 
 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, and sundaysandseasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used with permission 
from Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License number: SAS007054. Scripture quotations from NRSV Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. All rights reserved. Used with permission.  
   

ANNOUNCEMENTS & MORE 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND  
 

 
 
 
 

In the spirit of respect, reciprocity and truth, we honour and acknowledge that we live, work, play 
and worship on Treaty 6 territory, a traditional meeting grounds, gathering place, and travelling route 
to the Cree, Saulteaux (So-toe), Blackfoot, Métis, Dene (De-nay) and Nakota Sioux (Sue). We 
acknowledge all the many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands 
for centuries. We also acknowledge that it is our duty to do more to learn about the rich history of 
this land; to better understand our roles as residents, neighbours, caretakers and sojourners.  
 

• A Special In-Person Worship Service with Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, 
May 29 with guest Pastor David Melax from Lord of Life Lutheran Church. A Q & A 
will be held after worship to answer questions about the ministry partnership between 
ALC and Lord of Life Lutheran. Please review ALC Council’s recommendations for the 
return to in-person worship on our website. 
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• We ask you to prayerfully consider a Special Easter Offering over the 50 days of Easter 
spanning from Easter Sunday to the Day of Pentecost. 
 

• In-Person Worship Services with Holy Communion will be held on Sunday, June 5 
& 19. Please review ALC Council’s recommendations for the return to in-person 
worship on our website. 

 

• The Tempo Orchestra, which uses the church sanctuary once a week for their 
rehearsals, is planning to perform a free concert on Tuesday May 31st, at 7:00 pm and 
is extending this invitation to our congregational friends and members.  
 

• Living our Faith Bible Book Club meets on Sunday, June 26, 2022, via Zoom at 
7:30PM.  This month’s study focuses on the Mark. For more information, or to join in 
the study, please contact Naomi Parker at naomiparker16@gmail.com or at 780-863-
9941. Study materials are available on our website bulletin board at alchurch.ca  

= 
• The Ministry Partnership Committees, from ALC and Lord of Life, along with the 

Synod office, continue their conversation as they explore opportunities for shared 
ministry. Additional details will be forthcoming. 

 

• CLWR Ukraine Emergency Appeal: Please give as you are able by donating at 
clwr.org/ukraine or by calling 1-800-661- 2597 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:00pm CST) and 
pray for all those who are affected by this turn of events between Russia and Ukraine. 
 

• Donations may also be made to the Ukraine Humanitarian Crisis Appeal through the 
Canadian Red Cross. https://donate.redcross.ca 

 
Celebration of Life Services 
  

You are invited to celebrate the life of Eleanor Grundberg (nee McLenaghan) at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 28, 2022 (Ascension Lutheran Church, 8405-83 St., Edmonton), Pastor Bruce 
Zinken presiding. Lunch to follow (guests please be vaccinated and wear masks). Rsvp with 
numbers: eegrundberg@gmail.com. A Recording will be posted following the Service: 
[www.serenity.ca]. If desired, donations may be made in Eleanor's memory to Ascension 
Lutheran Church (Edmonton), Girl Guides of Canada (Alberta Council) or Myeloma Alberta Support 
Society (PO Box 76135 Southgate, Edmonton, T6H 5Y7). 
 
You are invited to attend a Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving for the life of Anita 
Gertrude Wedman at 11:00AM on Saturday, June 4th at Ascension Lutheran Church. A 
luncheon will follow the service. Donations in Anita’s memory may be made to Ascension Lutheran 
Church (Edmonton), the Alzheimer Society of Alberta and the Northwest Territories #306, 10430 
61 Ave. Edmonton, AB  T6H 2J3 or Mulhurst Camp PO Box 78 Mulhurst Bay, AB T0C 2C0. 
 
 

Following ALC Council recommended worship guidelines we ask all guests to be vaccinated, if 
medically possible, and to wear face masks; except while eating. 
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This Week the Church Remembers 
Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists 
Tuesday, May 24, 2022 
These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's universe. 
Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is at the center of 
our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics, and contributed to many 
other fields. 
 
John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564 
Friday, May 27, 2022 
Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin embraced 
the Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a theocratic government 
to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches. 
 
Other notable events and observances:  
 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month (May 1-31) 
 

Mental Health Awareness Month (May 1-31) 
 

Declaration of the Báb, Baha’i (May 24) 
 

Ascension of Our Lord (May 26) 
 

Stewardship Reflection • Sixth Sunday of Easter – May 22, 2022 
“…Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.”  (JOHN 14:27) 
 
Our limited human understanding cannot begin to understand the immense power of 
God.  Instead of trusting in God, we often think we can control every outcome.  Do you want 
to make God laugh?  Tell God your plans.  The next time worry, anxiety or fear creeps in, thank 
God for all you have been given and trust that God has a better plan for you.  Make God your 
first choice and not your last resort. 
 
Offertory Prayer (Based on Acts 16:9-15) 
God of the mountains and the valleys, of the dry places and oceans: Your voice speaks to us 
across creation; the flowers and the trees sing of your majesty; and the stars of the night speak 
of how much we still don’t know. As we offer gifts to you and speak our words of gratitude, 
help us to hear your voice anew. Give us ears to hear, faith to believe, and determination to 
truly listen to how you would send us into a hurting world. In Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 

Offertory Prayer used with permission from the Discipleship Ministries - United Methodist Church - Nashville TN. 
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Lydia knew how to close a deal. 
 

 
 
 

“Agnus Day appears with the permission of http://www.agnusday.org 
 
 
 

 
 

To help support the mission of the church, including the care of those in need, 
please prayerfully submit your offering by mail to Ascension Lutheran Church 8405-
83 Street NW Edmonton AB T6C 2Z2 or donate on line on ALC’s Web/Welcome page 
http://www.alchurch.ca/ Just click on Offering and Donations link.  
 

We ask you to prayerfully consider a Special Easter Offering over the 50 days of 
Easter spanning from Easter Sunday to the Day of Pentecost. 

 
THANK YOU for your continued support. 

 
 
 
 

 

¯ 
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Spirit-Led Leadership ~ Hope-Filled Discipleship 
Innovative Tradition ~ Collaborative Partnerships 

 

 
For more information and to apply, contact:  Rev. Richard Reimer, Lutheran Campus Chaplain 

e-mail:  rfreimer@ualberta.ca 
or visit:  lcmedmonton.ca 
find the application here 

Early bird deadline:  May 30th 

¯ 
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Parking lots are available on East and West sides of the park; 
Holden Evening Prayer will take place around 6:30 pm on Western side of the park. 

 
 
 
 
 

¯ 
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Meet our CLAY 2023 keynote 

speakers! 
 

We are so excited to welcome and announce Rev. Aneeta Devi Saroop,  
Pastor of Spirit of Life Lutheran Church in Vancouver, BC  

and  
Pastor Nathan Fong of Grace Lutheran Church in 

Burnaby. BC. as our CLAY 2023 keynote speakers.  
 

To read their bios go to: 
https://claygathering.ca/ashesandembers/keynote/ 

 

 
 


