
HOPE-FILLED DISCIPLESHIP  
We live lives of hopeful service, affirming the rich diversity of God’s 
family, and witnessing to Christ’s liberating presence in the world.

Equip the saints for ministry and for building up the body of Christ.
– Ephesians 4:12

SPIRIT-LED LEADERSHIP 
We trust in the Holy Spirit who “calls us through the Gospel, 

enlightens us with gifts, sanctifies and keeps us in true faith.” 
(Martin Luther’s explanation—3rd Article of the Creed)

We, who are many, are one body in Christ. – Romans 12:5a

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS  
We work together joining God in God’s mission of reconciliation.

We are given the ministry of reconciliation. –2 Corinthians 5:18

Children’s sermon 
at St. Paul’s Ellerslie, 
Edmonton

Scripture reading 
from the quonset for 
monthly Area-Led 
worship.

Synod Council 
Retreat, Mulhurst 

Lutheran Bible Camp

Installation of Andrea Wilhelm, intern pastor at 
Grace Lutheran Church, Bentley, and Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Red Deer.

INNOVATIVE TRADITION  
We welcome creativity and experimentation as expressions of God at work.

For nothing is impossible with God. – Luke 1:37
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HOPE-FILLED DISCIPLESHIP

Spring 2022 Listening Exercise
During the spring months of 2022 Bishop Larry Kochendorfer  
initiated a Listening Exercise across our Synod. He wished to connect  
with every active rostered leader in our Synod, and to hear from as  
many lay members as possible of their experience during the pandemic. 
This involved 74 active rostered leaders and 77 lay members. Materials  
arising from the exercise are available on our Synod website: a letter of  
introduction from Synod Council Chair Diaconal Minister Karen Wedman, a brief synopsis of 
the Listening Exercise, a powerpoint of the brief synopsis, and access to the Bishop’s 
complete report.

Take time, significant and intentional time, as congregations, congregational councils, 
Area Leadership Teams, families and individuals, to review, to ponder, and to discuss; then 
please share your responses, your dreams, ideas and possibilities at: abtsynodoffice@elcic.ca.
— Bishop Larry Kochendorfer

Walking together in HOPE
For surely I know the plans I have for you says the Lord, …to give a future with hope.
– Jeremiah 29:11, NRSV

A church. A fire. A phone call made to the synod office.
Prayers, both private and communal, began. Phone calls, emails, and texts arrived. 

We experienced HOPE in the midst of trauma.
This is HOPE in the walking with our synod family. It was learning the openness 

required to receive. It was being thankful no one was physically hurt. Also, it was 
being reminded our church is still the Church. We worship and sing, using the 
gifted hymn books that arrived right to our rented church building door.

Humbled and grateful, we are not alone. Discipleship expressed through the 
Synod of Alberta and the Territories is a reminder of Christ’s presence with us.
— Pastor AnnE Zimmerman, Lakeland Lutheran Church 

SPIRIT-LED LEADERSHIP
Rostered leaders (left)
and lay members 
(below) were asked 
how they were feeling 
in body, mind, and 
spirit after two plus 
years of a Covid 
pandemic.

Pastor AnnE and the hymnbooks.

Our ministry together...

mailto:abtsynodoffice@elcic.ca


HOPE-FILLED DISCIPLESHIP
Ascension and Lord of Life 
In Edmonton, Lord of Life (Millwoods) and Ascension (Bonnie 
Doon) have formed a shared ministry, with a partnership that 
includes sharing one pastor between the two congregations. 
This 50/50 split of a pastor is the one single biggest financial 
saving for both congregations but the active collaboration has 
enriched both congregations as Bible study and confirmation 
classes are shared, worship innovations spread from one 
congregation to the other, and as two smaller congregations 
make new friends. As the pastor, my goal is to find ways to plan 
once, and implement in both congregations. 
—Pastor David Melax, Lord of Life and Ascension, Edmonton 

Confirmands for Creation
INNOVATIVE TRADITION

This year’s theme for the Season of Creation was “Listening to the Voices  
of Creation” and whose voices are better to listen to than the youth of our 
Synod! For the Area-led service during the Season of Creation, confirmands 
from across the Synod provided their statements about how the natural 
world brought them joy, where there was lament, and where there was a 
hope for the future. We hope that you enjoyed the video series and that it 
enabled you to ponder your relationship with creation and how our faith 
empowers us to be instruments of God for the care of creation. If you missed 
them, the videos are still available on the synod website.
— Cindy Robinson

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERSHIPS

Installation of Pastor David Melax, Lord of Life and Ascension, Edmonton. 

1. Synod-wide youth event planning team.
2.  Becoming a Reconciling in Christ Congregation, Holy Family, Yellowknife.
3.  The Affirming Diversity Ministry Team commemorates the ten-year  
 anniversary of the ELCIC Human Sexuality document.
4.  Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Red Deer, “Fun-Raising” for Lakeland,  
 Cold Lake.
5.  Re-signing of the shared Full Communion agreement between Anglican  
 and Lutheran, Holy Trinity, Edson. 

6.  Pastor Prema Samuel joins members of Lutheran Student Movement,  
 Edmonton, for conversations on healing.
7.  Lutheran Care Ministries welcomes newcomers to Calgary. 
8.  October Congregational Life event, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Red Deer.
9.  Cathy Kochendorfer and Pastor Barbara Groote visit Good Shepherd Seniors’  
 Ministry in Colombia.
10.  Bishop Larry’s congregational visit with Unity Lutheran, Medicine Hat.



2023 Synod of Alberta 
and the Territories Budget

The Synod’s 2023 budget of $636,100 supports ministries  
carried out under the umbrella of four Mission Priorities.

Spirit-Led Leadership – 35%
Collaborative Partnerships – 29% 
Innovative Traditions – 19%
Hope-Filled Discipleship – 17%

THANK YOU for your faithful benevolence offerings which,  
combined with those received from other congregations across the Synod,  
are vitally important and crucial to funding the Synod’s ministries in 2023.

Spirit-Led Leadership
1. We mentor, support, and accompany lay and rostered leaders  
 in ministry formation in order to equip the body of Christ for  
 mission and ministry.
2. We nurture a vision for joining God’s mission in the world through  
 listening, discerning, experimenting, reflecting, and learning.
3. We model Jesus’ presence in organizational and governance  
 structures and in approaches to conflict resolution.

Collaborative Partnerships
1. We work to build relationships and partnerships with all  
 people who seek a just and peaceful world.
2. We seek opportunities to work together as congregations,  
 specialized ministries, and Areas of our Synod, our Companion  
 Synod, the ELCIC, and through the ELCIC with international  
 partners.
3. We serve with the Anglican Church of Canada and seek to  
 strengthen relationships with ecumenical and interfaith  
 partners witnessing mutual respect, and good stewardship.
4. We express God’s grace and love as we seek to abide in right  
 relations with Indigenous Peoples and marginalized members  
 of society.

Innovative Traditions  
1. We are led by a faithful God as we walk together through  
 changing times.
2. We celebrate the continuing semper reformanda  
 (always reforming)  
 spirit of our Lutheran tradition in light of changing contexts.
3. We seek the capacity to support creative and flexible  
 approaches to ministry.
4. We learn from experimentation and innovation.

Hope-Filled Discipleship
1. We are a community of lifelong learners engaged in the  
 practices of Biblical study, prayer, and reflection, including  
 Dwelling in the Word.
2. We welcome and affirm all people, with the uniqueness of  
 their gifts, as valued partners in ministry.
3. We equip, support, and inspire one another to be Christ’s  
 presence in the world.
4. We practice healthy stewardship of creation, of our time,  
 gifts, and resources in order to care for creation, serve our  
 neighbour, and strengthen the body of Christ. 

OUR VALUED PARTNERS INCLUDE
Anglican Church of Canada, Calgary Alliance for the Common Good, Canadian Lutheran World Relief,  

World Council of Churches, Inner City Pastoral Ministry, Calgary Interfaith Council, Evangelical Lutheran Foundation  
of Eastern Canada, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, Greater Edmonton Alliance, The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Colombia, KAIROS, Lutheran Theological Seminary, Lutheran World Federation, World Council of Churches.

ELCIC


