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By Haley Schmidt

The kids in Faith Farm have been studying a hot topic this 
past month: baptism. While yes, kids in the church gener-
ally know that baptism is done with water, we wanted to dig 
deeper! We wanted to help our children really understand 
what it takes to be baptized, what it means to be baptized, 
and how to talk to others about the importance of being bap-
tized and getting to know Christ as their Savior. 

To kick off the rotation, some of our elders, deacons and 
a few of our young adults jumped on board to help with 
this topic. John the Baptist (John Law), Paul (Phillip Young, 
II), and Peter (Donald Dugger) explained baptism through 
a skit, where John the Baptist was on trial. Other characters 
included the judge (Kerry Couch), the bailiff (Bill Alsup), 
and the jury (Tom Anderson, Jerry Duggin, Will Robinson, 
and Robert Murphy). Following the skit, these men allowed 
the children to ask questions about baptism.  

In addition, our Faith Farm kids have been busy this ro-
tation learning some big words like sanctified and repen-
tance. They have also learned how important the laver was 
in cleansing the hands of the priests before they entered the 
holiest place of the tabernacle. This demonstrated to the 
children the need for being cleansed with water. Each class-
room during the rotation taught a different angle of baptism, 
which is often taught much later in life. But, why not start 
teaching and encouraging our kids to study baptism at an 
earlier age? Baptism is the most important decision one can 
make in his or her lifetime! 

“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the 
very end of age.” (Matthew 28:19-20).

BAPTISM ON THE BRAIN



FRIEND SPEAK / LET’S START TALKING
By Linda James

By 2020 an estimat-
ed 2 billion people 
will be learning Eng-
lish…but will they 
know Jesus?

English - it’s what 
people want.

Jesus - He’s what people need!

Let’s Start Talking is a method for sharing the gospel 
with people who want to improve their English, by 
reading and discussing together passages from the Bi-
ble. The program was started in the 1980’s by a couple, 
Mark and Sherrylee Woodward, who had been full-time 
missionaries in Germany for several years.  While they 
found few people in that time and culture who were in-
terested in Bible study, they discovered that many peo-
ple were interested in improving their English.  After 
some trial and error with combining English practice 
with Bible study, they found that if they created a work-
book using lessons that incorporated short Bible pas-
sages with help with pronunciation, discussion of word 
meanings, and conversations about the contents of the 
passages, people who would never attend a church ser-
vice or traditional Bible study were eager to participate.

Later on, some college students who had served as 
summer interns with them and learned this method, 
returned to their uni-
versity and realized 
there were many in-
ternational students 
who needed help with 
their English. So, they 
began using this same 
model successfully 
and called their pro-
gram FriendSpeak.

Let’s Start Talking 
and FriendSpeak are 

two sides of the same 
ministry, using the 
same teaching ma-
terials and methods, 
and sharing the same 
principles and philos-
ophy. These are some 
of the strong points 
of this program, both 
internationally and 
domestically:

•	 Increased numbers of people are taught.
•	Successful contact is made with unbelievers who 

would rarely attend any sort of religious meeting and 
might therefore be considered unreachable.

•	A non-threatening situation for readers and workers 
is created. 

•	A valuable service is performed by providing oppor-
tunities for English conversations.

•	Working one-to-one with readers makes it possible to 
form genuine relationships.

•	The worker has a platform to share their personal ex-
perience and testimony in conjunction with the teach-
ing of the scriptures. 

•	Workers are able to witness the development of genu-
ine faith in their readers as they are exposed to the 
gospel.

•	Readers who come seeking only English often devel-
op faith in Jesus and are converted.

FriendSpeak workers share the gospel with internation-



FRIEND SPEAK / LET’S START TALKING

al neighbors in their own communi-
ties across the U.S. and meet with 
their readers weekly throughout 
the school year. Let’s Start Talk-
ing workers have shared the gos-
pel across Europe and the former 
Soviet Union, Central and South 
America, Asia, and ethnically di-
verse neighborhoods in the United 
States. LST projects usually last 2 
- 6 weeks.

Several members of West Seventh 
have participated in LST projects 

and several more are currently en-
gaged in FriendSpeak in Columbia. 
If you would like more informa-
tion, please contact Linda James or 
Perry Henegar. An important aspect 
of FriendSpeak is introducing read-
ers to the local church. On May 3 
at 6 p.m., there will be a potluck 
for FriendSpeak workers and read-
ers, along with readers’ friends and 
family members, and members of 
our Hispanic and English-speaking 
congregation. Please come and get 
to know our readers.



LADIES’ DAY

       Deuteronomy   Psalm
 1  o 27-30  o 48
 2  o 31-34  o 49
      James
 3  o 1-2  o 50
 4  o 3-5  o 51
      Joshua
 5  o 1-3  o 52
 6  o 4-6   o 53
 7 ------------ Reflection ------------
 8  o 7-9   o 54
 9  o 10-12 o 55
10  o 13-15  o 56
11  o 16-18 o 57
12  o 19-21 o 58
13  o 22-24 o 59
14 ------------ Reflection ------------

The book-at-a-time Bible reading 
plan provides two readings for each 
day. The first reading alternates 
between Old and New Testament 
books, giving you three or four 
chapters a day. The Gospels are 
spread throughout the year.

The second reading takes you 
through a chapter or so of the 
wisdom literature and Isaiah. 
Combined, these readings take you 
through the entire Bible in one year.

To prevent the frustration of 
falling behind and to provide some 
reflection time, each month consists 
of only 25 readings. You’ll have 
several days each month to meditate 
more deeply on something that was 
significant to you in the past week, 
to catch up on missed readings, or 
to revisit favorite passages.

       Matthew      Psalm
15  o 1-4   o 60
16  o 5-7  o 61
17  o 8-10  o 62
18  o 11-13 o 63
19  o 14-16 o 64
20  o 17-19  o 65
21 ------------ Reflection ------------
22  o 20-22  o 66
23  o 23-25 o 67
24  o 26-28 o 68
      Judges
25  o 1-3  o 69:1-18
26  o 4-6  o 69:19-36
27  o 7-9  o 70
28  o 10-12  o 71

Bible Reading 
              BOOK-AT-A-TIME                            April

Thank you to everyone who participated and helped with 
Ladies’ Day in one way or another! It was a fabulous day 
and it could not have been done without the help of so 
many. There were lessons learned, new and old relationships 
strengthened, delicious food consumed and laughs shared. 
Ladies’ Day 2019 was a day we won’t soon forget!



WINTERFEST

Winterfest 2019, JUST ONE, was a huge success! Thank you to all our chaperones, Jamie & Penny Hubbell, Eric Karkau 
and Emily Lansdell, for making this trip possible. Thank you to all the parents who allowed their children to go. It was an 
uplifting weekend and a great bonding opportunity for our group. We can’t wait to see what Winterfest 2020 has in store!



YOU CAN’T WIN ‘EM ALL
I’ve been writing this column for for-
ty-three years and speaking publicly 
for nearly as long. If there’s one thing 
I’ve learned it’s that when it comes to 
my subject matter, you can’t win ‘em 
all.

What is now called “parenting” has become a highly emo-
tional subject for many, right up there with religion, politics, 
and pit bulls. Early on in my career, it puzzled me when 
people became bent completely out of shape, taken over 
by emotion, over something I said. People storming out of 
my presentations was common. On three occasions, people 
stood up in the middle of talks and began shouting at me. 
Twice, sponsors had to hire security because of threatened 
group disruptions.

That sort of stuff has long ceased to puzzle me. Besides, it 
happens very rarely these days, primarily because most of the 
folks who come to my presentations know what to expect: 
to wit, psychological heresy. But, “rarely” is the operative 
word. After a recent talk in California, a woman cornered me 
and began berating me for putting too much emphasis on the 
need for proper discipline.

“You need to tell people to love their children!” she nearly 
shouted, fighting off tears, before marching angrily away. 
It is relevant and only fair to note that she had identified 
herself as an abused child. (It is also only fair to note that I 
had told my audience, as always, that unconditional love is 
no less important to proper childrearing than unequivocal 
authority.)

Had she stuck around, and had she been able to hear me with 
some degree of objectivity, I would have told her that there’s 
not much point in telling parents to love their children. Let’s 
face it, a parent is either going to give up his seat in a lifeboat 
to his child or he is not, and me saying, “You should give 
up your seat in a lifeboat…” is not going to make any dif-
ference. Furthermore, the human capacity for self-deception 
is pertinent. A person who says (and even believes) he is so 
willing may, when push comes to shove, leave his child to 
sink or swim.

The second relevant consideration here is the fact that peo-
ple who do not love their children are not in my audiences, 
nor are they likely readers of this column. My sponsors fre-
quently lament that the parents who most need to hear me 
didn’t show up.

Third, people who don’t possess genu-
ine, self-sacrificial love for their chil-
dren don’t always know who they are. 
Their next-door neighbors and next-
of-kin may not know who they are ei-
ther. Some of said folks do the right 

thing where their kids are concerned, but lack depth of feel-
ing. They’re just going through the motions, for which we 
should all be grateful.

Fourth, even people who genuinely, self-sacrificially love 
their children do unloving things. They may have screamed 
at their children or spanked in a rage. “Unloving things” can 
and does even include things many if not most other parents 
are doing. For example, loving parents may drag their chil-
dren around to one after-school activity after another, de-
priving their kids of discretionary time (which ought to oc-
cupy a significant slice of a child’s life). Or they may defend 
their kids when they get into trouble in school, undermining 
their kids’ respect for adults. They may solve every problem 
their kids encounter, depriving their kids of responsibility 
and emotional resilience. A loving act is not defined by good 
intentions.

The converse of loving parents doing unloving things is that 
loving acts do not necessarily appear to be or feel loving at 
the time. For example, children do not like being disciplined, 
but the fact that a child does not like what a parent has done 
does not define the act as unloving. I’ve said it before, but 
it can’t be said enough (for today’s parents): Children don’t 
know what they need; they only know what they want.

Come to think of it, there are no small number (these days) 
of adults who fit that description.

Used by permission from www.rosemond.com.

John Rosemond is a premier expert on traditional, biblical 
parenting and is the busiest speaker in the parenting field.  
John’s purpose is to inspire parents to take loving leader-
ship of their families and raise children who will assume 
responsible citizenship as adults.  John Rosemond has 
worked with families, children, and parents since 1971 in 
the field of family psychology. His time is devoted to speak-
ing and writing. John is syndicated in approximately 225 
newspapers nationwide. He has written eleven best-selling 
parenting books, including Parenting by the Book.
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