
To trace Ascension’s ministry in Colombia one would have to go back to connections 

with missionaries to Colombia in 1936.  Gerhard and Helene Ostrem were two of the 

first Lutheran missionaries who travelled to Colombia to spread the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ to the Colombian people. One of these Colombian people was José Hernán 

Ariza, whose family was one of the first to become Lutheran. Hernán married Carol 

Ostrem, daughter of Gerhard and Helene, and you might say the rest is history. Only 

history continues to be written, as members of Ascension continue the journey set 

out by these first missionaries.  

Members of Ascension began to support Colombia missions in 2006 when our 

Designated Ministry project became a student’s residence that was the vision of 

Hernán Ariza, called the “Hogar Llanero Brisas del Canada.” (Home for children of 

the plains, with breezes from Canada). Hernán saw the need for a residence which 

would provide a home away from home for students from the countryside to live 

while attending school in the town of Paz de Ariporo. These students went to school 

up to grade 5 in their villages. But after grade 5 many students were not able to go 

to town to finish their studies because the journey to town was too long (3-4 hour 

walk) and the cost of housing the children in town was too expensive. The residence 

started with 6 students and by 2010 there were 72 students! Ascension supported 

the Hogar with monthly donations which helped in running the program as well as 

providing scholarships to students who could not afford the cost of room and board. 

In 2010 the Hogar was taken over by the local government who recognized the 

value of this program and opened up other residences throughout the province.  

In 2009 ten youth and five adults from Ascension journeyed to Colombia to build 

relationships with the students at the Hogar Llanero and to assist in building a 

multipurpose gazebo at the residence. It was beautiful to watch the youth of Canada 

and Colombia engage in communication by whatever means possible. Despite the 

limits of a language barrier, fast friends were made.  The group also visited social 

programs of the IELCO (Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia), as well as some 

of the schools run by the IELCO. Our group was touched deeply by individuals we 

met on our journey and the struggles they shared with us. We experienced 

incredibly gracious hospitality of the Colombian people who treated us like family. 

In 2011 Ascension began to support one of the original students of the Hogar 

Llanero, Benicia Silva, in her dream of going to University. Benicia graduated in 

2016 with a degree in  Physical Education with her thesis in Physical Activity for 

Seniors.  

In 2011 we selected as our Designated Ministry two programs of the IELCO which 

operate in Bogotá. The True Vine Project supports single mothers and their children, 

as well as children and youth with hearing and cognitive impairments.  This 

program provides several areas of training –handicraft making classes which 

provide participants with a means of earning an income, life skills training, 



counseling services, computer classes, recreational opportunities, and Christian 

Education and music lessons provided in conjunction with the “Solo Por Fe” (Only 

By Faith) Lutheran Church next door. 

The 2nd project Ascension chose to support is the Radio Training School, housed 

within a larger social program in the neighborhood of Caracoli.  Teens at risk learn 

how to produce a radio program while learning values of respect, kindness, 

tolerance, and conflict resolution, lessons they teach their peers through their 

broadcasts. At Caracoli women learn skills such as sewing and beautician services 

which give them a source of income, and children are taught about the love of Jesus 

in programs on Saturdays. 

In July 2011 twenty-five youth and adults journeyed to Colombia for another life 

transforming experience.  We visited the programs we had been supporting through 

our Designated Ministry. We met single mothers with very little who were thankful 

for their blessings. We met children with disabilities who had been shunned by their 

parents but who at the True Vine were being treated with kindness and being 

shown the love of Jesus.  And we saw with our own eyes the difference being made 

by Ascension’s support. Upon returning to Edmonton we gave several presentations 

about our journey at Lutheran churches around Alberta. 

In May 2012 we were visited by Bishop Eduardo Martinez of the IELCO, along with 

his wife Yamile, and Zulma Ojeda who was the principal of the CELCO school in 

Sogamoso at the time. Ascension hosted an information session one evening, and we 

were blessed to have Bishop Martinez preach at our worship service.  

In 2013 Ascension became Partner Congregations with the Santiago Apostol 

Lutheran Church in Yopal. We have enjoyed getting to know our new brothers and 

sisters in Christ by sharing services through Skype, praying for each other during 

worship, and sharing recipes with them. Joyce Hendrickson and Mark Rintoul had 

the opportunity to visit the congregation in Yopal while on the Synod Delegation to 

Colombia in July 2013.  

Since 2011 Ascension has continued to support the Social Programs in Caracoli 

under the Luz y Vida project. The programs include Proyectandome a un futuro, a 

program for adolescent girls, which helps them strengthen their self esteem and 

teaches them about respecting themsleves. Embroidery, basic electronics, sewing, 

and music is also offered out of the Luz y Vida. Sunday services are held each Sunday 

and Sunday School classes and Bible studies are provided.  

Ascension no longer supports the True Vine Project, as they are supported by the 

church in Findland. The True Vine continues to provide much needed support to 

single mothers, children and youth with disabilities, and women who have survived 

cancer. 



In 2018 a Synod Delegation of 12 people from around the Synod of Alberta travelled 

to Colombia to visit the congregations and missions of the IELCO. We journeyed 

many miles by bus as we visited Bogota, Villavicencio, Yopal, Paz de Ariporo, 

Sogamoso, Tunja, Piedecuesta, and Bucaramanga. It was incredible to experience the 

varied ministries of the IELCO.  

Ascension has continued to communicate with our Partner Congregation in Yopal, 

the Santiago Apostol Lutheran Church. Even without a pastor, members of this 

congregation have continued to gather, whether in the church building or in homes 

or in a park, sharing the Good News and supporting one another. Recently we had 

an intimate SKYPE event during Holy Week in which we shared Dwelling in the 

Word together and sang our song, You have come down to the Lakeshore.  

Recently Olivia Hoeppner went down to Colombia to volunteer at the CELCO school 

in Paz de Ariporo. Olivia shared her plans with the Canada Lutheran and will again 

share upon her return. 

Ascension’s numbers are dwindling, but despite this, our support to our Global 

Mission Companion continues. We have Colombia month twice yearly during which 

we sing Spanish hymns and use a liturgy with a latin flavor. Donations to our 

Designated Ministry continue to come in.  

 

Being involved in the Global Mission Companion program helps our congregation to 

feel connected to Lutherans across the globe and provides a sense of Solidarity and 

Accompaniment with others who share our faith in God and our mission. 

 

 

 


