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by Faye Kinzer

In July 2017, ladies at West 
Seventh began a sewing 
ministry.  Items of children’s 
clothing are made and sent 
to Healing Hands in Nash-
ville and then shipped to 
Third World Countries, pri-
marily at this time, to Haiti 
and Honduras.  The mem-
bers at West Seventh as well as 
others who have learned of our 
work, have donated sewing ma-
chines, sergers, used t-shirts, 
fabric and sewing accessories.  
In addition to using the donated 
goods, we need to purchase sup-
plies from time to time so we 
always appreciate the monetary 
donations.

The ladies in the sewing ministry soon de-
cided that we needed a name unique to our 
group and thus the name Stitchin’ Sisters 
was adopted as our “official” name.  Even 
though we are a band of Stitchin’ Sisters, 
don’t be misled into thinking men cannot 
be involved in this good work.  As we be-
gan this ministry, we soon acquired a master 
cabinet maker, namely Mike Kesler. Mike 
built cabinets to store supplies and the fin-
ished items that are ready to be packed for 
shipment.  David Heffington provides the 
Healing Hands shipping boxes, assists Nan-
cy with packing the boxes, and then trans-
ports them to Nashville.   Raymond Wallace, 
a professional sewing machine repair man, 
has been dedicated to come each week and 
we certainly keep him busy.  Anyone in the 
congregation is welcome to participate in 
this sewing ministry.  We also have some 
ladies from other congregations who have 
joined us.  Most weeks, there are 12 to 15 
ladies in attendance with a variety of skills.

It is amazing to see all the things that can be 
made for children from items that were ready to be thrown 
away.  Diapers, bibs, baby shirts, wash cloths, baby caps and 
sanitary pads are made from used t-shirts.  Beautiful little 
girls’ dresses and matching panties are made from used pil-
low cases.   A bow here and there, a little bit of colorful trim 

and some ruffles and there 
you have it, a dress that lit-
tle girls in these poor coun-
tries have never had before.  
Little boys are not left out.  
Short pants are made from 
donated fabric and included 
in the shipment.  Baby blan-
kets and tote bags are made 
as well.  An important part of 
our work is making stuffed 

“love bears.”  The small bears 
are included in the baby packs 
sent to Healing Hands.  We also 
donate bears to Agape in Nash-
ville, to our local fire department 
for children involved in a tragic 
incident in our city and to the 
Hope House in Columbia.  

We begin each Wednesday 
morning’s sewing session with a short de-
votional and prayer.  The fellowship and the 
friendship that has developed among this 
group of ladies is priceless.  Many of the la-
dies sew at home after leaving the building 
on Wednesday morning and it is exciting to 
see them bring in their bags of completed 
items on the following Wednesday.  We call 
this our time of “show and tell.”

We encourage anyone to join us even if they 
do not sew.  We can use ladies to cut out 
items, stuff bears and do other jobs that do 
not require sewing.  And most importantly, 
we encourage ladies to join us on Wednes-
day morning and experience the fellowship.  
We meet in classrooms across the hall from 
the TV Studio at 9:00 a.m.  Entrance may be 
made on the Athenaeum side of the building.  
It is not hard to find us once you come in-
side.  Just walk toward the sound of laughter 
and loving conversation among a very dedi-
cated group of women.  

We believe that those who work with their 
hands glorify God as we serve others. Dor-

cas is an example of a woman rich in good works. When she 
died, the garments made by her hands were shown as a token 
of her worth.  May we always use whatever skill we have to 
serve others and glorify our Heavenly Father.

T H E  s E W i n G  m i n i s T r Y
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by Marynelle Criswell

Here we are in the Bible Belt 
where generational Christianity is 
often taken for granted. If we were 
living in poverty, or under perse-
cution, would our Christian faith 
and heritage suffer or be strength-
ened? Persecution caused the ear-
ly church to grow rapidly, both in 
numbers and in steadfastness.

 I admit that if I had not had se-
rious personal and family prob-
lems, I doubt I would have ever 
fervently sought God in despera-
tion.  At present, the American 
church shows evidence of apathy 
and lukewarmness.  Compared 
to the Koreans, our prayer life is 
lacking.  What will God allow to 
wake us up?  

Sadly, one can be “in church” for 
years without letting Jesus be Lord.  Kim II-Sung (the 
present Kim’s grandfather) was raised in church but be-
came disillusioned with Christianity when he observed 
that the missionaries lived at a higher standard than the 
poor Koreans.  As his resentment grew, he rejected Chris-
tianity and became a rebel leader against the Japanese 
occupation.  When the Soviets took over, they appointed 
him leader of the provisional government, and about 1948 
he began the “cult of personality” campaign.  This insured 
that the Kim family dynasty would hold absolute author-
ity and be considered as gods.

 Interestingly, 2018 marks 70 years since the Kim family 
began their reign.  In Bible terms, 70 years signifies a cy-

cle of completion, i.e. Babylonian 
exile (2 Chronicles 36:21).  Could 
it be that North Korea’s “captiv-
ity” is coming to an end?

One man’s tiny sin seed of the 
heart - unrepentant resentment - 
led to the North Korea of 2018.  
Today there are huge banners with 
Kim’s picture and tens of thou-
sands of statues of him. People are 
expected to bow and bring gifts of 
flowers.  Children are taught in 
school that their food and clothing 
come from Chairman Kim.  The 
Kim family is held up as the model 
which all Korean families should 
emulate.  Ironically, the Kims live 
in privilege, far above poor Ko-
rean families, the very situation 
which his grandfather resented 
and detested.  Yet Kim does have 
a family heritage of God-seeking 
ancestors. Our agreement with 

God in prayer about his salvation can change his heart. 
Our prayers for this situation are crucial!

Don’t think we are the only ones praying.  The Yoido Full 
Gospel Church in Seoul, South Korea, has 830,000 mem-
bers who have been praying for years.  Beginning in 1958 
in a living room, with an apple crate as a pulpit and less 
than a dozen in attendance, this church now has seven ser-
vices on Sunday and many house church groups.  Early 
morning prayers go up to God seven days a week.  From 
its inception, the Holy Spirit’s supernatural work has been 
evidenced by miracle conversions and healings.



WEsT sEVEnTH PraYEr focUs 
for maUrY coUnTY

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven

Prayer Focus for 
October 2018

Pray for all educators
(public, private, 

home-school, and college).

P r a Y i n G  f o r  n o r T H  K o r E a ,  P a r T  2
The Myungsung Presbyterian Church in Seoul with 
120,000 members has held four prayer services every 
morning since 1980 - 38 years of fervent prayers.  Every 
morning (even if cold and dark), men, women and chil-
dren wait outside for their turn to go into the huge church 
building and pray.

As I have contemplated these facts, I realize that a possi-
ble 950,000 Bible-believing South Koreans in Seoul arise 
every day at 4:00 or 5:00 a.m. to pray either at home or at 
church.  The conviction that has engulfed me is both fear-
ful and elated.  I feel lazy, guilty and depressed - person-
ally convicted that my prayer life is pitiful!  And I realize 
that God will respond to the pleas of these Christ-seeking 
Koreans.  

Open Doors estimates there are 300,000 underground 
Christians in North Korea, of which 150,000 may be in 
concentration work camps.  The totalitarian regime iden-
tified Christians because they prayed on their knees.  This 
knowledge alone causes me to tremble.  With all the 

prayer going on in Korea, we know that God is hearing 
and will act.  

One has to ask: What special destiny has God intended for 
Korea that Satan has tried so hard to thwart?  Does it take 
war, separation of families, loss of freedom, and death to 
bring the church universal to fervent prayer?  Will it take 
persecution to motivate the American church?

Pray for God’s people in South Korea.  Pray for thousands 
who are being held in concentration-like labor camps in 
the North.  Pray that families in North and South Korea 
will be reunited after 68+ years.  Pray that North Korea 
will prosper so that its people will be free and not live in 
abject poverty.  Most of all, pray that the country will be 
opened to the gospel.   

Pray Maury begins the 4th year of praying for the coun-
ty.  Join other believers to pray for Maury County issues on 
the Courthouse steps, Saturday, October 13, 2018, 9:00 
to 10:00 a.m







b i b l E  b o W l  r E c a P
by James Thomas

How much do you know about the books of Daniel and 
Ecclesiastes? We have some young people at West Seventh 
who recently learned a lot about these two Old Testament 
books. Thirteen young people, ages third grade through sev-
enth grade, participated in the Cookeville Bible Bowl on 
Saturday, September 8 (https://sycamorebiblebowl.com/). 
Most of our group stayed in a hotel the night before the com-
petition, and we are thankful to the elders for the financial 
support they provided for this effort.

Each year the competition is held in the Tennessee Tech 
University basketball arena. This year there were over 1400 
young people who competed from 6 different states. Students 
are asked 100 timed, multiple choice questions over 
the course of about 2.5 hours. There is no study 
guide -- the questions could be anything 
from the books of Daniel and Ecclesiastes. 
Our students started practicing in March 
on Sunday nights during CONNECT. 
Later they practiced more often, and 
in the month before the competition 
they practiced each Wednesday night. 
The junior division is for grades six 
and under, and the senior division is 

for seventh-12th grades. West Seventh had two teams in the 
junior division and one in the senior division. The students 
who participated were Max and Grace Dugger, Keilynn 
Hendricks, Callie Jones, Wesley Jones, Knox Love, Gabriel 
and Nathanael Karkau, Abigail Robinson, Caleb, Andrew 
and Luke Thomas, and Clara Whitworth.

As part of the Bible Bowl, there is also a t-shirt design com-
petition. Even though it was West Seventh’s first year to 
compete, we brought home the first prize plaque in the t-
shirt competition! Our shirt design said “Shadrach’s Wood 
Fired Pizza.... Buy 3, Get 4th Free.” 

Although we didn’t win first place in the Bible Bowl, all 
of our young people did a tremendous job! They studied, 

listened, and learned a lot! The purpose of this effort 
is to plant the seed of God’s word in the hearts 

of young people. The competition and prac-
tice is simply a tool that makes studying 

and learning even more fun. Next year’s 
topic will be from the New Testament, 
and it will be announced on January 1. 
We plan to go again and would love 
to take lots more students and families 
with us!
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CA & Maury County Schools Fall Break

Trunk or Treat

Cookin’ By The Creek

Small Group
 Bible Studies

Small Group
 Bible Studies

Connect

Parenting Matters

Parenting Matters

Cancelled due 
to Fall Break


