
Church Partnership



Part 1: Overview

Partnering not Attending

Philippians 1:3-5 “I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in

every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.”

Throughout the narrative of Scripture God has embarked on a journey to

display his glory and fulfill his redemptive plan. For our joy, God calls broken

people to partner with him in the mission of God. The word Paul uses in

Philippians for partnership indicates fellowship, participation and

contribution. The implication is that all followers of Christ have a purpose in

the mission of God. 

At River Rock we believe both the individual and the church have a

responsibility in partnering in the mission of God, and the responsibility we

have as the church goes beyond the notion of simply meeting as members to

actively serving each other and the community as partners.  This is why we

like to use the term partnership in lieu of others.

Why Partner?

Gospel | Eph 2:13-16

The Gospel is what unites us as believers. Because we have been reconciled

to God, we can be reconciled to one another no matter how different we

may otherwise be. Without the Gospelwe could not partner with each other

and because of the Gospel we must partner with each other.
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Worship | Eph 5:18-21

As the people of God we partner together in worshipping God. Worship is

not merely done on an individual basis but, as the people of God, we gather

to make much of God together.

Community | Heb 10:24-25

We are Wired for Relationships and function best as the people of God when

we are in self-sacrificing relationships centered around the Gospel. This is

where we practice the many ‘one-another’s’ of Scripture.

Mission | Matt 16:18b | Matt 28:18-20

Every individual believer has been given a Mission Mandate, but God’s plan

to advance his kingdom is through his people, the church, partnering

together in the Great Commission. Being obedient to Jesus, we firmly believe

we can do more together than we can on our own.
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Part 2: Who We Are

History
Beginning in March 2017, Pastor Rick prayerfully considered and selected

men who would serve as Elders for a new church plant. A core launch team

was established to begin an “all in” team effort to plant a church in the

Ladysmith area. As Pastor Rick shared with the team, there was truly a “divine

fear and awe of the task at hand”, yet there was joy in being obedient to this

awesome calling. In June 2017, the elder team met for a weekend together to

pray, study Scripture and focus on creating and defining the Vision and

Values that would be particular to our church. On September 10, 2017 we

launched as Spotswood at Ladysmith. Three years later, on September 13,

2020, River Rock Church Caroline launched as an independent autonomous

church. 

Vision
We exist to glorify God by advancing His Kingdom through obedience to His

Great Commission. (Genesis 1:26-27; Luke 4:16-19; John 15:1-11; Matthew 11:12,

28:17-20)

 

Core Values
We are Transformed by the Good News of God’s Word to Thrive and Multiply,

all for the sake of the Gospel.

Transformed By the Gospel

Gospel of Jesus | Living Hope

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the only hope that humans have to make peace

with God and receive power through the Holy Spirit to live a new life.

Biblical Authority | Truth for Living

God revealed Himself through the scriptures, therefore the Bible is our

ultimate and sufficient authority for life.
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Fervent Prayer | Cry Aloud

We prioritize individual & corporate prayer out of our desperation for God to

advance His Kingdom.

To Thrive

Daily Worship | Awe of God

In response to a Holy and Merciful God we express our delight in and love for

God through our actions, life-style, and work.

Authentic Community | Wired for Relationships

We are designed to do life together in self-sacrificing relationships that are

genuine and Gospel-centered.

Servant Heart | The Last Lead

A servant heart is God’s design for leadership in His Kingdom.

And Multiply

Disciple Making | Simplify to Multiply

Disciple making is intentional equipping believers with the Word of God

through accountable relationships empowered by the Holy Spirit in order to

replicate faithful followers of Christ.

Mission Mandate | Doesn’t Stop Here

Every believer is commanded to partner in the Great Commission and

empowered by the Holy Spirit for everyday mission.

Strategic Multiplication | God’s Game Plan

Advancing God's Kingdom by making disciples and empowering leaders that

plant churches wherever God calls.

Litmus Test

For the sake of the Gospel we strive to do all things with humility, simplicity

and excellence.
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Part 3: What We Believe

Doctrine

At River Rock we partner with the Southern Baptist Convention and a healthy

summary of our beliefs can be found in the Baptist Faith and Message 2000.

Distinctives

In our doctrine we want to be faithful to what we believe but also call

attention to things necessary in the culture where we find ourselves. These

are our distinctives:

Biblical Inerrancy

The Bible, being God’s inspired and authoritative Word, is God’s witness of

Himself to humanity. It is therefore free from falsehood and error. We confess

that when all the facts are known, and when the Bible is properly interpreted,

the original autographs of the Bible will be shown to be completely true in all

that they affirm. (Chicago Statements on Biblical Inerrancy)

Sexuality

God cares about sex because He cares about our relationships and our

flourishing. Actually, God has a much higher view of sex than our culture. In

the Bible, sex is the highest level of human intimacy. Sex is therefore reserved

to be enjoyed only in a covenant marriage relationship between one man

and one woman. In our society this seems overly restrictive, but that is only

because sex has been elevated from a good gift of God to an idol that

defines our identities. When we make a good thing like sex into an ultimate

thing, it becomes our slave-master. Christians believe that there is much

more to a person than their sexuality, and that the boundaries God has

placed around sex are for our good and ultimate joy. We also believe that

singleness is a valid and positive option for Christians, (like Jesus and the

apostle Paul!) and that it is possible to have a fulfilling Christian life as a

single, celibate person. For further reading on biblical sexuality please see

Nashville Statement from the Center of Biblical Manhood and Womanhood. 
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Complementarianism

Men and women are absolutely equal in essence, dignity and value but are

distinct by divine design. As part of God’s good, created order, men and

women are to have different yet complementary roles and responsibilities in

the home and church. As it relates to the church, men and women are both

expected to lead; however, the office of elder is reserved for qualified men (1

Tim. 3; Titus 1). 

Baptism

Baptism does not save anyone; however, it is a physical reflection of the

spiritual transformation that has occurred in the life of the one who believes

in Christ. It is not only an important step of obedience but it also is a public

profession and picture of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection as one is

immersed, dying to the old self and raised to walk as a new life in Him. In the

New Testament church, baptism consistently follows salvation for believers.

(Acts 2:41; 8:35-39; Romans 6:3-5)

Discipleship

We are intentional about being a church that makes disciples that make

disciples that plant churches. Discipleship is not a one-time event, nor does it

take place by attending a weekly service alone. While we will never be

perfect in our flesh, we view discipleship as a life-long process of conforming

to the image of Christ and spreading the good news of the Gospel to where

we work, live and play. At River Rock, discipleship is prioritizing a growing

knowledge and understanding of God’s Word through personal discipline to

read and study Scripture, attend Worship Services and Community Groups

and committing to deeper personal relationships with other believers in D-

Groups. (Mark 8:34-38; John 8:31-32; 2 Corinthians 3:18) 
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Partners are not expected to agree with all things taught, but they are

expected to submit to them. This means they must agree not to teach

against, or function outside of, any of the teaching and leadership at River

Rock. For example, a Partner may believe in a different model of church

governance but agrees to submit to the authority of the River Rock despite

the difference of conviction.

In the family of God there is room for disagreements but as we partner on

mission together it’s our hope to hold tightly to core tenants of the Christian

faith (closed handed issues) and leave room for differences on issues that do

not detract from the core of the Gospel (open handed issues). As a local

church however, our ministry, teaching, and leadership will be shaped by the

distinctives we hold.
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Part 4: Partner Responsibilities

Who are Partners?

At River Rock, partners are followers of Jesus who have professed their faith

through believer’s baptism and are committed to partnering with our local

church on the mission of God.

 

What do partners do?

A partner is a lot like being on a team and a part of a family. In sports you

are either a fan in the stands or you are on the field as a part of the game. A

partner is on the field as a coach, player, or support staff helping the team

win. Similarly, like in a family, everyone has different gifts and desires, but

every family member helps, even with the chores they don’t always like. Here

at River Rock, “each church partner shall be privileged and expected to

participate in and contribute to the ministry and life of the Church, consistent

with God's leading and with the gifts, time, and

material resources each has received from God.” – (River Rock Church

Caroline Bylaws – Article 2 Sec. 3)

Serve 

Partners actively participate in the life of River Rock by serving together and

utilizing their gifts and talents to meet not only the needs and mission of River

Rock but also the broader mission to make disciples who make disciples.

Partners are equipped for service through elder leadership that seeks to

affirm and empower those gifts through development of a servant’s heart

(Matthew 5:14-16; Mark 16:15; Romans 12:6-8; I Corinthians 12:4-7

Support 

Partners are committed to faithfully attending services and being a part of

the ministries and service opportunities that River Rock represents. Partners

are committed to living a godly life that exemplifies a maturing disciple of

Christ. 
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Partners are also committed to humbly giving of their tithes and offerings, not

under compulsion, but out of obedience to God’s Word and generous hearts

for the support of the ongoing ministry of River Rock to make disciples for

Christ. As stewards of God’s resources, we willingly give a portion of the

resources with which God has graciously blessed us. Partners also invest in

authentic relationships with one another through Community Groups and

Discipleship Groups while seeking to conform to the image of Christ through

Bible study and accountability to each other as well as commitment to

seeing the needs of others as more important than personal preference.

(Matthew 6:19-21; Acts 2:42-47; II Corinthians 9:6-8). 

Submit

The church consists of a myriad of people with countless backgrounds,

experiences and viewpoints. While we may disagree at times, as Partners, we

submit to the authority of God’s Word and commit to fight for unity as the

body of Christ. Partners commit to loving each other even in the differences

we encounter. Partners agree with the Vision and Values of River Rock

Church, submit to leadership and commit to their role in carrying out our

mission. Partners refuse to gossip about others and commit to resolving issues

with one another directly. Partners are committed to praying for the needs of

other church partners as well as the leadership and ministries of River Rock

(Psalm 133:1; Proverbs 11:13; Matthew 18:15; I Corinthians 1:10; Ephesians 4:1-6;

29; Hebrews 13:17; James 5:16).

Surrender 

God not only creates life, but He also redeems it. There is nothing we can do

to remove judgement or earn our way into God’s favor. Only Jesus’ atoning

work on the cross redeems us. Recognizing God’s glory, greatness and grace,

Partners surrender themselves to God, sacrificing selfish gratification for

living a life that is pleasing, honoring and glorifying to our Savior. Partners

prioritize their future glorification in heaven by prioritizing the knowledge,

understanding and expression of God’s mercy and love to others rather than

being consumed by the distractions, pleasures and temporal things of earth.
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As created beings, partners live a daily life of worship to the one who

created, sustains and redeemed us. Partners are intentional about being an

ambassador for Christ wherever they live, learn, work or play. By prioritizing

people over personal comfort and sacrifice over selfishness, partners labor to

make disciples who make disciples (Exodus 34:6; I Corinthians 6:19-20, 9:23)
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Part 5: Elder Responsibilities

What are Elders?

Elders are also known as overseers, shepherds or pastors. River Rock Church

Caroline is led by an Elder Team of 3-9 men who are recognized for their

giftedness, willingness to serve and Biblical qualifications as established in I

Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:6-9. 

 

What do elders do?

They shepherd the people of God, with the Word of God, on the mission of

God, for the glory of God. (See also River Rock Church Caroline Bylaws

Article 3 for greater details) 

Know

Elders are committed to not only holding firm to the truth of God’s Word, but

they are also committed to studying, teaching and exemplifying it by their

words, actions and service to the church. They intentionally know the flock

committing to pray and care for needs that arise in the congregation and

community around River Rock. (Acts 20:28; James 5:14)

Lead

Elders are committed to praying earnestly for the partners and ministries of

River Rock and humbly giving of their gifts and talents to oversee worship

services and outreach projects, the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s

Supper, and the necessary equipping of deacons, staff and volunteers who

carry out the many responsibilities and ministry duties of River Rock. (Hebrews

13:17; I Peter 5:1-4)

Feed

Elders desire to see the flock understand God’s Word and apply it to their

lives thus resulting in Spiritual growth. While every Elder may not be in the

pulpit, Elders intentionally focus on teaching the Bible not only from the pulpit

but also in small group settings
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to include community groups, discipleship groups and mentoring

relationships. (I Timothy 3:2)

Protect

Elders are overseers and are proactive in their efforts to protect partners

individually and River Rock corporately from false doctrine and teaching, and

they seek to guard against anything that goes contrary to Scripture. They

guard against false teaching in resources and outside special speakers by

ensuring materials and messages are in agreement with River Rock

fundamental convictions. They are responsible to ensure those teaching

God’s Word are mature, capable and able to understand and convey Biblical

doctrine and principles. They are responsible for examining and confirming

partners to River Rock and those recommended for positions of leadership in

the church. They also protect church resources by establishing a yearly

budget and overall fiscal and administrative policy. (I Thessalonians 5:12) 

How are elder vacancies filled?

Potential Elders are recognized for their Biblical qualifications and as they

exhibit Spirit-led care for the Spiritual growth of others. Candidates are

invited to participate in the elder training process where they are given an

opportunity to allow their character, calling and abilities to be examined.

Elders will have unanimity before recommending a candidate for nomination.

Elders will bring their nomination before the congregation at a regular or

special called meeting to present the nominee for consideration. The

nominee will enter a 30 day examination period allowing for anyone to bring

a concern to the Elders for review. If necessary, the Elders will withdraw a

nomination. After 30 days, those nominees who are approved will be

confirmed at a regular or specially called meeting for the congregation.

12



Part 6: Deacon Responsibility

What are Deacons?

Deacons are servant-leaders that give of their talents and time to serve the

church. Their gifts and efforts serve as vital support to the Elders in the

carrying out of the work of ministry, and they are selected according the

qualifications of I Timothy 3:8-13. 

What do Deacons do?

As the early church quickly grew into the thousands, various needs arose that

required attention to support daily needs and mitigate problems. For

example, in Acts 6:1-7, widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution

of food. The vital spiritual work of preaching and teaching the Word had to

continue unfettered, but the physical needs of the disciples were also very

important to the health, growth and expansion of the church. Seven men of

good repute were selected, prayed over and dedicated to focus on this

critical need. Deacons continue to exercise a ministry of service at River Rock

by exhibiting mercy and comfort to those who are sick, elderly or physically

challenged. They support the technical and environmental needs for public

worship, assist with Lord’s Supper, maintain church property, resources and

equipment and assist with welcoming and greeting ministries. Deacons take

ownership of their area of responsibility seeking to enlist volunteers where

needed and coordinate schedules so that their areas of responsibility have

adequate coverage and needs are met. Their work is essential to support the

Elders in their responsibilities. (See also River Rock Church Caroline Bylaws

Article 3 for greater details)
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How are Deacons recommended and added to the church?

The number of Deacons is determined by the needs of the ministry and the

qualifications for Deacons. Any Partner who has a nomination for Deacon

can submit the name to an Elder. The Elders will consider the nomination and

conduct a review of the need for additional Deacons as well as the

qualifications of the person nominated. Names approved by the Elders will

be submitted to the congregation for a review period of 30 days. This will be

a time of examination and testing that allows for anyone to bring concerns

about the nomination to the attention of the Elders. After the 30 days, if

there are no issues or matters of concern, the Deacon will be affirmed by the

Elders.
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Part 7: Church Discipline

Basis for church discipline?

Church discipline is a topic that can be very controversial and difficult to

discuss and address for churches, but it is not only essential to have, it is also

required by Jesus Himself. Church discipline is not for unbelievers, but

believers. “Formative discipline is inherent in the preaching, teaching and

exercise of other ministries in the church. When formative discipline fails due

to sin, corrective discipline is then necessary.” (See also River Rock Church

Caroline Bylaws Article 2 Sec 4 for greater details)

What is church discipline?

First, church discipline is not about punishment. As a church made up of

imperfect people, we recognize God’s grace, mercy and forgiveness in our

lives. We are grateful that He is longsuffering and patient as He rebukes and

corrects our behavior. We recognize, however, that sometimes there is an

unwillingness to repent, to turn, from sinful behavior that requires immediate

attention. While church discipline is not always easy, the Biblical aim is to 1)

preserve the church for God’s glory and 2) seek the restoration of the one in

sin. It preserves the church by protecting the church from sinful behavior that

could hinder its effectiveness as a disciple making church. Scripture is clear

that at times the church discipline, may require moving from private to public,

to protect the church’s witness in the community and world. Church

discipline, when practiced well, encourages a process of confession,

repentance, forgiveness and restoration. Ultimately, church discipline is for

the honor of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Matthew 18:15-20; I Corinthians 5:1-13;

Ephesians 5:27).
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When is it implemented? 

As believers in Christ, we all participate in a level of church discipline when

we approach sin on the part of another at an individual level. That means,

not gossiping or discussing the matter with others but rather going to that

person individually and directly. If this approach does not change the

behavior of the one engaged in sin, then the partner should take one or two

others with them to talk to the person. If they still will not listen, then the

matter should be brought to the attention of the Elders. Again, the intention

here is for restoration.

Who administers formal church discipline? 

Elders review the matter in question to ensure a proper Biblical response and

that every attempt has been made to resolve the matter at an individual

level. Elders will ensure the process is guided by prayer, biblical instruction

and interpretation for the purpose of restoration of the individual and

preservation of the church. Elders will investigate the matter and consider it

for public announcement before the church partners or congregation

depending on the situation. (This will be especially necessary in matters

involving Elders and Deacons ) In certain circumstances the desired outcome

may require a public confession before the partners or the congregation as

part of the restoration process. If no repentance is evident and no restoration

is possible it’s the duty of the elders to make known that an individual is no

longer exhibiting signs of following Christ and would no longer be considered

a partner of River Rock Church Caroline. (I Timothy 5:19-20; Galatians 2:11-14)

Note: River Rock Church undoubtedly seeks discretion in matters of church

discipline but does not guarantee confidentiality. This is especially important

to mention with matters involving criminal activity or other matters requiring

the notification of civil authorities.
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River Rock Church Caroline Partnership Covenant 

We are Transformed by the Gospel to Thrive and Mul9ply, all for the sake of the Gospel. We declare our 
commitment first to Christ through bap;sm and to each other through covenant partnership, all for the 
sake of the Gospel. Having been led by the Spirit of God to partner together at River Rock Church 
Caroline to glorify God by advancing His kingdom through obedience to his great commission (MaC 
28:19-20) we desire to covenant together in the following ways: 

As elders with the grace that God supplies, we commit to: 

Know the flock by: 
• Iden;fying and Laboring in prayer for the church 

and all the partners 

Feed the flock by: 
• Devo;ng ourselves to the study, proclama;on, 

and applica;on of God’s Word 
• Providing a healthy diet of God’s Word  

Lead the flock by: 
• SubmiSng to and following Jesus   
• Imita;ng Christ in all things knowing that others 

are following our example 
• Equipping partners for the work of the ministry 

Protect the flock by: 
• Holding up Christ and the Gospel in all things  
• Leading in how we address sin inside and 

outside the church 

Passages: 1 Pt 5:1-5, Jn 10:14-15, Acts 20:17-35, Ezk 34, 1 Tim 3:1-7; 4:13, Mt 18:15-20, Eph 4:12, 1 Cor 11:1, Ps 23 

As partners, with the grace that God supplies, we commit to: 

Serve by: 
• Engaging our gi`s and talents 
• Being equipped by the elders 
• Developing a servant’s heart 
• Par;cipa;ng in the life of the church 

Support by: 
• ACending faithfully 
• Living a godly life 
• Giving regularly 
• Inves;ng in authen;c rela;onships 
• PuSng people before preferences 

Submit by: 
• Figh;ng for unity 
• Refusing to gossip 
• Praying fervently 
• CommiSng to accountability 

Surrender by: 
• Growing as a disciple of Jesus Christ 
• Living a daily life of worship  
• Being Christ-like to people where we live, learn, 

work, and play 
• Laboring to make disciples who make disciples 

Passages: 1 Cor 6:19-20, 9:23, 12:4-7, Rom 12:6-8, Ex 34:6, Mt 5:14-16, 6:21, Acts 2:42-47, Hb 13:17, Mk 16:15  

Partner Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: _________________ 

Elder Signature:________________________________________________________ Date: _________________


