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ALC Council Recommendations for The Return to In-Person Worship 
(Updated June 14, 2022) 

 

At our June 14th meeting, Ascension Lutheran Church Council, decided to relax the mask/face 
covering mandate at ALC. After some discussion, it was agreed that given the removal of 
masking mandates at the federal and provincial levels (except in hospitals, long-term care 
homes, and other health-care facilities) and that a general shift in attitude towards masking 
in public, has changed, council decided to modify its COVID-19 protocols. Therefore, effective 
immediately, masks/face coverings will be optional for all indoor events, including in-person 
worship. However, council is also aware that masks/face coverings are still recommended for 
vulnerable people and older adults and for those who are in contact with them. Those who 
wish to continue masking up to protect themselves and others are encouraged to do so. This 
policy will be monitored and may again be modified if conditions worsen; we will update you 
of any further changes.  

 
It is important to note the council is not suggesting that COVID-19, or its variants, is over by 
making this change. On the contrary, we expect it will remain a threat for some time to come. 
We continue to encourage all participants to be fully vaccinated and boosted as this 
remains the most effective defence against serious illness and hospitalization.  

 
We also know that people have a variety of opinions on masking/face coverings and differing 
comfort levels with wearing masks/face coverings or going without them. We understand 
that this change may make some people uncomfortable coming to in-person worship; if this 
applies to you, we encourage you to use “Worship For in The Home” found on our website. 
We realize that there is no one policy that will make everyone happy; however, we hope, this 
strikes a reasonable balance for both our members and user groups. 

 
Other protocols still highly recommended: 

 
• We recommend that you stay home if you are not feeling well, even if you have a 

negative rapid test result, as there are other viruses currently circulating in our 
communities that can cause serious illness. 
 

• We recommend anyone with an underlying medical condition to take the necessary 
precautions when joining in-person worship or other in-person events. 
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• We continue to recommend the use of hand sanitizer upon entering the building; 
especially before Holy Communion. 
 

• We recommend when sharing the peace that you respect other people’s comfort levels. 
The use of folded prayer like hands, along with a bow or a nod is still recommended.  
 

• Offering plates will remain at the back of the church near the entrance to the nave. 
 

• Congregational singing or humming is permissible without a mask; based on your 
comfort level. 
 

• Refreshments will be provided after service, or you may bring your own. 
 

• Washrooms will be open for use on the main floor. Please sanitize/wash your hands 
before and after you have used the washroom. 

 
•    These protocols also apply to other events, including weddings and funeral services.  

 
 
Thank you for your continued cooperation.  
 


