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 Striving to be completely committed 
followers of Jesus.

Discipling . Equipping . Serving . Loving



Meet Our New Shepherds

Jeff and Benja are both from North 
Alabama and have been married for 
31 years.  They moved to Columbia 
in 1997 with Jeff ’s job.  Jeff is a Vice 
President at VU Medical Center 
in Business Development and a 
graduate of Auburn University 
and The University of Alabama at 

Birmingham. After working at Columbia Academy for 17 
years, Benja retired two years ago.  She graduated from The 
University of North Alabama. They have three adult children: 
Conner attends law school at The University of Alabama, 
Caroline and Anna Katherine work and live in Nashville. Jeff 
has served as a deacon, taught Bible classes and has been on 
several mission trips.  Benja has taught Bible classes, helped 
with Lads to Leaders and coordinates meals for families with 
new babies. The entire White family loves to travel, read, 
exercise, cook, follow Alabama/Auburn sports, and dote on 
their cats!

Steve and Vickie Cofer grew up 
in Pineville, Louisiana and have 
been married for 25 years. They 
moved to Columbia in 2001 with 
Steve’s job transfer. Steve works 
as a Corrosion Specialist with TC 
Energy - a natural gas pipeline 
company. Vickie is a graphic 

designer and services clients from her home office 
and both enjoy their side business, Sign Gypsies of 
Columbia. They have three children - Maria (Jacob) 
Williams, Davis and Molly. Steve and Vickie have always 
worked with children’s classes and currently teach the 
Tween class. Steve has been a deacon and works with the 
bus ministry. Steve and Vickie enjoy being on the lake, 
vacations and spending time with family and friends.

Phillip and Sherry met in their 
senior year of high school at 
Madison Academy in Huntsville, 
Alabama.  They have been married 
49 years this December.  The 
company Phillip worked with for 
26 years transferred them from 
Alabama to Tennessee, Texas, back 

to Alabama, Georgia, and finally back to Tennessee.  
Sherry taught pre-school children for 15 years in most 
of these states.  Sherry was also a church secretary in 
Montgomery, Alabama when Randy Owens was the 
youth minister.  Phillip retired in 2020 after working 
18 years for a law firm.  Phillip and Sherry have always 
been active in church both teaching classes and serving 
the congregations in various capacities.  They moved to 
Columbia in 2015 to be near their grandsons.  Phillip 
and Sherry have two children, Phillip Jr. (Brandy) and 
Carrie (Brad) Beasley. Their children, spouses and all five 
grandsons attend West Seventh.

Marty and AJ DeJarnette have been 
married for 24 years. They have 
three children, Audrey (Jesse) Lloyd, 
Anna Marie and Jackson. Anna 
Marie currently lives in Nashville, 
while Jackson will be entering his 
Senior year at Harding University. 
Audrey and Jesse live in Columbia. 
Marty is the assistant principal and 

boys’ basketball coach at CA. AJ is a circulating nurse in the 
operating room at St. Thomas Hospital for Specialty Surgery. 
Marty and AJ have both been active in the mission field 
abroad as well as active in the education of young people in 
the church. Marty has served as a deacon working with the 
youth group. AJ has taught children’s classes, ladies’ classes 
and helped with the youth ministry. Both graduated from 
Harding University and made West Seventh their church 
home in 2008.

Steve Cofer Marty DeJarnette

Jeff White Phillip Young, Sr.



Thanks for a great summer!



WHAT A DIFFERENCE A YEAR (112) MAKES
By Chris Doughtie

Director of Development and Community Education
One year ago, in a field at the corner of Beachcroft and Doc Robertson road, we stood with visions of 
a brand new campus. This field had grass up to my chest. It had an old rundown shed. At the very 
peak of the property stood a small brick house. As the time got closer to break ground, the excitement 
grew and grew. Here we are one year later in the heat of summer 2021 and we are now looking at the 
buildings which have taken shape. Not only that, but there is also completion in sight. Within the 
next three months, we will be moving into this campus that we have envisioned for so long. How did 
we get to where we are today? The answer is both simple and complex. The complex answer is that it 

was through the vision and direction of the leadership over 
many years. In 1909, it was determined that there was a 
calling for Christians to serve those in need. Through some 
very challenging years, effective leadership was necessary 
to keep the Tennessee Children’s Home open. With the help 
of churches across Tennessee and even beyond the state 
lines, we have been able to remain a program that provides 
not just for the physical needs of children and families, 
but even more importantly, their spiritual needs. More 
recently, with some hard work by the board and leadership, 
we are able to provide the absolute best facilities in which 
to serve children and families. The simple answer is “The 
things which are impossible with men are possible with 
God” (Luke 18:27). We could write an entire book on the 
ways in which God has had His hand in this work for 112 
years. This building project is no different. If you want 
to keep up with all the things that God is doing through 
Tennessee Children’s Home, visit our website at www.
tennesseechildrenshome.org. You can follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram. We also post videos on our YouTube page. 



BACK TO SCHOOL DRIVEBACK TO SCHOOL DRIVE

We had a great time helping local 
families by providing supplies for the 
upcoming school year. Thanks to 
everyone who volunteered or gave 
money to purchase the supplies.



Apologetics Press (AP) has published two Christian 
children’s literature books by Josh Hardin. The goal 
is to provide children with engaging literature written 
from a Christian perspective that teaches Christian 
truths. The books present real-life lessons that help 
children improve character and increase trust in God.

The Illuminators books serve as fiction companions 
to AP’s Defenders series books, which walk students 
through Christian apologetics: how we know that 
God exists, the Bible is true, and Jesus is God’s Son. 
The first book, Illuminators: Out of the Darkness, is 
available now. The second book, Illuminators: Into 
the Light, will be available fall 2021. The Illuminators 
series is appropriate for children ages 8 to 12.

Illuminators: Out of the Darkness  
Braden goes to Bible class every Sunday and has 
for his entire life. Then one day at school a girl asks 
him a question he can’t answer. If God is real, why 
did He let her dad die?

Braden begins to wonder. Is God really real? 
Suddenly things he knew were true become dark 
and cloudy. So his mom gives him a special light, 
an app for his phone, that he can shine and reveal 
the truth. Anyone under the light must tell the truth--
even Braden when he shines it on himself!

As Braden uses his light to seek the truth, his 
friends notice and want to know the truth as well. 

Together they use 
the light to find 
the truth about 
people, the world, 
themselves, and 
the most important 
questions of all: Is 
God real? Do we 
have to wonder 
in the dark 
forever? Or can 
we know for sure? 
The answer will 
change each of 
them forever. 

For younger children ages 6 to 8, Josh has written 
The King’s Journey: A Princess Rescue. This book, 
with full-color illustrations, aims to teach children to 
be patient and wait prayerfully on God while using 
their abilities in His service.

The King’s Journey: A Princess Rescue 
Kidnapped by a mean queen and forced to teach 
her how to cook, 
Princess Ella 
sends an urgent 
plea for rescue. 
The king hears 
and sends Ava 
and Elijah on a 
journey to rescue 
her. Along the 
way, the king’s 
servants guide 
them and show 
them how to 
serve the king 
and each other. 
Will Ava and 
Elijah arrive in 
time to save 
Princess Ella? 
Will the mean queen and her mean knight spread 
meanness throughout the king’s realm? Will 
everyone escape in time to make it to the tea party? 
You’ll only know if you read the book, so stop reading 
this summary and turn to chapter one.

Illuminators is available on the AP web store at 
https://store.apologeticspress.org. Search for 
“Illuminators” or “Defenders.”

The King’s Journey will soon be on the web store 
but is available now by contacting Josh at (731) 
607-5512.

Scan the QR code to go 
directly to the Illuminators 
page on the AP website.

Josh Hardin is a former 
member of West Seventh and 
now preaches at Philippi.

Christian Children’s Books
By Josh Hardin
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WEST SEVENTH
CHURCH OF CHRIST

 

"All Things New"

 

9.18.2021 8:30AM

Rita Cochrane
KEYNOTE

Tamika Mitchell
WORSHIP LEADER

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
Intent ional  Parent ing,  Shades of  Grace,  

& Preserving Your Family 's  Legacy
 
 

Women of Hope On The Road

REVELATION  21 :4-6

HOSTED BY HEALING HANDS INTERNATIONAL


