
 

December 2021 Message for Congregations and Lay and Rostered Leaders 

Dear friends and family in ɫChrist-- 

In the reading from Luke for the first Sunday in Advent, we are confronted with a portion of 
Luke’s apocalypse. It is a reading where Jesus offers up images that we associate with the 

end. Perhaps it is the end as it pertained to the Jerusalem temple. Or maybe Christ’s words were meant 
in a more far-reaching sense, pointing to the end of all things. We have often read these words in such a 
way. It is hard not to. These words speak of the Son of Man coming upon a cloud and of creation itself 
showing signs of the coming of the end. We can get so caught up looking for what is coming, at watching 
for the signs of this final time, that we don’t hear the good news. 

And, yes, there is good news, even though it seems overshadowed by these visions of rapture that 
dance through our heads. There is good news, even as Jesus warns us to hold fast against what is 
coming.  The good news is this. The kingdom of God is near or in some translations, at hand. Now, that 
could be read as part of the foreboding nature of this text. The Kingdom of God is near? Yikes, I better 
shape up. God will be here soon. But it is also good news. The kingdom of God is near. God will soon 
usher in God’s kingdom and will make everything right. 

But I will offer to you another thought on the word “near”. The word in this context is the Greek eggus, 
which can mean nearby, both in time and in position. The Kingdom of God approaches and will soon be 
here. But another use of the word is to indicate nearness as a way of accessing God. The Jews, for 
example, were near to God. God was their God, and they were God’s people. The nearness wasn’t about 
God soon arriving. It was about having God close at hand, able to be accessed. Israel saw their 
relationship with God in such a way. God wasn’t distant. God wouldn’t show up one day. God was with 
them already.  

This understanding situates itself well with the story of the Israelites all through their history. God was 
not a distant God to them. God was a warrior, who fought for them. God was the one who helped 
Moses split open a sea or gave David the power to overcome Goliath. God brought the people together 
as a nation and God, they believed, abided in the temple. That was where God was to be found. That 
was the centre of all things.  

Now, we might not agree with their cosmology, or the idea of God being limited to the temple in any 
way, but there is something so intriguing and beautiful about God being near like that, as near as a 
family member or friend. One to reach out to and take comfort in and gain strength from. We might not 
think of God that way but consider that this was the same God who came down in the person of Christ, 
God incarnate, to walk amongst God’s people. Jesus lived and ate and wept and laughed and healed and 
taught and slept and died right along with us. He was as near to his disciples as I am when I sit with my 
family at the end of the evening. He was near and he loved them, and they loved him. 

The nearness of God does not stop there. Even after Jesus departed again from his disciples, he gifted 
the Holy Spirit to the disciples and to the world. That is the Spirit who sustains us and guides us and who 
knows us more than we know ourselves. That is the nearness of the Spirit. As near to us as our own 
flesh. 



To say that God’s kingdom is near is to say that God is present in our lives. To say the kingdom is near is 
to say that even as we struggle with the realities of a harsh world, that seem only to get darker with the 
passing of time, God’s kingdom is still near. We may wonder what can stand against such anger and 
hate, and yet the answer is as close as the Spirit. God can. God’s kingdom, which we are called to serve, 
is that light which represents the very best that we can be, inspired and empowered to be such by the 
Spirit. The kingdom, which stands for mercy and hope, love and forgiveness, service and community, 
stands firmly opposed to the darkness all around us and it is near. As close to us as our own skin. It just 
has not been fully realized yet. But what a hope we have, knowing it is there. By knowing that, we can 
stand strong, because God is with us. We can persevere because the Spirit sustains us. The kingdom is 
near and so we can go on. 

I can’t think of a better way to start Advent. The Kingdom of God is near. God holds us fast. God, in 
Christ, came once to a manger in Bethlehem and the Holy was given flesh. The Christ will come again 
and then that which is near but not yet fully realized, will be in all its glory and the world, finally, will be 
made right. 

During this Advent, may you know the nearness of God, now and throughout your days. May it give you 
hope. 

Blessing and Peace in ɫChrist, 

Rev. Prema 

 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God;  
and that is what we are. 

1 John 3:1 


