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December 21, 2021 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
   

“Saludos!” Greetings and a blessed Christmas from your Colombia Ministry Team.  
 

Thank you for your faithfulness and generosity in continuing to pray for our Companion 
Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Colombia and for your financial gifts that 
miraculously continue to come in. Your gifts to our Designated Ministry in Caracoli have 
provided much needed care packages and social and spiritual support for residents of this 
vulnerable community who have been severely affected by the pandemic. Many people from 
this underserved area on the outskirts of Bogota made their living by selling food or wares 
on the street. But with the pandemic they were not permitted to sell on the street thus losing 
their only means of income. Thankfully, with the introduction of vaccines, Colombia has 
experienced a drop in Covid numbers. The social programs of the IELCO are very much in 
need as vulnerable populations were hit hard.  
 

On October 16, 2021, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia celebrated 85 years of 
service, and 504 years of the Reformation with a YouTube presentation. 
  

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PnSP8-nQsbk). 
 

Thanks were expressed to the Companion Synods of the IELCO, including the Synod of 
Alberta and the Territories as well as particular synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America: “We are thankful to you our friends and mission companions for your prayers and 
financial gifts. Your gifts make the work we do in our congregations and mission communities 
possible. Your prayers and gifts ensure we accompany very vulnerable communities during 
this pandemic time. Your accompaniment and prayers are vital for our evangelizing and 
mission work. From Colombia we greet and embrace you. God bless you all.” 
 

And in the words of Bishop Atahualpa Hernandez of the IELCO: “My dear brothers and sisters, 
Be strong and immobile, always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing 
you do for the Lord is useless.” 
 

This fall Bishop Larry met with Bishop Atahualpa to discuss the contract between the Synod 
of Alberta and the Territories and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia. The contract 
ensures that our donations to the IELCO follow Revenue Canada’s rules and regulations. Due 
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to some changes made within the Department of Diaconia Bishop Atahualpa informed Bishop 
Larry that the Caracoli program would be receiving support from one of the Companion 
Synods from the United States.  
 

The program that the IELCO is now requesting support for is the “Good Samaritan Senior 
Centre” in Soacha, a community on the outskirts of Bogota. During our Journeys to Colombia 
in 2009 and 2011, we visited this program. You may remember seeing photos of us dancing 
with seniors from the day program during our presentations after we returned from the 
journeys. We are thankful to be able to offer our prayers and financial support to this valuable 
program.  
 

This holistic care centre for seniors responds to several needs of seniors including social, 
spiritual, mental and physical health. Devotions are held daily and the Eucharist is celebrated 
once per month with a visit from a pastor. Workshops, crafts, and games geared toward 
improving seniors’ wellbeing are held daily. A nurse performs physical health checks on the 
participants and a nutritious lunch is served daily. Home visits also take place to get to know 
the needs of the participants. Prior to the pandemic, the site hosted 40 participants per day 
but due to need for social distancing, the program currently hosts 8 people per day. All 40 
participants however, do receive a lunch daily, which they pick up at the centre and take 
home.  
 

We are happy to commit to supporting the Good Samaritan Senior Centre as our Designated 
Ministry Program beginning in 2022. If you have any questions you may direct them to any 
member of the Colombia Ministry Team.  
 
Merry Christmas! 
 

Tricia Hoeppner 
Mary Ann Rintoul 
Joyce Hendrickson 
Les Pgetzke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May the God of hope fill you will all joy and peace in believing,  
so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. Romans 15:13 

 


